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OCTOBER 2021 NEWSLETTER

Palma Sola Presbyterian & Westminster Presbyterian Churches

On Sunday, October 24th at 4:00p.m. my call as your Pastor will be complete.  The 
installation of a pastor brings to a close the process of calling a pastor when the 
presbytery gathers along with the congregation to celebrate and install a new pastor as 
part of a worship service. 

Among the questions asked of Deacons, Elders, and Pastors is this one: “Will you pray 
for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love?”  When 
I was ordained to ministry a quarter century ago those objectives were an important 
and exciting part of my call.  Little did I know how important they would become at a 
time like the present.

Ministry during a pandemic has required a level of energy and imagination that most 
of the clergy had never envisioned.  It requires the learning of skills that weren’t even 
considered in the seminary curriculum.  And the most needed objective has been love:  
giving love and allowing oneself to be loved in the midst of such trauma and grief.  

Reverend Edward Dunn 

Energy, Intelligence, Imagination and Love 
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Ministry that is energetic, imaginative, forward thinking and compassionate is vastly different than 
it has ever been.  We have and continue to learn to use technology for worship and education; to 
meet as committees and boards; and to be a friendly face to those who are alone and afraid.  Zoom 
has become more than an exclamation in a comic book; it has served as a lifeline for churches that 
could not meet in person.  Emails and electronic newsletters have become an important way to 
share the news of the church.

The extraordinary gift of this congregation has been your embrace and willingness to learn and 
develop these new ways of doing ministry in a time when you were in a pastoral transition.  

I have been with you for 9 months and enjoyed every minute.  I felt your warm welcome from the 
very first day and I’m looking forward to a long tenure filled with energy, intelligence, imagination, 
and, most of all, love recognizing that they are gifts we exchange with one another.

If you are viewing from home please 
remember that Zoom fellowship time 

starts at 11:30 am via Zoom.  Grab 
your coffee and enjoy catching up with 
friends old and new from the comfort 

of your own home.  You may join in 
anytime between 11:30am & 12:30pm 

by clicking on the link below.
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87537998044

Any questions, contact Gregg Pead at 
941-348-0773.

Sunday Zoom Fellowship 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87537998044
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WESTMINSTER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

HapPie Fall Evening Photos
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•  Approved a $2.5k contribution to Habitat for Humanity in support of our participation in 
their 2022 Faith Build.
•  Approved a $1k contribution to the Presbyterian Fund for Afghan Refugee Resettlement.
•  Reviewed results of the Joint Sessions Workshop held to examine the input from the Vital 
Congregations Survey and discuss how to address areas where we might grow in vitality. 
Church Teams/committees will continue to study this information to determine how their 
programs might support this growth.
•  Approved an up-dating of the Manual of Administrative Operations.
•  New members of both congregations will be formally received and welcomed at the 
October 31st worship service.
•  A Congregational Meeting was scheduled after worship on November 7th to elect new 
officers.  
•  Approved a bid of $9.8k to replace the gutters on the church roof. 

Palma Sola Session Highlights

   

October Sermon Schedule
Led by Reverend Edward Dunn

OCT 3  Luke 24:13-34  “At the Table”
       *WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY*
       
OCT 10   MOBILIZATION SUNDAY 

OCT 17   Isaiah 53:4-12 |  “Know what you ask for”
   Mark 10:35-45 

OCT 24  Jeremiah 31:7-9 |  “Exciting news”      
   Mark 10:46-52 

OCT 31  Deuteronomy 6:1-9 | “Listen!”       
   Mark 12:28-34  *Reformation Sunday*
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Palma Sola Book Club

Book Club meets on the second 
Monday to laugh, share, and learn. 
Join in any time for a fun session! 
Find the book selected for the 
month in our book list.

View Current 2021 book list here

For more information, call Vicki 
Schooley at (941) 518-2315.

      OCT 11 | 12 - 1PM     NOV 8 | 12 - 1PM

Men’s Group

Please contact Rich Wachunis 
(941) 567-5041 for information

You’re invited to attend the Morning Men’s 
Group. Get to know the men you see in 

church. Share your story. Enjoy fellowship.

October Meetings start at 8:30AM  
OCT 7 -  social fellowship & breakfast 

   at Poppi’s Restaurant
OCT 21 - social and Christian topic 

discussions at PSPC.

Church Emergency Preparation Survey 
Westminster and Palma Sola Members,

We are jointly updating our emergency contact records so we will know your plans and be able to assist you 
in the event of a local disaster such as a hurricane. Please take time to fill out the new survey. There are three 

options for completing the survey:
• Click “Download Survey” to download and print the survey. 

Fill it out by hand, and return it to worship or church office.
• Click “Link to Survey” and fill out the survey online. 

Then click on “Mail to Me” to receive a copy in email. 
•Pick up a copy of the survey at worship or in the church office, fill it out by hand, and return. 

Attend one or both gatherings each month.

WESTMINSTER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
• The session approved the motion to move the monies from the sale of the building to a second Triple 
Crown account.
• Session approved a donation of $2,000 from our mission fund to send to the Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance
• Session approved the deletion of their Board of Deacons
• Session approved the hiring of Sherri Kramer as our Bookkeeper as of Oct. 1, 2021. Sherri also serves as 
the Church Treasurer 

https://www.pspchurch.org/editoruploads/files/Other/Book_List__21-_22.pdf
https://www.pspchurch.org/editoruploads/files/Other/Church_Disaster_Preparation_Survey.pdf
https://forms.gle/ffN1yNdssXT3kyQL9
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Outreach Update

Blessings abound through serving the Lord and we at Palma Sola and Westminster feel the peace and 
serenity of “Being the Church” as we do for others as He has done for us.  We have many opportunities to 
“Be the Church” coming up this fall.

September Outreach Donations and Fellowship
• Outreach Offering was for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance specifically for US hurricane Relief. $500 
was donated from PSPC’s local and international missions account to supplement this donation.
• DOES IT (Done On Every Sunday) was collecting snacks and drinks for workers of Habitat For 
Humanity.
• PSPC is donating $1000 from our general missions account to help in the resettlement of the Afghan 
refugees 
• On September 22nd about 40 people attended the “HapPie Gathering” on the east lawn. It was an evening 
of enjoying delicious pie and fellowship, while listening to the music and song from the Bradenton Ukulele 
Movement, led by Janice Saylor.
• Gregg Pead has offered “Drive to appointments and church service” for those in need.  He has had a few 
requests and would love to accommodate all.  If you would like to volunteer to help with this service, let 
Gregg know.
• “Digital Roadmap” presentation was held via ZOOM on Tuesday September 28th, to inform individuals 
how to protect their digital assets.

Opportunities To Serve This Fall
• Mobilization Sunday will be held Sunday October 10th during the church service to learn about 
opportunities to “Be The Church”. Followed by writing letters of Thanksgiving to send with Agape Flights 
while enjoying fellowship and a bag lunch.
• Pen Pal letters from Palma Sola Elementary 2nd grade students will be arriving shortly for you to sign up 
and be a pen pal.
• Hope Seeds packing activity will be Saturday, Nov. 6th from 9:30-12:30 in fellowship hall.
• Outreach Offering for October will be for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for Haiti. An additional 
$500 will be donated from PSPC’s account for local and international missions.
• Outreach Offering for November will be for Bible Mission USA.
• Outreach Offering for December will be the Christmas Joy Offering.
• DOES IT for October will be collecting warm wear for Turning Points.
• DOES IT for November will filling Christmas shoe boxes for Meals On Wheels.
• DOES IT for December will be the 12 Days of Christmas food collection. We also plan to do the Angel 
Tree for Salvation Army and Adopt-A-Family for Palma Sola Elementary School.
• Fellowship opportunities are being planned:  October: “Holy Strollers,” a walking/meditation event. 
November: Game /Puzzle Night or Movie. December: Christmas caroling.  Stay tuned for more 
information.

Outreach Update
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Outreach Update

We thank you for all you do. The above plans are fluid and may be adjusted due to safety concerns.  Please 
consider joining one of the church’s committees or offering suggestions of what you would like to see 
the church (YOU) become involved in.  If you are interested in joining the Outreach Committee or 
volunteering for a particular project, contact me at: donna.lesch@yahoo.com

October Outreach Offering
Our Outreach Offering for October will go to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to support relief in 
the aftermath of the earthquake and hurricanes affecting Haiti.  PDA is the emergency and refugee 
program of the Presbyterian Church USA and enables congregations to witness the healing love of 
Christ through caring for communities adversely affected by crisis and catastrophic events.  PDA will 
remain active through the entire recovery process in Haiti, accompanying their partners in the area to 
determine long-term program needs and providing financial support for rebuilding and resilience.  

• during the worship service, in your offering envelope,
• by mailing a check to the church office with “PDA” in the memo line, or
• Palma Sola members may also contribute through online giving

October DOES It!

Our DOES It (Done On Every Sunday) project for October is collecting warm wear for Turning Points.  Turning 
Points provides a variety of free services designed to help individuals and families on their path to financial 
stability and independence.  

Clean out your closets (or purchase new!) and help us donate items to those in need as the weather turns colder 
this year.  Gently used coats, jackets, hats, gloves/mittens, scarves, and blankets in all sizes for men, women 
and children are needed.  

Collection bins are in the Narthex through October 31st or you can drop off your donations at the church office 
M-F from 9am-4pm.  

Outreach Update Cont. 

mailto:donna.lesch@yahoo.com
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbaef7k6xZFbutKWY8R75FgiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQv90eMfaeUjLW_Qly1QvukM=&ver=3
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The ongoing securing of tenants for the 2nd floor offices has 6 committed of the 8 offices available.  The 9th 
is the Samaritan Counseling office which is no charge as a PSPC mission.  We have one midsize and one large 
office left. Scott has completed some painting, window cleaning and rug cleaning to prepare this area. This 
will assist PSPC in offsetting building maintenance expenses. 

New gutter installation and repairs of some existing will be completed later in October. This will protect our 
new roof and prevent building damage and ground erosion. 

The north side entry door with the blue canopy has a keypad that uses a PIN number installed for upstairs 
tenants, their clients and for scouting organizations to enter the building. This has solved the issue of having 
many keys being given out. Church staff and officers  next. 
 
Rust stains from sprinkler well water on the buildings and fencing have been substantially removed by Scott. 
The rust on benches and a monument in the memorial garden area was also worked on. 

October interior sanctuary doors will be repainted . The south side tree that we lost has had the stump 
removed and so the ground all around it will be cleared. A planning team for the church’s lawn and plant 
areas will soon start meeting ; the void left from the lost tree will be part of the plans. Volunteers to help in 
our designing and planning are welcomed. Email Ron at rondickersonpspc@gmail.com   

Mobilization Sunday                                                                                                                             
October 10th  10:00-11:00 am                                                                                                                                  

in the Sanctuary
The new Mobilizing Sunday will be a blended service in the Sanctuary of

   • inspiring scripture, music, and prayer. 
   • learning ways you can contribute to joint church teams,
   • hearing from our mission partners about their needs, and 
   • considering opportunities for us to grow as a Vital Congregation.

Following the service, outside of the Fellowship Hall, there will be an opportunity to write 
notes of gratitude and appreciation to missionaries in the Caribbean who will be receiving 

Thanksgiving care packages from Agape Flights. Note cards will be provided, along with light 
refreshments.

What activities would you like to participate in? Where do you and your gifts most closely 
align?

- Join in, as we mobilize for “Being the Church”-
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	 •	 	 	

	 	
Members	from	our	two	Sessions	met	together	on	August	28th	to	review	the	results	of	their	Survey	
about	the	vitality	of	our	joint	ministry.	Using	the	Vital	Congregations	Initiatives	program	being	
sponsored	by	the	Presbytery,	the	group	explored	where	they	felt	we	stood	in	our	church’s	life	cycle,	
examined	the	seven	characteristics	of	vital	churches	and	saw	how	well	we	thought	we	were	living	
into	the	seven	characteristics	as	measured	by	our	Survey	results.	

What are the characteristics of vital churches?
	 •	Lifelong	Discipleship	Formation:	Do we form and strengthen a discipleship that  
 permeates our lives and is engaged with today’s issues?
	 •	Intentional	Authentic	Evangelism:	Do we authentically share the good news of Jesus  
 Christ in our daily living?
	 •	Outward	Incarnational	Focus:	Do we focus on neighbors, neighborhoods, people  
 who are different, and those who are suffering and marginalized?
	 •	Empowering	Servant	Leadership:	Do we help members find their best way to   
 contribute to the life of the congregation?
	 •	Spirit	Inspired	Worship:	Does our worship provide inspiration for our lives?
	 •	Caring	Relationships:	Do we love and care for all members?
	 •	Ecclesial	Health: Do we care for our staff and leaders, build community, and practice  
 fiscal responsibility and healthy decision-making?

The	Survey	showed	we	are	doing	well	with	several	vital	characteristics,	however,	in	discussion	the	
group	identified	areas	where	there	is	opportunity	for	improvement.	These	areas	have	been	turned	
over	to	the	appropriate	church	Teams/committees	for	further	study	as	they	prepare	their	ministry	
programs	and	budgets	for	next	year.	

We	are	looking	forward	to	the	post-pandemic	era	and	discovering	new	ways	of	“Being	the	Church”	
next	year.	It	is	likely	that	we	will	spend	more	time	exploring	these	seven	characteristics	and	
identifying	ways	to	live	deeper	into	our	mission.	Any	changes	will	be	made	with	the	engagement	
of	our	members,	exploring	with	prayer	and	reflection,	imagining	new	things,	and	experimenting	
around	the	edges	of	what	we	already	do	well.

Stay	tuned.	There	will	be	more	to	come!

Joint Session Vitality Meeting
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Join Our Church Family Teams!
Bring your interest, skills, experience, and joy to a team! Much 
of the work of our churches is done by joint teams and their 

subgroups. Click on the link below to view these teams. WPC 
and PSPC members are encouraged to join; currently one WPC 

member participates in Renewal Team, and another in Releasing 
Team. To learn more, make a suggestion, or volunteer, contact 

the leaders listed.
TO VIEW THE JOINT PSPC & WPC TEAMS CLICK HERE 

Contact Sandra at 
(941)792-3141 and she will 
make arrangements with 

Gregg Pead

Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 10th after worship 
outside Fellowship Hall when we will write messages of 
gratitude and encouragement to be included in Thanksgiving 
care packages sent through Agape Flights to missionaries in 
the Caribbean.  Agape Flights serves missionaries in Haiti, the 
Bahamas, Cuba, and the Dominican Republic by transporting 
mail and other needed supplies as well as expediting relief 
supplies during disasters and emergencies.  They send 250 
Thanksgiving meal care packages every year – all the items 
needed to prepare a traditional Thanksgiving dinner – which 
means so much to those who are far away during the holiday 
season.  We would like to include personalized notes in each 
one of these packages, so we hope you will make plans to join 
us in these efforts.  Note cards and stationery will be provided 
along with light refreshments. 

Missionary Letters 

https://www.pspchurch.org/about-us/leaders_teams.cfm
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OctoberBirthdays & Anniversaries
OCT 1  Myrna Felix
  Shirley Christian 
OCT 4  Debbie Grubb
  James Wolf
OCT 5  Elizabeth Dykstra (WPC) 
OCT 6  Marcia Campbell
OCT 12  Douglas Johnson
OCT 14  Jolanda Sirovy
OCT 15  Tracy Starcher
OCT 16  Betty MacClinchy 
  Roberta Rae McWhirter 

OCT 17  Vicki Sokolich
OCT 20  Betty Bashaw 
  Walter & Roberta Rae McWhirter
OCT 21  Julie Mumford
OCT 23  Amy Pedon
OCT 24  Walter Campbell
  Deanna Gordon
  Walter McWhirter
OCT 25  Ella Schafer
  Lorraine Stork
OCT 27  Nancy Ball

Palma Sola Presbyterian Church 
-October Newsletter 2021-

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
-October Newsletter 2021-

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209

941-792-3141
pspchurch.org 

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209

941-748-2848
wpcbradenton.com

Puzzle Program

We have 50+ puzzles of various skill levels (250 – 1000 
pieces) that can be checked out and returned through 

the church office. 

RESERVE A PUZZLE TODAY, by calling Sandra in 
the church office, (941) 792-3141. She will confirm 
with you the puzzle size you prefer and pick-up 

details. 

Thank you for your recent Puzzle Donations!  

Pack a seed, fill a need!  You are invited to a Hope Seeds packing event on Saturday,	November	6th	
from	9:30	am-12:30	pm	in	Fellowship	Hall.  Join with other volunteers to assemble seed packets to be 
distributed all over the world.  Hope Seeds is a Christian, charitable organization that seeks to improve 
the nutrition of the poorest in the world by providing quality garden seed and agricultural education 
through Christian missionaries and organizations.  All supplies are provided and all work is done 

sitting at tables.  Come for an hour or stay the whole time.  Friends and family are welcome!

https://www.pspchurch.org
http://wpcbradenton.com
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Worship Service 
10am

(Mobilizing Sunday)

Outreach Team 
3pm

Palma Sola
Book Club

12p

WPC SESSION 
1pm

PSPC SESSION 
6:30pm

FINANCE - 3:30P
Renewal - 6:30P

Worship Service 
10am

Worship Service 
10am

Resources-11:30a

Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday | 9am - 4pm
View the online church Calendar for latest information about Sunday worship services, 
Bible study, outreach and other events. Livestreamed and recorded worship services may 
be viewed at Online Worship.

Worship Service 
10am

(World Communion Sunday)
Stewardship Team - 2:30p

Newsletter 
Input 

Deadline

The Bible in 90 
Days - 2p

The Bible in 90 
Days - 2p

The Bible in 90 
Days - 2p

The Bible in 90 
Days - 2p

DORCAS - 9am

Priscilla Arvidson Memorial 
Service - 11a | Sanctuary

Morning Men’s 
Group 8:30a

Personnel Team 
1pm

Worship Service 
10am

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a

Rev. Edward Dunn
 Installation Service - 4p

Gene Mittel Memorial 
Service - 11a | Sanctuary

Lee Martin Celebration of 
Life  - 10a | Coquina Beach 

Gulfside North Pavillion

PSPC DEACONS - 6:30pm 

Morning Men’s 
Group 8:30a

Comms 1pm

Outdoor Fellowship 11a

Outdoor Fellowship 11a

Outdoor Fellowship 11a

https://www.pspchurch.org/calendar/#!
https://www.pspchurch.org/worship/services.cfm

