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Welcome and Outreach Announcements 
 
Prelude                                     Of the Father’s Love Begotten                                  Woody Johnson 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle                                   85 
 
Light three candles to watch for Messiah; 
let the light banish darkness. 
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 
for the King of glory. 
 
*Gathering Song  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                               88  
O come, thou Key of David, come,                       O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
and open wide our heavenly home;                   our spirits by thine advent here; 
make safe the way that leads on high,              disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and close the path to misery.                                and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel                                 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel.                                  shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
 
 
*Call to Confession 
 
*Prayer of Confession 
God of majesty and glory, we are thirsty for your grace, and still, in our foolishness, 
we go astray.  We hide our eyes from your presence.  
 We do not listen to your word.  We are lifeless when we ought to dance and 
speechless when we ought to sing. 
Forgive us.  Speak peace to our fearful hearts, strengthen our weak hands, and make 
firm our feeble knees as we seek to follow in your holy way.  Amen. 
 



*Declaration of Forgiveness 
 
*Response                              Prepare the Way, O Zion 
 
Prepare the way, O Zion, 
your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley 
a level way appear. 
Greet One who comes in glory, 
foretold in sacred story. 
 
O blest is Christ who came 
in God’s most holy name. 
 
*Sharing the Peace  
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture                             Isaiah 35:1-10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. The 
glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see 
the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands and make 
firm the feeble knees.4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”5 Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 6 then the lame shall leap 
like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth 
in the wilderness and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a 
pool  and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a 
swamp; the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  8 A highway shall be there, and it 
shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it,   but it shall be for 
God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray .9 No lion shall be there, nor 
shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 
redeemed shall walk there.10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 



and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Special Music          I Wonder as I Wander                                        Debbie Grubb   
    
 
Scripture        Matthew 11:2-11                                                  See insert 
 
Message                             Are you the one?                                     Rev. Edward Dunn 
 
 
*Responding Song       Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                    129 
 
 
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming 
from tender stem hath sprung, 
of Jesse’s lineage coming, 
by faithful prophets sung. 
It came, a floweret bright, 
amid the cold of winter, 
when half spent was the night. 
 
2 Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, 
the rose I have in mind; 
with Mary we behold it, 
the virgin mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright 
she bore for us a Savior, 
when half spent was the night. 
 
3 This flower, whose fragrance tender 
with sweetness fills the air, 
dispels with glorious splendor 
the darkness everywhere. 
Enfleshed, yet very God, 
from sin and death he saves us 
and lightens every load. 
 



Prayers of the People 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy  kingdom come    

Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our  daily bread. And  
us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. And lead us not  into temptation, But deliver us 

 from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

 
*Sending Song Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                   82 
 
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 
 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 
 
2 Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
*Blessing 
  
Postlude                                 Crown Him with Many Crowns                                    Mark Allebach 
 
 
Please join us for the Cookie Exchange and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall 
after worship today 
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