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SEPTEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER

Palma Sola Presbyterian & Westminster Presbyterian Churches

I sometimes consider the song, Wake Me Up When September Ends, by Green Day, 
my theme song for this month.  After a season of slower paced activity, September 
arrives with the beginning of school in many households, the resumption of activities 
at church, and acknowledging in general that a new season is about to begin.  The 
pace of so many things at one time seems like so much that I cry out, “Wake me up 
when September ends” as I pull the covers over my head.

Having lamented this month’s arrival let me tell you what I find so invigorating about 
September 2021:
  
 • It is my first September with you and I’m continuing to learn about the people 
and the places of Florida.  
 • The arrival of a new season means the departure of families who have visited 
for summer vacation and preparation for the arrival of our seasonal residents, those 
who live part of the year in Florida and part of the year in another state.

Reverend Edward Dunn 

Wake Me Up When September Ends
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 • It is time to re-engage our learning skills.  This year’s kick-off study is the Bible in 90 
Days.  Those who commit to participating in this program will read the Bible from cover to cover 
(approximately 12 pages a day) as we discuss the big picture and how it all fits together.
 • It will be an occasion for the church leaders and members to consider how we are fulfilling 
God’s mission as we begin exploring the call to be a Vital Congregation.  We will share more 
about the 7 Marks of Vital Congregations in our weekly Cluster emails and you’ll find additional 
information as part of our websites.

September will be a month of ongoing preparation.  
 • Nominating Committees of Westminster and Palma Sola will be busy considering slates of 
nominees for Elders and Deacons.  
 • A joint Stewardship Committee is preparing for a season of commitment for all members.
 • Committees and teams will be asked to consider budgets for 2022.
 • Planning for Advent and Christmas events will start.

September won’t be a “wake me up when it ends” month.  I look forward to the pace of this new 
season and find myself grateful for the place where I live and the people I serve.  I am excited to 
join you for another season in the year.  

   

September Sermon Schedule
Led by Reverend Edward Dunn

SEPT 5  Mark 7:24-37 |   “Those People”
   James 2:1-10,14-17 *COMMUNION SUNDAY*
       

SEPT 12   Mark 8:27-36 |  “Before you say another word”
   James 3:1-12  

SEPT 19   Mark 9:30-37 |  “First and Last”
   James 3:13-4:3 

SEPT 26  Mark 9:38-50 |  “Cultivating wisdom”    
   James 5:13-20  



January 2020 - Green Concept Page 3 

WESTMINSTER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Beach Dinner & Walk Photos

Thank you all who attended this wonderful event 
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            •  Finalized plans to hold a joint Workshop on August 28th for both church Sessions, to 
review the results of their Survey of Congregational Vitality and to explore the incorporation 
of new initiatives into program planning for next year.

•  Endorsed scheduling the Installation Service for Pastor Dunn on Sunday, October 24th at 
4:00 pm.

•  Appointed an Ad Hoc Group to review and up-date the church’s Manual of Administrative 
Operations.

•  Regretfully accepted the resignation of Linda Martin from Session and the Personnel Sub-
group.

•  On the recommendation of the Renewal Team, endorsed the suspension of in-person 
Fellowship activities on Sundays until the current COVID spike is brought under control in 
Manatee County.

•  Was pleased to learn that the hearing assist equipment from Westminster is being installed 
in the Sanctuary with six additional units having been ordered. More information on the 
operation and availability of this equipment will be published when all units are ready for 
operation.

•  We will be packing Hope Seeds again on October 30th  COVID protocol permitting.

•  The traditional Rally Day event has been renamed “Mobilization Day” and will be held 
during worship on October 10th. A new format will challenge us to share thoughts on how 
the church can further serve the needs of our Community. 

•  Contributions from the Dreyer Trust to underwrite individual needs in the Community 
totaled $27,076 through July. These one-time contributions assist our needy neighbors with 
rent, utility & medical bills and counseling services.

•  Approved the installation of WiFi service to the upstairs area of the Office Building. The 
existing church-wide WiFi coverage is not strong enough to reliably serve new clients and the 
Creative Arts Academy on the second floor.

•  Approved the purchase of a new computer and software for the office of the 
Communications Assistant to support the streaming and recording of our worship services, 
as well as creating communications and publications.

Palma Sola Session Highlights
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Palma Sola Book Club

Book Club meets on second 
Monday to laugh, share, and learn. 
Choose a book from our new 2021-
2022 book list and join us for an 
upcoming, fun session!

View Current 2021 book list here

For more information, call Vicki 
Schooley at (941) 518-2315.

     SEPT 13 | 12 - 1PM    OCT 11 | 12 - 1PM

Men’s Group

Please contact Rich Wachunis 
(941) 567-5041 for information

You’re invited to attend the Morning Men’s 
Group. Get to know the men you see in 

church. Share your story. Enjoy fellowship.

Starting in September at 8:30AM  
SEPT 2 -  social fellowship & breakfast 

   at Poppi’s Restaurant
SEPT 16- social and Christian topic 

discussions at PSPC.

Church Emergency Preparation Survey 

Westminster and Palma Sola Members,
We are jointly updating our emergency contact records so we will know your plans and be able to assist you 
in the event of a local disaster such as a hurricane. Please take time to fill out the new survey. There are three 

options for completing the survey:

• Click “Download Survey” to download and print the survey. 
Fill it out by hand, and return it to worship or church office.

• Click “Link to Survey” and fill out the survey online. 
Then click on “Mail to Me” to receive a copy in email. 

•Pick up a copy of the survey at worship or in the church office, fill it out by hand, and return. 

Attend one or both gatherings each month.

P&G Update 
Anyone with plant and garden design talent is asked to join our new team forming to plan upgrades to our 
grounds. We’re all amateurs. Call Ron at (941) 792-9104 to discuss helping. It will be fun!

The 2nd phase of our church’s new roof installation is complete. The entire roof is done! The 2nd floor office 
area has two signed tenants and several are in the works. We are installing WiFi on that floor for tenants, 
including the Creative Arts Academy. Next, we need to replace gutters and do some repair to facia and soffits.

https://www.pspchurch.org/editoruploads/files/Other/2021-22_Book_Club_List.pdf
https://www.pspchurch.org/editoruploads/files/Other/Church_Disaster_Preparation_Survey.pdf
https://forms.gle/ffN1yNdssXT3kyQL9
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Outreach Update

As we gear up for Fall, let us think about how we would like to become more vital in our community and 
abroad.  We need folks with ideas, and folks who can commit a period of time to service, whether for a week 
or two, or as a committee member for a year or two. As always, thank you for your generous monetary and 
material contributions!  

Summer Outreach Donations and Fellowship
• We collected a bin full of toiletries for Turning Points in June.  We spent $396 from the community 
outreach budget to purchase additional needed items.
• On National Ice Cream Day, July 18th, folks enjoyed an ice cream social after church and raised $342 for 
the Food Bank.
• Outreach Offering for the Food Bank through July 19th was $220.
• In July, we collected 8 bags of school supplies for Beth El.  An additional $411.67 from the budgets of 
Westminster and Palma Sola was used to purchase backpacks, especially the larger size for middle and high 
school students.
• On August, 22 people were delighted to share dinner and a walk on the beach.
• DOES IT for August was collecting school and clinic supplies for Palma Sola Elementary School.  Two 
full totes have been collected so far.
• The Food Bank barrel has been filled and emptied two times as of the first of August.
• We are supplying 2-4 people from both Palma Sola and Westminster to serve at Our Daily Bread each 
Friday.
• $205.80 was collected from PSPC for the 3 Cents A Meal Program in May. Contribution amount from 
Westminster was not available. Another 3 Cents a Meal opportunity is on Sunday, August 29th.

Fall Opportunities for Outreach and Fellowship
• Pie and Music by the Bradenton Ukulele Movement for A HapPie Fall Evening Wednesday, September 
22nd, 6:30 on the east lawn (see separate article).
• Zoom presentation of “A Digital Roadmap for Your Life” is 10-12 on Tuesday, September 28th. 
• Mobilization Sunday, formerly Rally Day, is on October 10th in fellowship hall (see separate article about 
what we are planning). 
• September Outreach Offering is for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.
• September DOES IT project is collecting snacks for Habitat for Humanity.
• We anticipate again writing Pen Pal letters to second grade students at Palma Sola Elementary School.
• Hope Seeds outdoor packing is Saturday Nov. 6th
• Collections continue for F.E.L.T. (Feeding Empty Little Tummies).
• Volunteering for serving at Our Daily Bread is on Fridays—contact Don Azbell, (941) 242-5759. 
Masks are worn. 
• Rides to church and appointments for those who need them are offered.  
Contact Gregg Pead, (941) 348-0773.

Outreach Update
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Outreach Update

New opportunities will be planned, stay tuned.  Adjustments to these programs might be made as we see 
how the COVID situation evolves. Thanks again for all you do.  Let’s continue to get more involved.  If 
you are interested in joining the Outreach Committee or volunteering for a particular project, contact 
me at: donna.lesch@yahoo.com

September Outreach Offering
Our Outreach Offering for September will go to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to support relief 
in the aftermath of the earthquake and hurricanes affecting Haiti. PDA is the emergency and refugee 
program of the Presbyterian Church USA and enables congregations to witness the healing love of 
Christ through caring for communities adversely affected by crisis and catastrophic events. 

PDA will remain active through the entire recovery process in Haiti, accompanying their partners 
in the area to determine long-term program needs and providing financial support for rebuilding 
and resilience. You may donate to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance:

• during the worship service, in your offering envelope,
• by mailing a check to the church office with “PDA” in the memo line, or
• Palma Sola members may also contribute through online giving

Palma Sola DOES It!

Our DOES It (Done On Every Sunday) project for September is collecting snacks and drinks for Manatee 
County Habitat for Humanity. Habitat for Humanity partners with people in their own community to help 
build or improve a place for someone to call their forever home. Habitat is celebrating its 27th year in Manatee 
County and has built almost 150 homes. 

Donated items will be enjoyed by volunteers on workdays at the home/job site and are a great way to show our 
support for this wonderful organization.  Needed items include individual packages of chips, crackers, cookies 
and nuts as well as bottled water, Gatorade, and juice.  Collection bins are in the Narthex through September 
26th or you can drop off your donations at the church office M-TH from 9am-4pm.  

Outreach Update Cont. 

mailto:donna.lesch@yahoo.com
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbaef7k6xZFbutKWY8R75FgiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQv90eMfaeUjLW_Qly1QvukM=&ver=3
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SEPT 2 Sonia Wegner
  Gene & Jane Mittel
SEPT 5 Tiffany Chinwuba (WPC)
SEPT 6  Nicholas Harripersaud
  Dennis & Vicki Schooley
SEPT 8  Fred Schouw (WPC)
SEPT 12  Mary Anne Paulsen (WPC)
SEPT 14  Roger & Lynne Smith

Mobilization Sunday                                                                                                                             
October 10th 9:30-11:00am

Fellowship Hall

Breakfast, followed by Worship with Discussion 
Campus tour at 11:00 am for those interested

How would you like to see your church become more vital? What role would YOU like to play in 
developing the characteristics of a Vital Congregation?

• Spirit-Inspired Worship
• Caring Relationships
• Authentic evangelism

• Outward community focus
• Forming disciples 

Let’s “rally” together and identify what we should do as a church to become more vital on 
Mobilization Sunday, October 10th.

We will join together in the Fellowship Hall to have a bite to eat, then be inspired through scripture, 
prayer, and learning about opportunities for being the church. Leaders will facilitate round table 

discussions to discern what YOU want to do.

What activities would you like to PARTICIPATE in? Where do you and YOUR gifts most closely 
align? Contributing ideas, engaging with neighbors, volunteering in community service?

Give it some thought and be part of the discussion on October 10 on becoming more vital.

-----Mobilizing To Become a More Vital Church-----

SEPT 16 Jason Onugha (WPC)
SEPT 24 Ron & Gail Dickerson  
  Rick & Penny Gullbrants
SEPT 25  Shirley Schexnayder 
SEPT 26  Chris Wolf
SEPT 27 Al & Bev Zimmer
SEPT 30 Tim Pedon
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Agape Flights

“We are listening to the needs of our missionary 
affiliates so they can best serve their communities in 
this time of crisis. When you support Agape Flights, 
you can be assured the supplies directly reach the 
Haitian people in desperate need. Agape’s planes 
are personally met at the airports by missionaries 
who distribute the emergency supplies and food 
to medical clinics, hospitals, children’s homes, and 
feeding programs.

We are responding through logistical efforts and 
continuous relief flights. Even in the midst of two 
tropical storms, Agape was able to deliver 3,000 
pounds of medical supplies, tarps, solar lights, food, 
and water merely 36 hours following the earthquake.”

Misión Peniel

“Over the past few months, we have been 
fielding the question, “When will the mission re-
open?”. Our response is always, “Misión Peniel 
has never closed!” Although many indoors 
ministry programs have had to be suspended 
throughout the pandemic, other ministries of the 
mission have continued at an ever busier, fuller 
pace!  Thanks to the faithful support of many 
churches in the presbytery and SW Florida, and 
individual donations and grants, Misión Peniel 
has continued to provide much needed support 
to the farmworker community in Immokalee 
throughout the pandemic.”   

-- Rev. Miguel Estrada

was
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Dreyer Trust Brings Relief to Those in Need

So far in 2021, Palma Sola Presbyterian has paid bills for Manatee County residents in need that total 
$27,076. This was made possible through the Dreyer Trust, and screening of needs by our partner Christian 
Care Alliance of Manatee. 

The amount includes:
• $20,592 in rent payments,
• $4,973 in utility payments, and
•$1,511 in medical expenses for a member of Troop 22

The Dreyer Trust was formed in 2015, through the bequest of member Elwood Dreyer, to provide short-
term assistance to those in need. Available to residents of Manatee County, the trust awards one-time grants 
for healthcare, housing, and other life expense shortfalls.

Thank You for Your Gifts and Bequests

We are grateful for the contributions of many, and recent generous 
bequests from the estates of Peggy Meador and Tom Sprenger. 

Thank you all for supporting the continuing work of the Church through 
your pledges and offerings. If you need offering envelopes, please call 

Sandra in the church office, (941) 792-3141.

God’s infinite love calls us to give joyfully and generously to do His will on 
earth. 

Mark your calendars 
for a Zoom seminar:

‘A Digital Roadmap for 
Your Life’

Tuesday, September 28th 
10 am - 12 pm 

Learn how to protect sensitive 
documents and digital assets.

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, September 22nd at 6:30 pm to celebrate the first day of fall 
with pie, music and fellowship. Gather under the trees on the east side of the church and enjoy apple 

and pumpkin pies, cider, and coffee as we relax and listen to the sounds of member Janice Saylor 
and her ukulele group. The event is free and friends and family are welcome! Sign-up in the Narthex 
or call the church office by Sunday 9/19 with name and number of people attending. It should be a 
wonderful evening of fellowship and fun – and maybe even some cooler weather!  Hope to see you 

there!

HapPIE Fall Evening 
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Palma Sola Presbyterian Church 
-September Newsletter 2021-

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
-September Newsletter 2021-

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209

941-792-3141
pspchurch.org 

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209

941-748-2848
wpcbradenton.com

https://amzn.to/3khB8TF 

Support Feeding Empty Little Tummies 
throughout the year.

F.E.L.T. provides weekend backpacks of 
food to over 800 homeless students in 
Manatee County each week, a time when 
these children often go hungry.

Your contributions of spare change, 
soft money and checks are GREATLY 
APPRECIATED, and will really make a 
difference in the lives of these children. 
Please make your contributions by using 
your offering envelopes during worship, 
or by sending checks to the church office 
with “FELT” in the memo line.

Puzzle Program
Last Summer, Gregg Pead organized and made 
available 50+ puzzles of various skill levels (250 – 
1000 pieces) that can be checked out and returned 
through the church office. Since then, sixty puzzles 

have been lent out!  

RESERVE A PUZZLE TODAY, by calling Sandra in 
the church office, (941) 792-3141. She will confirm 
with you the puzzle size you prefer and pick-up 
details. Delivery is also available if needed. 

https://www.pspchurch.org
http://wpcbradenton.com
https://amzn.to/3khB8TF 
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The Bible in 90 
Days - 2p

Worship Service 
10am

Outreach Team 
3pm Comms Team 

1pm

Palma Sola
Book Club

12p

WPC SESSION 
1pm

PSPC SESSION 
6:30pm

FINANCE TEAM
3:30P

Renewal 
Team
6:30P

Worship Service 
10am

Worship Service 
10am

Resources 
Team - 11:30a

The Church Office is Open 
Monday - Thursday | 9am - 4pm

View the online church Calendar for latest information about Sunday worship services, Bible study, outreach and 
other events. Livestreamed and recorded worship services may be viewed at Online Worship.

Worship Service 
10am

Stewardship Team 
2:30p

Worship Service 
10am

(Communion)

Newsletter 
Input 

Deadline

The Bible in 90 
Days - 2p

The Bible in 90 
Days - 2p

The Bible in 90 
Days - 2p

The Bible in 90 
Days - 2p

PSPC Deacons 
6:30pm

Zoom Seminar: 
Digital Roadmap 
for Your Life 10a

A HapPie Fall 
Evening 6:30p

Morning Men’s 
Group 8:30a

Morning Men’s 
Group 8:30a

WPC Deacons 
11am

https://www.pspchurch.org/calendar/#!
https://www.pspchurch.org/worship/services.cfm

