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Palma Sola Presbyterian & Westminster Presbyterian Churches

Working to become an Inviting Church
Reverend Edward Dunn

If you ask members of any church in any place about their congregation, you will
quickly hear that they are a “friendly ” church. I’d venture that any church whose
members aren’t “friendly ” will not be around very long. Relationships are essential
to life and to organizational life in particular.
If you ask members of churches whether they are “invitational” you might hear a
pause followed by an affirmation that the church is inviting. Can one be friendly
and not inviting? Can one be unfriendly and inviting? The two terms seem to be
synonyms. They are…and they aren’t!
A friendly church is a place where visitors are warmly greeted. An inviting church is
one where visitors find a place to connect.
A friendly church is one where people are polite and conversations are gentle. An
inviting church encourages honesty in sharing and courtesy in relationships.
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A friendly church risks becoming stuck in tradition. An inviting church considers
and risks trying new things.
A friendly church is oftentimes more inwardly focused and declining in membership.
An inviting church is more outwardly focused and sees some growth in membership.
A group of members from Westminster and Palma Sola began a conversation in
April about what it means to be an inviting church. We recognize the task is not
easy or quickly accomplished. One of our lessons learned is that to be invitational
requires the efforts of many hands. We ended our time with a plan to resume our
conversations this Fall at a time when more voices can be heard. Watch for further
information about how you can join in the discussions about transforming our
church from being just a “friendly church” to one that is “inviting.”

Volunteers Needed

Turning Points is in urgent need of volunteers across all of our programs! Volunteers
are vital to fulfilling our mission of preventing and alleviating homelessness. If you are
interested, please contact Cheryl Hedger, Director of Volunteer Services at
chedger@tpmanatee.org or (941) 747-1509 Ext. 308.

Palma Sola Session Highlights

• Excited to note the attendance of some 30 members of the Community at the Easter
Sunrise Service. This service continues to attract a significant number of visitors from
outside our membership.
• Approved the purchase with Westminster of rights and access to the Presbyterian
“Glory to God” hymnal. We will have the flexibility to print the words/music in the
Sunday Bulletin, project words onto our screen and have a limited number of hymn
books in each pew.
• Approved holding the annual church-wide picnic on June 5th.
• Reviewed plans for locating a Blessing Box along Third Avenue. This box, like a selfhelp food bank, will be stocked with non-perishable food items for the benefit of the
needy in our neighborhood.
• Were excited and humbled over the receipt of a $100k non-designated Legacy
Bequest from the Gene Mittel Estate.
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Easter Sunday Service
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May is May-ke a Friend Month!
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Please join in our new program and sign up to be
a Faith Friend! As social distancing restrictions
begin to ease, faces begin to be seen, and activities
are scheduled again, it is a great time to get to
know your fellow church attendees. Kind of like
a pen pal but including personal get-togethers
if desired, you will be matched with another
person from either the Westminster or Palma Sola
congregation. You are invited to call, send cards
back and forth, get together during fellowship
time, go out for lunch – as often or as little as you
and your new friend would like. Just fill out the
Faith Friend card found on the table in the Narthex
or call the church office. Drop the completed
card in the box and you will be contacted with
the identity of your new Faith Friend and can get
started on May-king a new connection.

Fall Prevention Class

Monday, June 6th
10 am – noon | Fellowship Hall
Did you know that 1 in 3 adults aged 65 and older
falls annually? Each year, more than 3 million older
Americans are treated in emergency rooms for fall
injuries, and over 800,000 are hospitalized, often
because of a head injury or hip, spine, or wrist
fracture. As part of our Older Adult Ministry, we are
pleased to offer a Fall Prevention Class on Monday,
June 6th from 10 am – noon in Fellowship Hall. Join
Trauma Certified Registered Nurse Educator Cindy
Filice from Blake hospital as she teaches skills and
strategies to maximize safety and minimize falls. The
event is free and open to the community. Sign-up in
the Narthex or call the church office to reserve your
spot. Contact Gregg Pead with questions 941-348-0773.

Outreach
UpdateUpdate
April Outreach
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We are the church! It is evident as our services are filling up to worship God and our
communities near and far are experiencing the gift of food, opportunities to farm, donations
of clothes and socks to wear, meals that are served by you at Our Daily Bread, and children
that are blessed by the joy of letters and new friendships. We also are blessed by one another’s
caring, conversations, education, fellowship and deeds that go unannounced as you express
your love. Our hearts are smiling!

April Joy

• Hope Seeds - 18 people volunteered to pack 2800 seed packets.
• Spring Spruce Up had 12 volunteers who beautified the front entrance.
• Mindset Class - 18 people attended the class and learned about tips to improve their brain
health.
• 20 Easter Lilies were purchased for the deacons to deliver to the homebound.
• DOES IT - We collected socks for Turning Points.
• Outreach Offering for April was for One Great Hour Of Sharing.
• Jan - March Outreach Offering for Our Daily Bread was $1554.
• Contributions to our Mission Partners was made from the Presbytery Missions account:
Beth El $1000, Cedarkirk $1200, and Mision Peniel $1700.
• The Pen Pal Party with the Palma Sola Elementary School was attended by 20 of our pen
pals and 75 second grade students. It was a perfect.
• Earth Day was celebrated on Friday, April 22nd with a movie “Earth: One Amazing Day”.
• The Holy Strollers continue to walk on Friday mornings at 9 AM starting at the north
entrance to Robinson’s Preserve.
• Volunteers served at Our Daily Bread every Friday.
• FELT - you donated $202.50 in the first quarter.

May Opportunities to Serve

• Palma Sola Elementary School is looking for volunteers to proctor standardized testing on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays in May from 8:30 to 10:45. Please sign up in the Narthex for one or
more of the times.
• May Outreach Offering will be for Meals On Wheels.
• DOES IT for May will be collecting pet food for Meals On Wheels clients’ pets.
• Habitat for Humanity - volunteers are needed to help on Wed., Thurs, and Saturday. Stay
tuned for dates, times and location.
• Volunteers are needed for serving on Fridays at Our Daily Bread - contact Dorothy Simes
and sign up in the Narthex.
• A Blessing Box has been made by George Clark. We will install it shortly and you may
contribute nonperishable food goods to be shared with those in need.
“Where is Jesus?” He is walking with you as you serve. We are his disciples that live in the
world today. God Bless YOU!

May DOES It - Pet Food Program
January 2020 - Green Concept

Page 7

Our DOES It (Done On Every Sunday) project for May is collecting pet food to
supplement the Pet Food Program of Meals on Wheels PLUS. Knowing that pets are
often the sole companions of their homebound clients, Meals on Wheels PLUS has
been delivering cat and dog food two times a month to clients in need since 2010.
This ensures that both the owners and pets can enjoy their bond as long as possible.
Dry and canned food, as well as treats, for both dogs and cats is needed. Drop your
donations in the bin in the Narthex or bring them to the church office by May 29th
and help seniors in our community feed their furry friends during the dog days of
summer.

May Outreach Offering

Our Outreach Offering for May will go to Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee, which
provides nutritional assistance and caring, supportive services to homebound seniors
in Manatee County. Home delivered meals – chilled dinners and frozen weekend and
holiday meals – are delivered by volunteers to over 900 seniors per day. These meals
serve those who are not able to leave their homes and purchase food, or who have
limitations that leave them unable to prepare meals. This crucial service allows seniors
to continue living independently. Last year Meals on Wheels delivered over 300,000
meals to homebound or disable seniors in Manatee County.
You may donate to Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee:

• during the worship service, in your offering envelope,
• by mailing a check to the church office with “MOW” in the memo line, or
• Palma Sola members may also contribute through online giving

3 Cents a Meal - May Offering

Donations will be collected on Sunday, May 29th. The
suggested donation is $10.71 per person – 3 cents
for each meal since January 30th, the previous five
Sunday month. Checks or cash are accepted. The
donations go to Beth-El, Mision Peniel, or Our Daily
Bread after each collection.
Thank you for your generosity,
WPC Missions
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CLICK HERE

Palma Sola Book Club

MAY 9 | 12 - 1PM JUNE 13 | 12 - 1PM
Join in any second Monday at 12pm in the
library or on Zoom for fun conversation.
Find the book selected for the month in
our book list.

View 2022 Book List Here
For more information, call
Vicki Schooley at (941) 518-2315.

Men’s Group

You’re invited to attend the Morning
Men’s Group. Get to know the men
you see in church. Share your story.
Meetings start at 8:30AM

MAY 5 - Fellowship and breakfast at Poppi’s
Place restaurant, at an outside table
MAY 19 - Fellowship and Christian topic
discussions, outdoors on campus

Attend one or both gatherings each
Please contact Rich Wachinus
rwachunis@tampabay.rr.com for info

Pen Pal Party Pictures
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WPC Forum
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Sat. May 14 | 12:30p
Fellowship Hall
The Session of Westminster
invites members of Westminster
to attend a forum on Saturday,
May 14 at 12:30p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. This town hall
style meeting will provide an
opportunity to share and to talk
about where we are currently and
what the future might be. A lite
lunch will be provided so please
call the church office by May 8 to
let us know if you plan to attend.

Earth Day Movie Matinee Photos

May Birthdays & Anniversaries
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MAY 1
Lee Schouw
MAY 19 Phyllis Wachunis
MAY 4
Mary Ellen Pickering					
MAY 22 Robert Anderson
		
Robert & Nancy Ball
MAY 23 Ron Dennis
MAY 6
Ron Dickerson
		Joan Dowling
		
Gilbert & Anita Smith
MAY 24 David Saylor
MAY 8
Roger Tyrrell
MAY 25 Ruth Voorhes
MAY 12
Don Azbell
		Louise Rifenburgh
		Charlie Hullfish
		
Elenita & Marty Musgrove
MAY 14 Diane Hayward
MAY 27 Donna Lesch
MAY 16 Aline Goodrich
MAY 28 Jeanne Schrader
MAy 18
Doris McNeely
MAY 30 Joyce Knouse

Palma Sola Presbyterian Church
- May Newsletter 2022 6510 3rd Ave W.
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-792-3141
pspchurch.org

Westminster Presbyterian Church
- May Newsletter 2022 6510 3rd Ave W.
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-748-2848
wpcbradenton.com
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Worship
Service - 10am
Zoom Fellowship
11:30a

Cinco De Mayo

Outreach
Team
3pm

Morning Men’s
Group 8:30a

Bell Choir - 6p
Chancel Choir - 7p

Holy Strollers - 9a
Robinson Preserve

Renewal Team
- 6:30p

Mother’s Day
Palma Sola
Worship
Service - 10am Book Club - 12p
(Communion)
Zoom Fellowship
11:30a

Robinson Preserve

WPC Forum
12:30P

Bell Choir - 6p
Chancel Choir - 7p

Worship
Service - 10am
Zoom Fellowship WPC SESSION
11:30a
1pm

PSPC SESSION
6:30pm

Holy Strollers - 9a

Endowment &
FINANCE TEAM
3P

Morning Men’s Holy Strollers - 9a
Group 8:30a Robinson Preserve
Bell Choir - 6p
Chancel Choir - 7p

Worship
Service - 10am
Zoom Fellowship
11:30a

Peace River
Presbytery
Mtg

Newsletter
Input Deadline
Holy Strollers - 9a
Robinson Preserve

Bell Choir - 6p
Chancel Choir - 7p

Memorial Day
Worship
Service - 10am
Zoom Fellowship
11:30a

Holy Strollers - 9a
Robinson Preserve

3 Cents a Meal

Church Office Hours Monday - Thursday | 9am - 4pm
View the online church Calendar for latest information about Sunday worship services, Bible
study, outreach and other events. Livestreamed and recorded worship services may be viewed
at Online Worship.

