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JUNE/JULY 2021 NEWSLETTER
Palma Sola Presbyterian & Westminster Presbyterian Churches

A little boy was getting ready for bed.  
His mother told him, “Time to say your 
prayers, dear.”  The child responded, “I 
can’t, Mom” and she asked, “Why not?”  

“It’s cause I can’t think of the exact words,” 
he replied.  His mother said, “ You don’t 
have to worry about that.  There are no 
right words when talking to God... God 
understands everything.”

“Good!  Then I’ll just say my ABCs.  God 
knows what I’m thinking.  God will put 
them together for me” the little boy replied.

In Luke 11 the disciples ask Jesus to “teach 
us to pray...” and in reply Jesus gives them 
and us the Lord’s Prayer as a model to follow.  
Prayer is, after all, a conversation with God; 
a time for us to speak to God and a time for 
us to listen for God’s voice in reply.  

I invite you to join me for a series of sermons 
in which we will look at the Lord’s Prayer and 
consider the model it provides for our own 
prayer life.  We’ll begin the series on June 20 
and end on July 25.  As always, our services 
will be live streamed each week at 10:00a.m. 
and available on our YouTube channel.

Reverend Edward Dunn 

Teach Us To Pray

The Grapevine
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            •  Responded to the recent relaxation of COVID mask guidance by the Center for Disease 
Control, with the following new policy for worship: 
         • “Persons fully vaccinated (at least two weeks past the final injection), are not required to   
 wear a mask during worship. 
         •  Persons not vaccinated, or until fully vaccinated, should continue to wear a mask to    
 protect themselves and others who are unvaccinated.
         •  As a courtesy, a mask should be worn when close to someone else wearing a mask,    
 keeping in mind that not everyone has been vaccinated, or can receive the vaccine, and   
 that some people’s immune systems do not allow them to get full benefit from the vaccine.”  
•  On the recommendation of the COVID Safety Team, Session has endorsed the following 
actions: 
 1) begin participatory responses by the congregation in the worship service, once or twice   
 during the service, such as during the Call to Worship, or reciting the Lord’s Prayer, 
 2) continue the current socially distanced Sanctuary seating plan, 
 3) continue to emphasize  taking fellowship conversations outdoors, 
 4) continue to leave doors open during the service to keep indoor air as fresh as possible, and  
 5) continue to ask congregants to stay home if they, or someone they have close contact with,  
 has flu-like symptoms. 
•  Approved the Pastor’s absence during June 10-15 to attend his son’s graduation from High 
School.

Palma Sola Session Highlights

Fellowship Cook Out
Palma Sola & Westminster - Cookout | June 6th | After Worship 

It’s been a long time since our congregations have assembled for fellowship.

Let’s EAT!! 
We are having a June cookout, with PSPC providing hamburgers, hotdogs, 
chips and drinks. There will be a sign-up sheet so we know who’s coming, 
and what you’d like to eat. 

Come share in some fellowship!

Tables and chairs will be set up outdoors, and our safety protocols will be 
followed.
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Pentecost Sunday Photos 

WESTMINSTER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
• Elected Sherri Kramer as church Treasurer
• Met with Angela Dinwoodie who is our new bookkeeper
• Approved Sherri Kramer, John Progar, and Nancy Shimandle as authorized bank signatories

Remember Your Pledges
Members, please remember to make contributions to your church’s general fund. 

You may contribute during worship in an offering envelope, or mail checks to your church office:
Palma Sola : 6510 3rd Ave W., Bradenton FL 34209

Westminster: 3011 19th Ave W, Bradenton FL 34209
Palma Sola members may also contribute through online giving

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbaef7k6xZFbutKWY8R75FgiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQv90eMfaeUjLW_Qly1QvukM=&ver=3
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Book Club meets on second 
Monday to laugh, share, and learn. 
Choose a book from our new 2021-
2022 book list and join us for an 
upcoming, fun session!

View Current 2021 book list here

For more information, call Vicki 
Schooley at (941) 518-2315.

     JUN 14 | 12 - 1PM    JUL 12 | 12 - 1PM

Men’s Group

Call Ron Dickerson for more 
information at (941) 792-9104.

Palma Sola Elementary Pen Pals

Morning Men’s Group meets for fellowship 
& prayer in the sanctuary of Palma Sola. 
All welcome; join with your coffee & 
breakfast in the Fellowship Hall!

Week 8 – June 3 | 8AM
Week 9 –June 17 | 8AM

https://www.pspchurch.org/editoruploads/files/Other/2021-22_Book_Club_List.pdf
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Summer is almost here and we prepare for more “open gatherings” and volunteer opportunities in the 
community.  Enjoy time outside and with your loved ones, and remember to be an example of who God 
wants you to be: Disciples of Christ.  Don’t just think about it, DO IT.  And thank you for all you are 
doing.

May Outreach
• Pen pal letters and gifts were delivered to Palma Sola Elementary School. Heartwarming pictures were 
received of the students with their gifts.  What a gift WE all received communicating with them.
• You donated a generous amount of toiletries for Turning Points clients for our DOES It project in 
May.  Thank you.
• A $100 donation was made from our Education and Literacy budget to support “Help Kids Now- Fire 
Safety For Our Kids” sponsored by the West Manatee Fire and Rescue. Children ages 7-11 will receive 
a fire safety kit for making smart choices for life.
• “3 Cents a Meal” collection, a Westminster tradition, was made on May 30th, the end of a five-Sunday 
month. Proceeds will go to Beth El, Mission Peniel or Our Daily Bread. Thank you for your generosity! 
The next collection dates will be: Aug - $6.71 | Oct - $5.51 | Jan - $8.25
  —WPC Missions.

Opportunities for June and July
• Dive Into Reading is a summer reading and mentorship program that pairs adult mentors with 2nd 
and 3rd graders from Manatee County Schools to help improve their reading levels by combating the 
“summer slide.”  It requires a minimum of a 2-hr commitment once a week for five weeks: 8:30-10:30, 
6/7-7/1 (4th of July week off) then 7/12-7/15. A 90-minute training session is required.  The last 
opportunity for the training is June 4th at 10:00.  If you are interested go to: www.oysterbar.net to 
register.
• June is Hunger Awareness Month. Beginning June 4th, we will again be serving in teams at Our Daily 
Bread.  Contact Don Azbell at azbell57@verizon.net if you are interested in volunteering.
• June Outreach Offering continues to be for Meals on Wheels Plus, which provides nutritional 
assistance and caring, supportive services to homebound seniors.
• June DOES It is collecting food items for The Food Bank.  A barrel has been placed in the Narthex, 
and will remain there for your food donations through August.
• July Outreach Offering is for The Food Bank.
• July DOES It will be collecting school supplies for Beth El.
• An ice cream social is tentatively scheduled for after church on Sunday July 18th, “National Ice Cream 
Day.”

I like to end on a yummy note.  Enjoy your summer.  Looks like we will be expanding how we “be the 
church” in our community. 

 Love you all.

Outreach Update

http://www.oysterbar.net
mailto: azbell57@verizon.net
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We are happy to report that in the May 9 worship service, 64 of 76 members of the congregation (84% 
responded to the vaccination status survey, with 55 saying they were fully vaccinated. By Sunday, May 23, 
all except one responding to the survey were fully vaccinated. We believe May 9 was a typical Sunday, so a 
least 84% of the congregation is vaccinated.

On May 13, the Center for Disease Control announced that those who have been vaccinated do not need to 
wear masks either outdoors or indoors. Contributing to the policy change was the finding that there is an 
extremely low probability that vaccinated people pass the virus to unvaccinated people.

In addition, the number of new COVID-19 cases per day in Manatee County has dropped significantly 
from the Winter. On May 20, the average over the previous week was 51 per day, the lowest it had been 
since mid-October.. 

Taking all this together, we and the PSPC Session developed new rules for mask wearing that began in the 
worship service on Sunday, May 23.

 • If you are fully vaccinated (at least two weeks past your last injection), you are not required to wear  
 a mask. 
 • If you are not vaccinated, or until you are fully vaccinated, please continue to wear a mask to     
 protect yourself and others who are unvaccinated.
 • As a courtesy, please wear a mask when you are close to someone else wearing a mask. Keep in   
 mind that not everyone has been vaccinated or can receive the vaccine, and some people’s immune  
 systems don’t allow them to get full benefit from the vaccine. 

Our other indoor safety protocols remain in place: maintaining social distance, leaving doors open to 
the outdoors, limiting time spent indoors, and holding conversations outdoors. Please be mindful that 
COVID-19 spreads through the air—proximity to, duration of exposure, and repeated exposure to aerosols 
matters.

Now that it is known that there is very little spread of COVID-19 from surfaces, hand sanitizer will no 
longer be dispensed by ushers, but will remain available in the Narthex.

We will continue to monitor the COVID-19 situation and make adjustments, with approval of Session, 
as conditions and guidelines evolve. We hope that the positive trends continue but of course there are no 
guarantees. You may view a report of COVID-19 status in Manatee County, updated weekly, here. 

Blessings, 
Your COVID Safety Team,
Liz Brackmann, Andrea Harmon, Gail Dickerson, and Mary Montano

Outreach Update

https://www.pspchurch.org/resources/covid19_aafety.cfm
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Outreach Update

Palma Sola DOES It!
The Palma Sola DOES It (Done On Every Sunday) project for June is collecting non-perishable food items 
for the Food Bank of Manatee.  The Food Bank of Manatee is the leading, local source of nutrition for 
food-insecure babies, children, families, and the elderly in Manatee County.  The need in our community 
is great, especially now that school is out for the summer and fewer children will be receiving meals at 
school.  Canned fruits, vegetables, soups, and meats as well as boxed and bagged pasta, rice, beans, and 
healthy cereal and breakfast bars are always in demand.

The DOES it for July is collecting school supplies and back packs for the Beth-El Farmworker Ministry 
in Wimauma.  Beth-El feeds the mind, spirit, and body of the farm-working and migrant community 
by offering hunger relief, education, healthcare, and spiritual growth.  Their Back to School program 
provides backpacks and school supplies for approximately 500 students each year.  All types of school 
supplies are needed including notebooks, crayons, pencils, glue sticks, scissors, etc. for VPK through 6th 
grade.  A complete list is available in the narthex.

Drop your items in the narthex bin on Sundays, or bring them to the church office Tues.-Thurs. 10-1

July Outreach Offering 
Our Outreach Offering for July will go to the Food Bank of Manatee, the largest hunger relief organization 
in Manatee County.  The Food Bank provides nutritional assistance and supportive services to individuals 
in need by distributing food through over 65 local non-profit partner agencies and food pantries.  The Food 
Bank has provided over 30 million pounds of food since 1985 for local children, families, and seniors.

You may donate to Meals on Wheels:

• during the worship service, in your offering envelope,

• by mailing a check to the church office with “Food Bank” in the memo line, or
• Palma Sola members may also contribute through online giving 

Staff Member Profile: Faraja Keyes
Faraja Keyes currently serves as the Admin/Communications Assistant, a 
Florida native, Faraja was born in Jacksonville, raised in Tampa and located 
to Sarasota to attend Pine View School where she earned her High School 
Diploma. After graduating from Florida State University with a Bachelors in 
English: Editing, Writing & Media she returned home where she interned with 
SRQ Magazine and started her marketing career at a local firm. She changed 
gears when she explored recruiting but realized that she missed utilizing her 
creative skills. Faraja serves both congregations by producing and distributing 
video presentations, church-event flyers, the monthly newsletter, bi-weekly 
email announcements, and weekly worship service bulletins and slides, among 
other products.

https://mealsonwheelsplus.org/food-bank-of-manatee/?gclid=CjwKCAjwtdeFBhBAEiwAKOIy53vumRAuHHW5z6OruvJaAXbtsQavKmqBgI8zemHjiW-BhnB_2PZhtRoC33EQAvD_BwE
https://beth-el.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbaef7k6xZFbutKWY8R75FgiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQv90eMfaeUjLW_Qly1QvukM=&ver=3
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JUN 3 Scott Mattson (WPC)
JUN 4 Russ & Mary Montano 
  Calvin & Ella Schafer 
JUN 8 Darlene Haas 
  Richard Pratt
  Paul & Shelly Harripersaud
JUN 9  Don & Linda Azbell
JUN 15 Gregg and Lorrie Pead 
  Mary Jane Tenny (WPC)
JUN 16 Judy Giles
  Michael “Mike” Stone (WPC)
JUN 19 Norman “Norm” Lee (WPC)
JUN 20 Chibuzor “Chib” Onugha (WPC)
JUN 21 Daphne-Ann Haynes (WPC)
JUN 23 Harris Onugha (WPC)
JUN 24 Patricia “Pat” Byrnes (WPC)
JUN 26 Don Forster
JUN 27 Anita Smith
  Laura Rieley (WPC)
JUN 30 Ann Twomey

  Karl Insani (WPC)
JUL 3  George Saile
  Burt Tupper (WPC)
JUL 5  Lois Lee (WPC)
JUL 7  Mike & Tracy Starcher
JUL 11 Gene & Myrna Adams
JUL 13 Paul Goodrich
JUL 14 Nila Cameron
  Marilyn Mcleod
  Rodger Smith
JUL 15 Paul Atherton’s 100th Birthday (WPC) 
  Millicent Riley (WPC)
JUL 17 Vicki Schooley
JUL 23 Ron & Marilyn Mcleod
JUL 25 Diane Honeman
  Sandra Atherton (WPC)
JUL 28  Alan Margreither (WPC)
JUL 29 Anna Mae Jones
JUL 30 Joan Sommerfeld (WPC)

:

Christianity & World Religions
Thank You Betty Bashaw and Marilynn Gillette

•
Much Appreciation and many thanks to Betty Bashaw and Marilyn Gillette.

They have done a great job of leading two Christian Education classes; Adam Hamiltion’s 
Christianity’s Family Tree and Christianity and World Religions. 

Their dedication to enhancing our understanding of God’s church is a gift to our churches.

We look forward to their next class.

May God bless their teaching.
Rich Wachunis
Elder, Christian Education

Recordings of the class discussions may be viewed here

Office/Studio Space Available
With the departure of West Manatee Fire Rescue on June 1, we are again looking to rent the space on the 
second floor of the PSPC Office Building. 

If you know of someone looking for space—perhaps to start a business, move a business out of their 
home, or have an art studio—please let them know about this opportunity to rent at a modest rate with 
office furniture and utilities included. WMFR graciously left the space furnished with modern, high-quality 
furniture. 

Options range from renting individual rooms to the entire office suite of 11 offices plus a conference room. 
Interested parties should contact the church office (941) 792-3141 or Ron Dickerson (941) 792-9104. 

https://www.pspchurch.org/connect-grow/world_religions.cfm
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Palma Sola Presbyterian Church 
-June/July Newsletter 2021-

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
-June/July Newsletter 2021-

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209

941-792-3141
pspchurch.org 

3011 19th  Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34205

941-748-2848
wpcbradenton.com

            April dawned, ushering us into Holy Week for the Western Church. Mid-April  
            heralded the beginning of Ramadan. May arrived, inviting us into Holy Week   
                          for the Eastern Church. Mid-May bowed to the end of Ramadan with celebratory          
                                                Eid al-Fitr meals.

            It’s not every year that these three holy seasons weave a dance of solemn   
            remembrance, prayer, communal gatherings, and celebration in such proximity  
            to one another. It’s not every year that these sacred spaces are threaded with       
            existential and literal questions of survival. Nor every year that they are burdened  
            by the weight of economic collapse and the shame of not being able to provide the  
            feasts that have been normal in any other year. But this is the reality in Lebanon  
            this year. In Syria and Iraq as well.
     
            From our Muslim friends, as we wished them a meaningful Ramadan, we could  
            hear their sense of burden as they replied, “We pray that the blessings of Ramadan  
            rest in our country and the whole world.” Among our Christian friends, we heard 
the familiar Easter greeting—”Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!”—said with yearning by a people of hope living in a 
perpetual state of Good Friday.

Scott and I are living alongside of and accompanying our friends, neighbors, and partners as they navigate multiple, 
simultaneous crises—economic collapse (starting fall 2019), the COVID-19 pandemic (since February 2020), and the 
aftermath of the Beirut port explosion (since August 2020). In the context of ongoing political stalemates, the future feels 
bleak to many people. In Lebanon, life savings have been lost as bank accounts are frozen to preserve capital in the country. 
Due to inflation, spending power has radically decreased. A person who earned a salary of $1000 a month in 2019 now 
earns the equivalent of $200 a month (if they are fortunate enough to still have a job). Consumer prices have increased by 
151.5 percent between January 2020 and January 2021.

We see the impact when we go grocery shopping. Middle-class families, who normally would have filled their cart, now 
wander the aisles selecting the two or three items most necessary to their survival and that they can afford. Meat or chicken 
has dropped out of most families’ meal plans. Families who were already economically vulnerable now often only have one 
meal a day; parents often go without so that their children have something. The situation is even more severe in Syria and 
for many in Iraq. And, on top of the harsh economic conditions, families have been faced with the brutal consequences of 
isolation during extended COVID-19 lockdowns.

I was talking with a friend and partner of the PC(USA) a few days ago. I asked her: “What do you think nourishes hope 
among the people here in Lebanon today?” She had been talking about how hope is seen in the actions of choosing to build 
again, especially when the future is hidden in the fog of uncertainty. But I wondered what nourishes that hope to choose to 
act in such a way? She replied: “It’s knowing we are not alone. We are a community together who are Lord is with us.”
You are among those partners through whom the Risen Lord continues to nourish hope. Thank you for your prayers, 
encouraging emails, being part of sharing the story of our partners’ contexts and work, and for your financial support. May 
the gift of hope also be nourished and sustained in you.

- Elmarie and Scott Parker

We fondly remember Elmarie and Scott’s visit to PSPC in February 2019, and pray for them and the communities they 
serve. View their webpage here, with contact info and additional news.

A Spring Letter from Our Middle East Missionaries

The Saint George Maronite Cathedral and Mohammad 
Al-Amin Mosque sit side-by-side in downtown Beirut, 
Lebanon.

https://www.pspchurch.org
http://wpcbradenton.com
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/elmarie-and-scott-parker/
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Church Cook Out

Worship 
Service - 10am

Outreach Team 
3pm

Comms Team 
1pm

Palma Sola
Book Club

12p

WPC SESSION 
1pm

PSPC SESSION 
6:30pm

8am
FINANCE TEAM

3:30P

Renewal Team
6:30P

Worship
Service - 10am

Worship 
Service - 10am

Fellowship on 
Zoom - 11:30a

Fellowship on 
Zoom - 11:30a

Fellowship on 
Zoom - 11:30a

8am

Resources 
Team - 11:30a

The Church Office is Open 
Monday - Thursday | 10am-1pm

To contact the church office, please email palmasolachurch@verizon.net or 
call 941-792-3141

View the online church Calendar for latest information about Sunday worship services, Bible study, outreach and 
other events. Livestreamed and recorded worship services may be viewed at Online Worship.

Worship 
Service - 10am

Fellowship on 
Zoom - 11:30a

DEACONS MTG 
11:30AM

Father’s Day

mailto:palmasolachurch%40verizon.net?subject=
https://www.pspchurch.org/calendar/#!
https://www.pspchurch.org/worship/services.cfm
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Worship 
Service - 10am

Outreach Team 
3pm

Palma Sola
Book Club

12p

WPC SESSION 
1pm

PSPC SESSION 
6:30pm

FINANCE TEAM
3:30P

Renewal Team
6:30P

Worship
Service - 10am

Worship 
Service - 10am

Fellowship on 
Zoom - 11:30a

Fellowship on 
Zoom - 11:30a

Fellowship on 
Zoom - 11:30a

Resources Team - 
11:30a

The Church Office is Open 
Monday - Thursday | 10am-1pm

To contact the church office, please email palmasolachurch@verizon.net or 
call 941-792-3141

View the online church Calendar for latest information about Sunday worship services, Bible study, outreach and 
other events. Livestreamed and recorded worship services may be viewed at Online Worship.

Worship 
Service - 10am

Fellowship on 
Zoom - 11:30a

DEACONS MTG 
6:30pm

Independence Day

mailto:palmasolachurch%40verizon.net?subject=
https://www.pspchurch.org/calendar/#!
https://www.pspchurch.org/worship/services.cfm

