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MARCH 2021 NEWSLETTER
Palma Sola Presbyterian & Westminster Presbyterian Churches

You will note that this month’s newsletter 
features a new name – The Grapevine – and 
citing John 15:5 where Jesus declares, 
“I am the vine, you are the branches.” 

I have a vivid image of the grapevine in my 
grandparents yard; the many twisting and 
intertwined branches and shoots extending 
from a single trunk.I remember the seasons 
when as a kid, I’d grab a small cluster or pluck 
individual grapes as a spontaneous snack.

It was impossible to trace each branch in my 
grandparent’s grapevine and ultimately wasn’t 
important to be able to do so.  The grapes of 
one branch were the same as the other 

branches.  

The idea of a different name for our monthly 
publication comes from my observations of how 
two congregations – Palma Sola and Westminster 
– are sharing and intertwining our lives and work 
as we acknowledge that Christ is our foundation.  

My hope for our ongoing newsletter is to provide 
information that is important for our life 
together; informative about the activities of our 
church; and inviting to those who have belonged 
for many years and those who are new or looking 
for a place to belong.

I welcome your comments about our new name.  

Reverend Edward Dunn 
A New Name: “The Grapevine” 

The Grapevine
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:

Lenten Bible Study Series 
Led By Reverend Edward Dunn 
Join us for a Lenten Study Series
Wednesdays at 2:00p via ZOOM
February 17 – March 31

God is often at work through the ordinary: ordinary people, 
ordinary objects, ordinary grace.

In this devotional for the season of Lent, Jill J. Duffield draws 
readers’ attention to ten ordinary objects that Jesus would have 
encountered on his way to Jerusalem: dust, bread, the cross, coins, 
shoes, oil, coats, towels, thorns, and stones. In each object, readers 
will find meaning in the biblical account of Jesus’ final days. 
Each week, readers encounter a new object to consider through 
Scripture, prayer, and reflection. From Ash Wednesday to Easter, 
Lent in Plain Sight reminds Christians to open ourselves to the 
kingdom of God.

ZOOM INFORMATION: 
 Go to the lesson on Zoom at 2 pm Wednesday

or Dial In: 301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 843 2004 4866 Passcode: 727101

 RECORDING INFORMATION: 
Go to the recorded lesson after 12 pm Thursday

Souper Sunday Photos

Thank you  all for making this a Souper Sunday! $440 raised!

Prayer List for March 
for the family of Jim Beckwith
for Peter Sokolich on the death of his sister
for Mary Jane Handlin

To order the book 
with daily devotions to 
supplement the class, 
please go to Amazon

for Chuck Banks
for Phyllis Wachunis
for Penny Baker

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84320044866?pwd=NUZBendhMWk3bnhrZHdxNGdMbFBoZz09
https://www.pspchurch.org/connect-grow/lenten_study.cfm
https://www.amazon.com/Lent-Plain-Sight-Jill-Duffield/dp/0664265464/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1R6P52PSQGECF&dchild=1&keywords=lent+in+plain+sight&qid=1614640525&sprefix=lent+in%2Caps%2C179&sr=8-1
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•  Approved placing Prayer Request Cards in the pew racks again, alongside the COVID Tracking 
seat location card. They should be placed in the collection baskets, along with the seat location 
card, and will be given to Pastor Dunn and the Prayer Group.

•  Noted that Starbucks Gift Cards have been given to 38 teachers at Palma Sola Elementary to 
express our support and love for their dedication during these trying times.

•  Endorsed recommendations from Communications to change the church’s E-mail address from 
Verizon to Gmail and establish a series of functional addresses to make it easier for members, staff 
and vendors to contact the correct person/function in our church organization.

•  Discussed opportunities for managing our people and financial systems more efficiently by using 
an up-dated American Church Systems program. More study will be required to define the possible 
incentives and cost savings.

•  Endorsed a Communications plan to survey our congregations to determine how members are 
worshipping and receiving information about the life and programs of the church. We want to 
ensure that we are doing everything possible during the pandemic to help people stay connected 
with their church.

Palma Sola Session Highlights

to Morning Men’s Group 

Men’s Group

We will use the book 
‘1 Corinthians’ from 

Navigator’s Life Change 
series to guide us.

Men’s Group is just beginning a new study on Paul’s 1 Corinthians letter.  This 
is the perfect time to join the men’s group and see what is happening.

“Genuine spiritual maturity is found not through status and recognition but 
through faith, hope, and love.” Participants will learn practical instructions 
covering many topics including spiritual gifts, church life, sexuality, and 
worship. 

Contact Don Azbell (941) 242-5759 to purchase a copy of this study book. Or 
you may order the book online at christianbook.com or cvbbs.com

For information on Zoom access, contact Ron Dickerson (941) 792-9104. 
Pour your coffee, grab your breakfast, and join us at 8:00 am.

for fellowship, prayer, study on the 
1st and 3rd Thursdays at 8:00 am. 

Log in on Zoom and experience fellowship with Christian men.

Calling All WPC and PSPC Men!

http://christianbook.com
http://cvbbs.com
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Join Our Church Family Teams!

Bring your interest, skills, experience, and joy to a team! The work of our 
church is done by the teams and their subgroups listed below. WPC and 
PSPC members alike are welcome to join; currently one WPC member 
participates in Renewal Team, and another in Releasing Team. To learn 

more, make a suggestion, or volunteer, click on the names of the area leaders 
below to send them email, or give them a call. 

All meetings are currently on Zoom.

Renewal Team: 
9 members, meets 1st Thursday at 6:30 pm, chaired by Mary Montano. 

• Christian Education, Rich Wachunis (207-350-9675)
• Fellowship, Gail Dickerson (941-224-1117)
• Worship, Mary Montano (941-224-6152)

Releasing Team (Outreach Team): 
12 members, meets 1st Tuesday at 3:00 pm, chaired by Donna Lesch.

• Education and Literacy, Donna Lesch (941-718-3914)
• Food Security, Myrna Felix (941-748-1118)
• Support and Connection for Older Adults (open position)
• Missions, Don and Linda Azbell (941-447-9854) 
• General Outreach, Andrea Harmon (941-761-9847) 

Resources Team:
13 members. Communications meets 1st Thursday at 1:00 pm, Finance 
meets 2nd Thursday at 3:30 pm. Other subgroups, and the chairs of all 
subgroups, meet as needed. 

• Communications, Liz Brackmann (650-315-3347)
• Finance (PSPC), Gregg Pead (941-348-0773)
• Personnel, Linda Martin (941-755-7830)
• Property & Grounds, Ron Dickerson (309-531-3842)

mailto:rwachunis%40tampabay.rr.com?subject=
mailto:gaildpspc%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:montanouk%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:donna.lesch%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:myrfel9%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:azbell57%40verizon.net?subject=
mailto:aharmon5%40tampabay.rr.com?subject=
mailto:ejbrackmann%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:peedethree%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lindamartinpspc%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:rondickersonpspc%40gmail.com?subject=
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FELT DONATIONS 
Give to Feeding Empty Little Tummies Year Round

Our support for Feeding Empty Little Tummies is ongoing 
throughout the year.

F.E.L.T. provides weekend backpacks of food to over 800 
homeless students in Manatee County each week, a time 
when these children often go hungry.

Your contributions of spare change, soft money and checks are GREATLY APPRECIATED, 
and will really make a difference in the lives of these children. Please make your 
contributions by using your offering envelopes during worship, or by sending checks to the 
church office with “FELT” in the memo line

The congregation continues to support the outreach activities of donations, offerings, and writing letters 
to the second graders at Palma Sola Elementary School. Thank you. Everyone needs a little opportunity 
to give and receive God’s blessings, especially during this time of isolation.

In February we shared God’s love in the following ways:
• We provided needed nutritional supplements, diapers and medication to a preschool family at Palma 
Sola Elementary School.
• The Outreach Team purchased, through the education and literacy account, Starbucks gift cards to 
show the teachers at Palma Sola Elementary School that ‘We loved them A Latte’ on Valentine’s Day.
• Folks donated classroom supplies for Palma Sola Elementary.
• We wrote pen pal letters to the 2nd graders at Palma Sola Elementary.  We shared a lot of love with the 
staff and students this month, who are challenged providing education to young children and keeping 
them safe.
• Outreach Offering in February was for Our Daily Bread.
• Home Touch cards were written by many of you to folks in the congregation who have not been able to 
attend church.
• The Dorcus group made 41 different outfits for the Migrant Education Program at the School District 
of Manatee County.
• A few folks are making lap robes as part of the “Couch Reach” program.
• The Outreach Team provided soup, bread and dessert for a $5 donation to support CROP Hunger 
Walk on “Souper Sunday”, February 28th after church. Additional monetary donations were also 
accepted. We raised $440!

Coming Up in March:
• Outreach Offering will continue to be for Our Daily Bread.
• D.O.E.S. It (Done on Every Sunday) for March will be collecting items for the Manatee Operation 
Troop Support (MOTS)—see separate announcement and article.
• Continue writing the Home Touch Cards and donating to F.E.L.T., feeding empty little tummies.

Thanks for all you do to reach out to those less fortunate. 
Remember, “The gift to us is in the giving.”

Outreach Update

mailto:https://www.pspchurch.org/connect-grow/pspcnews.cfm%23announce_88?subject=
mailto:https://www.pspchurch.org/connect-grow/pspcnews.cfm%23announce_88?subject=
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Manasota Operation Troop Support

You may donate to Our Daily Bread:
• during the worship service, in your 

offering envelope, 
• by mailing a check to the church office. 

with “ODB” in the memo line, or
• through Online Giving

MARCH OUTREACH OFFERING
In March, we continue to give to Our Daily Bread of 
Bradenton to support free meals and a food pantry for those 
in need. With food insecurity stemming from the economic 
impacts of COVID-19, the need is great.

Our Daily Bread staff and regular volunteers serve hearty 
meals seven days a week, 10 to 11:30 am. At Our Daily Bread’s 
self-serve food pantry, clients can shop free once a month for 
fresh produce and other food items of their choice. Over 20,00 
people a year are served by the pantry. 

 Manasota Operation Troop Support is a non-profit organization that supports local military troops 
and their families before, during, and after deployment.  MOTS sends monthly care packages to deployed 
troops overseas that include snacks, magazines, personal hygiene items, and much needed letters and 
cards from home.  They also act as a resource for hard to come by services and items needed by deployed 
troops where they are located.  For example, a soldier in Saudi Arabia facing 110 degree temperatures 
requested a fan.  MOTS sent her three (to share with her unit) and a personal air conditioner just for her.  
When soldiers were stranded in Japan with only moldy packaged sandwiches to eat during the beginning 
of the pandemic.MOTS put their contacts to work and arranged for food to be sent to the rescue.  
 On the home front, MOTS ensures that the families of deployed soldiers are taken care of as 
well.  They operate food pantries for military families, collect and distribute Christmas gifts and school 
supplies, provide furniture and housing assistance, and help pay bills and arrange for vehicle and appliance 
maintenance.  Anything a family needs to bring peace of mind to their loved one serving our country 
goes on the list.  When a soldier returns back to the states, MOTS is right there to assist him or her to 
acclimate back into home living.
 Like many non-profits, Manatee Operation Troop Support is suffering during the pandemic.  Due 
to the cancellation of many fundraising events, funds are at an all-time low.  Restaurants and churches 
that are usually a steady source of food donations have also been hit hard and donations are down.  Each 
care package costs almost $20 to ship, but MOTS is committed to letting our deployed troops and their 
families know that they are not forgotten.  To find out more about how you can help them with this 
mission, visit the MOTSFL Facebook page today.   

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbaef7k6xZFbutKWY8R75FgiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQv90eMfaeUjLW_Qly1QvukM=&ver=3
https://www.ourdailybreadofbradenton.org
https://www.ourdailybreadofbradenton.org
https://www.facebook.com/pg/MOTSFL/about/
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The Palma Sola DOES It (Done On Every Sunday) project for March is collecting food 
items for Manasota Operation Troop Support (MOTS).  MOTS sends monthly care 
packages to deployed soldiers overseas.  Needed items are:

• Ready to eat canned items - tuna, chicken, Vienna sausages, beef stew, soup, spaghetti, 
fruit, applesauce
• Peanut butter
• Trail mix
• Beef jerky
• Instant drink mixes – coffee, cocoa, single serve lemonade/tea to add to bottled water
• Energy bars, protein bars
• Ramen noodle packages
• Individual variety packs of snacks – cookies, crackers, Chez-its, Pringles, Ritz Bits, Rice 
Krispy treats, etc.
• Assorted candies, gum, gummy fruits

Drop your food items in the bin in the Narthex through March 28th or bring them 
to the church office Tuesday or Thursday from 10a-12p.   If you would like to include 
a personal note or card to be included with the care package, THAT WOULD BE 
AWESOME!  See the newsletter article to learn more about this wonderful organization 
that helps provide support for our troops and their families.

Palma Sola DOES It!

Need More Offering Envelopes?
PSPCers may call the office (941) 792-3141, or email Gregg Pead at 
peedethree@gmail.com, to have envelopes mailed the them. 
During March, you may pick them up on the outdoor table after 
worship.

LOVE A GOOD BOOK? LOVE TO TALK ABOUT GOOD BOOKS?

Palma Sola Book Club

Meets every second Monday to laugh, share, and 
learn. Open to both congregations and their guests.

View 2021 book list here

INTERESTED? 
Contact Vicki Schooley: 

(941)792-5672 
VLschooley@gmail.com

MARCH 8TH | 12 PM VIA ZOOM

mailto:peedethree@gmail.com
https://www.pspchurch.org/editoruploads/files/Other/Palma_Sola_Book_Club_2021_List.pdf
mailto:vlschooley%40gmail.com?subject=
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MAR 3 Peter & Vicki Sokolich
MAR 5 Janice Saylor
MAR 6 Sam & Marcia Campbell
MAR 7 Susan Corbett
MAR 8 Dorothy Simes
MAR 12 Libby Saile
MAR 13  Fran Hensley
  Richard (Dick) Riley (WPC)
MAR 14 Charlotte Mattson (WPC)
MAR 15 Paul & Aline Goodrich
MAR 17 Cal Schafer
MAR 19 Glyn Oldham
  Patty Dawson
  Barry Yoder (WPC)
MAR 23 Wilma Hamilton (WPC)
MAR 25 Rich & Phylllis Wachunis
MAR 28 Linda Azbell
MAR 30 Mary Ann Jones

“We Love You A Latte”

Café latte gift cards, given in February to the 38 
teachers of Palma Sola Elementary School.

We’ll continue to wear face masks, socially distance, 
and use hand sanitizer until enough people in Manatee 
County have been vaccinated for there to be herd 
immunity. 

It is not yet scientifically proven whether being 
vaccinated prevents you from passing the virus to others. 
Additionally, new virus variants now in Florida are more 
easily transmitted, and as we now know transmission 
occurs mostly through the air via droplets and aerosols 
from noses and mouths. Finally, one variant, now in a few 
states, is not only more transmissible  but vaccination is 
somewhat less effective. 

So, keep up the good work—follow the basic safety 
practices, take your conversations outdoors, and welcome 
the fresh air coming through our open doors! 

Now that Seniors are Being Vaccinated, What’s Next?

Palma Sola Presbyterian Church,
The Migrant Education Program at the School District of Manatee County thanks you for 
the wonderful donations of handmade sweaters, shirts, pants and shorts.  Our migrant 

students are truly blessed to have an organization such as yours that is willing to give to our 
migrant students time and time again.  Again, thank you!

Sincerely,
Harold Medina

Coordinator, Migrant Education Program
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Palma Sola Presbyterian 
Church 

-March Newsletter 2021-

Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

-March Newsletter 2021-

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209

941-792-3141
pspchurch.org 

3011 19th  Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34205

941-748-2848
wpcbradenton.com

Thank You Daphne Ann!
Everyone attending church has seen the beautiful flower arrangements. Our flower lady, Daphne-
Ann Haynes checks the flowers every Sunday, and after the service, makes sure they continue to be 
enjoyed by someone. But with COVID it is hard, so she is no longer able to do this.

We from Westminster know she has done this for many years. She sent a card to remind you and 
also to check the dedication. She always asked if you want the flowers or if they could go to a shut-
in.  

But did you know she drove from Parish every Monday to check the sign-in sheets for visitors? 
Every visitor who left an out-of-town address received a note. Everyone in town received a loaf of 
White Mountain Bread that she delivered to their home.

These are her gifts these many years to Westminster and now also Palma Sola. We will miss the 
flowers, but we all say thank you to this wonderful lady. Thank You and Blessings Daphne-Ann for 
all you have done these many years!

:

Easter Week Worship Services 
March 28 Palm Passion Sunday Service  
10:00 am Sanctuary 

April 4 Easter Sunrise Service   
7:10 am  Palma Sola Botanical Park
  Safety protocols including masks & social   
  distancing will be observed, and chairs  
  provided. Sunrise will be at 7:17 am. 

April 4 Traditional Easter Service  
10:00 am Sanctuary

https://www.pspchurch.org
http://wpcbradenton.com
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Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
       

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
       

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
       

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
       

28 29 30 31    
       

 
 
 
 The Church Office is Open 

Monday - Thursday | 10am-1pm

To contact the church office, please email palmasolachurch@verizon.net or call 941-792-3141

View the online church Calendar for latest information about Sunday worship services, Bible study, outreach 
and other events. Livestreamed and recorded worship services may be viewed at Online Worship.

Communion Sunday

Worship 
Service - 10am

Outreach Team 
3pm

Comms Team 
1pm

Palma Sola
Book Club

12p

WPC SESSION 
1pm

PSPC SESSION 
6:30pm

8am on Zoom

FINANCE TEAM
3:30P

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE

Lenten Mid- 
Week Study 2pm

Lenten Mid- 
Week Study 2pm

Renewal Team
6:30P

Palm Passion 
Service - 10am

Worship 
Service - 10am

Worship 
Service - 10am

Fellowship on 
Zoom - 11:30a

Fellowship on 
Zoom - 11:30a

Fellowship on 
Zoom - 11:30a

Fellowship on 
Zoom - 11:30a

Lenten Mid- 
Week Study 2pm

Lenten Mid- 
Week Study 2pm

Lenten Mid- 
Week Study 2pm

8am on Zoom

Palm Sunday

mailto:palmasolachurch%40verizon.net?subject=
https://www.pspchurch.org/calendar/#!
https://www.pspchurch.org/worship/services.cfm

