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Welcome and Outreach Announcements 
 
Prelude 

Call to Worship 

Praise the Lord! 

Praise God from the heavens. 

Young men and women alike, old and young together! 

Let us praise the name of the Lord! 

*Carol                                   The First Nowell     147 

 The first Nowell the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 
Refrain: 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
 
 They looked up and saw a star shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. (Refrain) 

 Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
that hath made heaven and earth of nought, and with his blood our life hath bought. (Refrain) 
 
*Prayer of the Day Loving God, before time and space your living Word was with you creating 
all things. In the fullness of time, he came to bring peace and to show us how to love. By the 
anointing of your Holy Spirit, inspire us to share his light wherever we go as we carry your 
good news of salvation to the ends of the earth.  Amen. 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ  

The Carols of Christmas 

Luke 2:1-7                                                                                                                             See insert 

Carol                                                   Away in a Manger                            115 



 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
 The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

Scripture                                                      Luke 2:8-9                                                         See Insert  
Carol                             Angels We Have Heard on High                                       113 

 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
 Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
 Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; come, adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
Scripture                                                               Luke 2:10-14                                         See insert   
 

Carol                                              It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                                   123 

 It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all-gracious King”: 
the world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; 
beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled two thousand years of wrong; 
and we at war on earth hear not the tidings that they bring; 
O, hush the noise and cease the strife to hear the angels sing! 

For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, 
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 
and the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing. 

Scripture                                               Luke 2:15-20                                              See insert   

 Carol                                 What Child is This?                            145 What child is this, 
who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 



This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; the cross be borne for me, for you. 
Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary! 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, one and all, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high. The virgin sings her lullaby. 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 

Prayer  

Anthem                                                 Highland Carol 
 
Receiving our Offering 
 
*Doxology  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Prayer Of Dedication 
 
*Sending Song                                           Joy To The World                                               134        
 
 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; 
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
 No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
 He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
*Blessing 
 



Postlude  
 
 
 

Thank you to the Elders for leading our service today. 
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