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Palma Sola Presbyterian & Westminster Presbyterian Churches

Steps toward the future
Reverend Edward Dunn

The congregational forums of Westminster (May 14) and Palma Sola (June 18) were important meetings
for the members of each congregation to share their feelings about where two congregations are and
where they are headed. It was an intentional design to have each church meet separately and it is intended
that a future combined forum will be held.
One thing is evident: the arrangement between Palma Sola and Westminster is beneficial to each church
but is also in need of more work. Outside forces have prevented some development – COVID kept the
kind of interactions needed from taking place; and an internal force, namely the arrival of a new pastor
who needed to learn the history of each congregation and the evolution of the nesting arrangement
slowed things down.
The recent forums have been a necessary step toward re-igniting the work of discerning our future. The
next step will be sharing information between the two congregations – considering those things we share
in common; talking about the places where there is divergence; and considering what a shared vision and
mission might be. In essence, working to come up with a response to the questions, “Do we want to be
one congregation? If so, what does that mean?”
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The next
steps we take in this process will be important and vital to our future. Because
they are important,
they will involve some painful conversations and may evoke tears and grief and even anger. Prayer and a
commitment to be in dialogue with God and with one another is how we can make a success from these
steps.

I ask that you be prepared to join in our work as we seek to know God’s will for the church and for us.
Blessings,
Edward

Palma Sola Session Highlights

												

• Approved vacation time for Pastor Dunn during August 16 through 30. Pulpit Supplies will be
obtained for the two Sundays that he will be gone.
• Decided not to hold a regular Stated meeting in July, unless business needs necessitate
calling a special meeting.
• Approved completing the LED lighting fixture conversion of the campus to capture the
maximum electrical cost savings.
• Approved replacement of an air conditioner compressor in Fellowship Hall that is under
Warranty. Labor and Freon costs, however, still made this a costly event.
• Endorsed calling a meeting for all members interested in contributing ideas and helping to
form a church-wide Safety Team. The meeting is proposed for Wednesday, September 7 th at
2:00 pm at the church.
• Reviewed the many comments from the congregational gathering of June 18 th held to obtain
input on how nesting is going and perceptions of issues that may exist.

Westminster Session Highlights

												

• Voted to send $2000.00 to PDA to help in Ukraine.

• Four Session members have joined the Resources Committee.

Pentecost Sunday Photos
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We could use your help!
If you can volunteer to bring in food or drink for
fellowship... Help with Set Up or Clean Up... You
can join in on the fun fellowship after worship
whenever is convienent for you.
See Clip board in Narthex.
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COME JOIN US!
Help spread Gods word.
Talk to Gail Dickerson at
941-224-1117 to find out how.

- Safety at our Church -
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It’s time to take safety on our campus seriously and we need to work together to
develop plans and procedures. We have in our combined congregations people
with ideas, opinions and experience. We are planning to meet on Wednesday,
September 14th, at 2:00 pm. No standing or lifting required. Just sharing ideas
about addressing our church’s overall safety.
Please look for the sign up sheet in the Narthex and mark your calendar.

3 Cents A Meal Offering
With five Sundays, July is another month of opportunity to donate to the
3 Cents-A-Meal program!
61 days since our last donation x 3 meals a day = 183 meals @ 3 cents = $5.49. Please
feel free to round up to $6.00 or $10.00. Please use envelopes in the pews and mark for 3
Cents-A-Meal (Palma Sola members have the option of on-line giving.)
The offering will be collected on Sunday, July 31. Offerings go to Beth-el, Mision Pienel
and Our Daily Bread after each collection.

Palma Sola Book Club

Men’s Group

You’re invited to attend the Morning Men’s
Group. Get to know the men you see in
church. Share your story. Enjoy fellowship.
JULY 11 | 12 - 1PM

AUG 8 | 12 - 1PM

Join in any second Monday at 12pm
in the library or on Zoom for fun
conversation.

UPDATED 2022-2023 BOOK LIST
For more information, call Vicki Schooley
at (941) 518-2315.

Meetings start at 8:30AM

JULY 7 - Fellowship and breakfast at Poppi’s
Place restaurant, at an outside table.
JULY 21- Fellowship and Christian topic
discussions, outdoors on campus.

Attend one or both gatherings each month.

Please contact Rich Wachunis
rwachunis@tampabay.rr.com for info
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Knitter Knockers of the Florida Suncoast
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By: Joan Carlson

Who on earth are they? Oh just a bunch of women who knit breast prostheses for women who
have had mastectomy surgery. A few years ago the only things available to women were heavy,
uncomfortable hot sweaty silicone forms. No more, we now have a choice.
How did we get started? Well, about nine years ago I walked down the hall in the River Isles Club
House and saw a woman knitting on four knitting needles. Being an old knitter and a “nosy parker”
I asked what she was making. Without looking up she replied “ I’m making Knitted Knockers!” I
was dumb founded, “You know what Knockers are?” Still I could not speak but put my hand to my
chest. “ That’s right” she said, “for women who have had mastectomy surgery.” Well, I was in! We
became good friends and worked with her trying to get the word out.
We called on Doctor’s office; we left posters throughout Manatee Memorial Hospital, and slowly
began helping a few women. Then we hit the jackpot when Tova spoke to a reporter from the
Sarasota Herald who was a double mastectomy survivor. From that article we had phone and emails
from over 250 women. We set appointments fifteen minutes apart for two weeks from 9.00am to
6.00pm. Although we had a large suitcase full, we thought we might run out so a yarn shop owner
in Sarasota advertised a class and provided the use of a room. It was standing room only! I fitted a
woman that day and told her to go “strut her stuff ” to the crowd. She got wolf whistles and “Wows!’”
Through her tears of joy, she said “where have you been for the past fifteen years?”
Our efforts grew to include a room at a Jewish Temple, a lovely spot at Trinity Presbyterian Church
in Venice, and a room at Manatee Memorial Hospital. I also went to the Breast Cancer Support
meeting there and at Sarasota Memorial.
THEN COVID 19 hit and in person gatherings were shut down, but I spoke to women on the phone
and we began mailing them.
The idea for Knitted Knockers originated in Canada. Over time we have developed our own
preferences for design and materials opting for a soft acrylic yarn that is washable and can be worn
in a regular bra and a swimsuit. They come in all shades of color, and all sizes. If you are a double
mastectomy one can become Twiggie or Dolly Pardon.( Inside joke ) Within a few days of surgery
I can usually fit a woman. One of the benefits of our Knitted Knockers is when you hug somebody
you will have a soft natural feeling in place of the harder, rock like feeling from silicone.
THEY ARE FREE but we have two demands: # 1 we want a hug # 2 for you to pass the word.
I have been doing this for nine or so years and have met so many strong and wonderful women. Our
aim is to let you know that we care and want to help.
For more information:
Joan Carlson | 941-747-1892 or legsnlimey6@gmail.com

Outreach Update
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The heat is on, but that doesn’t stop the outreach activities for Palma Sola and Westminster congregations.

Highlights from May and June

• Meals on Wheels participants have benefitted greatly from your contributions. We collected 96 bags,
boxes, and cans of pet food for their furry friends for our DOES project, and monetary donations through
the outreach offering in May which totaled $116. The offering continued through June, but we do not have
the totals as of this writing.
• June DOES IT was collecting non-perishable food items for the Food Bank of Manatee County. This
will continue throughout the summer. Place your donated food items in the barrel in the Narthex. I am
told that we have filled the barrel twice already. Great job, keep it up!
• George Clark constructed a Blessing Box which has been installed in front of the church by the parking
lot. Please place non-perishable food items in the box for those in need in the community to take to help
bridge the food insecurity gap right in our neighborhood.
• A Fall Prevention class was held on June 6th , as part of our older adult ministry. It was very
professionally done and enjoyed by 17 people. Stay tuned for more informational classes in the fall.
• Gilbert Smith presented a wonderful program on the history of Manatee County on Monday, June
13th. It was enjoyed by about 50 people. Thank you Judge Smith.
• We collected money for the 3 cents a Meal program, a Westminster project, on Sunday May 29th, the
fifth Sunday in May.
• Members from both churches serve at Our Daily Bread every Friday.
• A few people volunteered for the Dive Into Reading Program in June, sponsored by Anna Maria Oyster
House.

Outreach Update

Outreach Opportunities in July and August

• Outreach offering for July and August will be for the Food Bank of Manatee County.
• DOES IT Project for July will be collecting food items for the Food Bank. Also in July we will be
collecting school supplies for Beth El, both a Westminster and Palma Sola Project. This collection will be
through July 17th. Items requested are listed in a featured article in this newsletter.
• DOES IT project, beginning July 23rd through August, will be collecting School and clinic supplies for
Palma Sola Elementary School. Needed items will be announced later.
• An Ice Cream Social will be held on National Ice Cream Day, Sunday July 17th after church in the
fellowship hall. A suggested donation of $5 for each sundae will be collected to benefit the Food Bank.
• A picnic will be held on Wednesday August 3rd at 5:30 at the public beach on Anna Maria Island.
(at the end of Manatee Ave. Picnic tables to the left of the building by the parking lot). Chicken will be
provided. Come enjoy fellowship, a picnic and perhaps a walk on the beach.
• Turning Points continues to need pants and shorts. Also, the collection of books for their “take away”
library is ongoing. Please bring your donated books to share, including childrens’ books, to church and
put them in the bin in the Narthex.
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• FELT - don’t forget your donations to FELT (Feeding Empty Little Tummies) who are particularly
in need over the summer.
Thank you for all you do.
We are amazing!!!

July / August DOES It

Our DOES It (Done On Every Sunday) project for July and August is continuing to collect
non-perishable food items for The Food Bank of Manatee.
The Food Bank of Manatee is the leading, local source of nutrition for food-insecure babies,
children, families, and the elderly in Manatee County. The need in our community is great,
especially now that school is out for the summer and fewer children will be receiving meals at
school. Canned fruits, vegetables, soups, and meats as well as boxed and bagged pasta, rice,
beans, and healthy cereal and breakfast bars are always in demand.
Drop your donations in the yellow bins in the Narthex or bring them to the church office to
support those in need this summer.

July/August Outreach Offering
Our Outreach Offering for July and August will go to The Food Bank of Manatee, the
largest hunger relief organization in Manatee County. The Food Bank provides nutritional
assistance and supportive services to individuals in need by distributing food through over
65 local non-profit partner agencies and food pantries. The Food Bank has provided over
30 million pounds of food since 1985 for local children, families, and seniors.
You may donate to The Food Bank of Manatee:
• during the worship service, in your offering envelope,
• by mailing a check to the church office with “Food Bank” in the memo line, or
• Palma Sola members may also contribute through online giving

* Bonus July DOES It *

Our BONUS DOES It (Done On Every Sunday) project for July is collecting school
supplies for the Beth-El Farmworker Ministry in Wimauma. Items will be collected
through July 17th so that backpacks can be filled and distributed before school starts
at the beginning of August.
Please see the following page for the complete list...
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*Bonus July DOES It*
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SUPPLY LIST

Beth-El is a Presbytery sponsored mission who’s purpose is to support the farmworking community
and their neighbors in need through opportunities for hunger relief, education, healthcare, and
spiritual growth. Backpacks full of school supplies will be given to nearly 500 students in grades
VPK through college this fall.

The following items are needed:
Binders – 1”and 2”				
Spiral notebooks – 1/3/5 subject
Calculators – scientific and regular
Glue sticks
Colored pencils – 24 count			
Liquid glue
Composition notebook			
Loose leaf paper – wide and college ruled
Copy paper					Regular and washable markers
Expo markers					Pencils #2
Crayons – 24 count				
Pens – blue/black/red
Regular and safety scissors			
Pencil pouches or boxes			
Please drop donated items in the bin in the Narthex or bring them to the church office. Items will be
collected through July 17th so that backpacks can be filled and distributed before school starts at
the beginning of August. Thank you for helping students be prepared for a great school year!

Manatee County History Program Photos
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We ALL scream for ICE CREAM!
Gather after worship on Sunday, July 17th to celebrate National Ice Cream Day with an old-fashioned
ice cream social!
Join together in Fellowship Hall where ice cream and a variety of toppings will be available for a
suggested donation of $5 to benefit The Food Bank of Manatee.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity for fellowship and fun and to raise money for hunger relief in our
local community. To go containers will also be available. See you there!

You are invited to celebrate the mid-point of summer
with a Beach Walk and Dinner at Manatee Public Beach on Wednesday, August 3rd at 5:30 pm.
Gather on the south side at the tables under the trees for chicken, watermelon, chips and fun, then
we will walk the beach and watch the sunset. The event is free, just bring your own beverage plus an
extra chair if you want. Friends and family are welcome!
Sign-up in the Narthex or call the church office so we know how many to plan for.
Contact Andrea Harmon 941-518-1287 with questions.
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We’re On A Roll!
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A big goal for us this year as an Earth Care Congregation is to use our ceramic mugs and metal
flatware, instead of Styrofoam and plastic alternatives, more than half the time. And we are have
made tremendous progress!
In Sunday Fellowship and Outreach events, we’ve been using ceramic mugs and metal forks and
spoons. Sometimes we have even used ceramic dessert plates. Recyclable plastic cups (not #6) are
now being used for cold drinks. And some private groups using Fellowship Hall have joined in with
their own contributions of replacing throwaway items with the church’s reusable items.
To meet our stated goal for this year, we’ll need to add using metal flatware and ceramic mugs in
bigger events, our picnics and dinners.
Depending on the group size, volunteers have been quickly hand washing a few items or putting them
in the dishwasher to run after they’ve left. When leaving, they switch signs on the dishwashers from
“dirty” to “clean,” so next time clean items may be taken directly from the dishwashers. There’s a log
sheet in the church kitchen to make it easy to record the number of attendees and what was reused
and recycled.
Keep up the good work! Together we are lessening our impact on the planet and setting a good
example for others.

Faith Day with The Rays!

July & August Birthdays & Anniversaries
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JUL 3
George Saile
		Burt Tupper
JUL 5
Lois Lee
JUL 7
Mike & Tracy Starcher
JUL 11
Gene & Myrna Adams
JUL 14
Marilyn Mcleod
		Rodger Smith
JUL 15
Paul Atherton
Millicent Riley
JUL 17
Vicki Schooley
JUL 23
Ron & Marilyn Mcleod
JUL 25
Sandra Atherton
JUL 26
Reverend Edward Dunn
JUL 28
Alan Margreither
JUL 29
Anna Mae Jones
JUL 30
Joan Sommerfeld
AUG 1
Lael & Ernest Wilson
AUG 2
Marian Anderson
		Gilbert Smith
AUG 4
John & Joyce James
AUG 5
Beth Stone

Page 11

AUG 6
Liz Brackmann
AUG 8
Tammy Barr
AUG 10 Rich Wachunis
AUG 11
Don & Georgie Townsend
AUG 12
Nancy Slocum
		Jan McGowan
		Marilyn Gillette
		Barbara Harris
AUG 14 Rev. Peter MacFarlane***
AUG 15
Nancy Shimandle
AUG 17
Gail Dickerson
AUG 18 Pam Insani
		
John & Linda Progar
AUG 19
Jean & Emmett Scott
AUG 22 Peter & Carol MacFarlane
AUG 24 Roy & Jo Williams
AUG 25 Suzanne Tyrrell
AUG 27 Joan and Gene Sommerfeld
AUG 28 Evelyn Nelson
AUG 29 Nancy Regal
AUG 31
Ron McLeod

*** The Rev Peter MacFarlane celebrates the 60th anniversary of his Ordination as a Minister of
Word and Sacrament on July 1st. Peter was ordained by Detroit Presbytery at Jefferson Avenue
Presbyterian Church in Detroit. Congratulations, Peter!

Fall Prevention Event Photos

Palma Sola Presbyterian Church
-July/August Newsletter 20226510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-792-3141
pspchurch.org

Westminster Presbyterian Church
-July/August Newsletter 20226510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-748-2848
wpcbradenton.com
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Worship Service
Communion
10am

Worship Service
10am

Worship Service
10am
ICE Cream
Social
11:15am
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Independence Outreach Team
3pm
Day

Palma Sola
Book Club
12p

Morning Men’s
Group 8:30a

FINANCE - 3:30P
ON ZOOM

Morning Men’s
Group 8:30a

Worship Service
10am

Worship Service
10am

Church Office Hours: Monday - Thursday | 9am - 4pm

View the online church Calendar for latest information about Sunday worship services,
Bible study, outreach and other events. Livestreamed and recorded worship services may
be viewed at Online Worship.
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Outreach Team Picnic on the
Beach - 5:30p
3pm

Renewal - 6:30P

Worship Service
Communion
10am

Palma Sola
Book Club
12p

FINANCE - 3:30P
ON ZOOM

Worship Service WPC SESSION
10am
1pm
PSPC SESSION
6:30pm

Worship Service
10am

September
Newsltter Input
Deadline - 5p

Worship Service
10am

Church Office Hours: Monday - Thursday | 9am - 4pm

View the online church Calendar for latest information about Sunday worship services,
Bible study, outreach and other events. Livestreamed and recorded worship services may
be viewed at Online Worship.

