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NOVEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER

Palma Sola Presbyterian & Westminster Presbyterian Churches

It wouldn’t be Thanksgiving without hearing the Psalmist sing out,

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing.

Psalm 100: 1-2

It was an inspirational moment when at last, our church sang during the Installation Service. Since March 2020, 
our collective voices had been silent to protect others and ourselves.  I look forward to a return to singing this 
month. 

We will also resume fellowship gatherings before worship in the Sanctuary entryway and after worship in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Individuals and teams are encouraged to volunteer as hosts for our gatherings.  Let me know if 
you’d like to help and I’ll connect you with our fellowship team.

The psalm continues,

Know that the Lord is God.

Reverend Edward Dunn 

Thoughts on a Psalm
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It is he that made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Psalm 100: 3

These words remind us that we are part of God’s creation and that we are called to be faithful stewards of creation.  
To that end, we are taking action steps toward becoming an EarthCare Church.  We have added a recycle bin 
to our kitchen for plastics and a recycle box in our workroom for paper.  We will be taking other steps toward 
making our church eco-friendly and inspiring you to consider how to be the same at home.

The psalm concludes
For the Lord is good;

his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

Psalm 100: 4-5

Stewardship of our planet is important.  Stewardship in terms of your financial support for the church is 
important too.  We have been blessed by the support of generations before us and it is our turn to consider 
and provide for the generations that follow us.  Don’t ignore the information you’ll be receiving this month.  
Prayerfully consider what you will give in the coming year.

   

November Sermon Schedule
Led by Reverend Edward Dunn

NOV 7  I Kings 17:8-16 |  “Giving what you can”
   Mark 12:38-44  Communion/DST ends    
    

NOV 14   Psalm 50   “To Know God is to Thank God”
       Pledge Sunday   

NOV 21   2 Samuel 23:1-7 |  “Before Advent”
   John 18:33-37  Christ the King Sunday 

NOV 28  Jeremiah 33:14-16 | “Redemption is near”     
   Luke 21:25-36  First Day of Advent 
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WESTMINSTER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Rev. Dunn’s Installation Service
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•  Approved the scheduling of two Christmas Eve Worship Services at 4pm and 7pm.
•  Approved vacation for Pastor Dunn during December 9-16, and rescheduled the December 
Session meeting to December 14th. 
•  Endorsed holding the “Longest Night Service” on Tuesday, December 21st at 5 pm at Palma 
Sola Botanical Park.
•  Reviewed a Plan for becoming an Earth Care Congregation in response to the General 
Assembly’s call to Restoring the Creation and the Presbytery’s vital congregation initiative. 
This action will be voted on at the next Session meeting. 
•  Approved a move to invite singing during worship with masks, beginning November 7th. 
This action will be reviewed again after 30 days.
•  Approved disbanding the Ad Hoc COVID Safety Team with the appreciation of the Session 
for their work in establishing our COVID Protocols and guiding us through the difficult 
decisions required by the pandemic. This Team will be replaced by a new Joint Campus 
Safety Team having a broader range of safety issues in addition to COVID, including medical 
emergencies, response to natural disasters and active shooter situations. Individuals interested 
in joining this new activity are encouraged to contact Pastor Dunn.

Palma Sola Session Highlights

Westminster Session Highlights
• Accepted the resignation as Elder of Alan Margreither due to ill health.
• Called for a Congregational/Corporation Meeting on November 28, 2021.
• Approved a new Liability Insurance Policy with Church Mutual

It ’s Coming Nov 14th
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Finally!  Our campus has recycling bins. Our garbage service does not offer recycling, so we have purchased 
a few blue cans on wheels. Please use them for recyclable items such as paper or plastic. Volunteers will 
transfer materials from these bins to their home recycling bins (you can join in!). This is one small step in our 
growing commitment to the PC-USA Earth Care Congregations program, for which we are undertaking new 
steps to be good caretakers of God’s planet. 

It ’s Coming Nov 14th

	 •	 	 	

	 We	are	thrilled	to	announce	that	we	are	partnering	with	other	faith	groups	in	Manatee	County	
on	the	newest	Habitat	for	Humanity	Faith	Build	home.		Along	with	a	$2500	contribution	and	donations	
of	snacks	and	drinks	for	volunteer	workdays,	Palma	Sola	&	Westminster	will	help	complete	the	task	of	
affordable	home	ownership.		
	 Habitat	for	Humanity	partners	with	people	in	their	own	community	to	help	build	or	improve	a	
place	for	someone	to	call	their	forever	home.		Habitat	homeowners	help	build	their	own	home	alongside	
volunteers	and	pay	an	affordable	mortgage.		
	 Habitat	is	celebrating	its	27th	year	in	Manatee	County	and	has	built	almost	150	homes:	building	
5-6	houses	a	year	at	an	average	cost	of	$140,000-$150,000	not	including	land,	infrastructure,	etc.		Funding	
comes	from	a	variety	of	city	and	county	sources	as	well	as	corporate	sponsors	and	community	groups.		
Current	building	practices	incorporate	as	many	green/cost	efficient	initiatives	as	possible	to	help	keep	the	
homeowner’s	expenses	down	and	increase	their	quality	of	life.		This	Faith	Build	home	will	be	unique	as	
there	are	special	needs	accommodations	to	take	into	consideration	during	the	building	process.		

					Palma	Sola	&	Westminster	are	blessed	to	help	provide	a	forever	home	for	the	Vazquez	family,	and	all	
parties	involved	are	looking	forward	to	creating	an	environment	that	will	facilitate	a	better	and	safer	home	
for	Yvette	and	Jose.		Stay	tuned	in	the	coming	months	for	information	on	the	groundbreaking	ceremony,	
work	days,	and	other	ways	you	can	be	involved.

Habitat for Humanity: Faith Build 2022

					Building	will	begin	in	early	2022	and	hopefully	be	completed	by	August	
2022.		We	are	happy	to	introduce	Yvette	and	Jose	Vazquez	who	have	been	
qualified	for	this	home.		Yvette	works	as	a	private	duty	home	health	aide	
with	Manatee	County	Rural	Health.		She	is	a	single	mom	who	started	
working	at	the	age	of	12,	helping	her	mother	who	always	made	sure	there	
was	food	on	the	table	and	a	roof	over	their	heads.		Yvette	brings	this	
same	strength	and	determination	to	caring	for	her	own	son	Jose,	who	is	
wheelchair	bound	with	Cerebral	Palsy.		Yvette	says	“Providing	him	with	a	
stable	home	so	he	doesn’t	have	to	worry	is	very	important	to	me.		Jose	is	my	
world	and	he’s	my	reason	to	keep	moving	forward.”		
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Outreach Update

     The holidays are right around the corner. It is the time of thanks and the season of giving.  I want to 
thank everyone for your generous giving throughout the year.  We are all blessed to be able to do so. Check 
out the ways that you have been “Jesus’ feet on this earth today”, and ways you can continue to be His 
servant in the weeks to come.

Ways YOU have served in October
• Outreach offering for October was for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to support relief in the aftermath 
of the earthquake and tropical storm affecting Haiti.  An additional donation of $500 was made from our 
Local and International Missions account.
• The DOES IT Project was collecting warm wear for Turning Points.  Turning Points provides a variety of 
free services designed to help individuals and families on their path to financial security.
• You contributed money towards F.E.L.T., Feeding Empty Little Tummies, who provide weekend 
backpacks of food to over 800 homeless students in Manatee County.
• You wrote to 75 2nd grade students at Palma Sola Elementary School as part of our 4th year of the Pen 
Pal Program….enjoy!!!
• Lots of folks from BOTH congregations enjoyed delicious pie, fellowship and music from the Bradenton 
Ukulele Movement at the HapPie Fall Event.
• Mobilization Sunday was held on October 10th when we learned about opportunities to “Be the church.” 
Following that service YOU wrote letters of Thanksgiving to send with Agape Flights to missionaries in the 
Caribbean. An additional $500 from our local and international missions account will be donated to Agape 
Flights for the Thanksgiving dinners they provide to the missionaries and their flocks.
• The 3 Cents a Meal Collection was made October 31st (5th Sunday) for Mission Peniel, Our Daily Bread 
and Beth El.

Opportunities to Serve Coming Up
• Hope Seeds packing event will be held on Saturday, November 6th from 9:30 to 11:30a. $500 will be 
donated from our Food Security account to support the event.
• Outreach offering for November is for Bible Mission USA.
• Outreach Offering for December will be the Christmas Joy Offering.
• DOES IT for November will be filling Christmas shoe boxes for Meals On Wheels PLUS.
• DOES IT for December will be the 12 Days of Christmas food collection.
• Collections for the Salvation Army Angel Tree will be made in November for distribution of gifts 
purchased in December.
• Christmas gifts for Adopt-A-Family will be purchased for Palma Sola Elementary School.
• The Creative Arts Academy will help us celebrate Christmas with caroling and music on Saturday, 
December 11th at 3PM.  Come join us for song and sweets.
• The Scouts will sponsor a Movie Night fund raiser on Friday night, December 17th.

Share your love of Christ during  this special season. Become a vital congregation here and in the 
world. Choose to DO the will of God.

Outreach Update
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Outreach Update

November Outreach Offering
Our Outreach Offering for November will go to Bible Mission USA.  
Founded by Dr. Paul Eckel, this ministry is dedicated to spreading 
God’s Word by providing free Bibles and religious materials with all 
who are in need.   

You may donate to Bible Mission USA:

• during the worship service, in your offering envelope,
• by mailing a check to the church office with 
“Bible Mission USA” in the memo line, or
• Palma Sola members may also contribute through
online giving

November DOES It!
Our DOES It (Done On Every Sunday) project for November is 
collecting stuffed shoe boxes to give to clients served by Meals On 
Wheels PLUS this Christmas.  Pick-up a Christmas wrapped shoe box 
and wish list in the Narthex or Church Office starting on 11/7, fill it up 
and return it to the church by Sunday 11/28.  Items can include lotion, 
lip balm, books, slipper socks, holiday themed items and more.  Full 
instructions are included in each box.  Filled boxes will be delivered to 
seniors throughout the holidays and is sometimes the only gift a senior 
will receive. 

Take a look at our recent food 
collection. October’s DOES IT was 

collecting snacks and drinks for 
workers of Habitat For Humanity

November Giving for Angel Tree
Supporting The Salvation Army’s Angel Tree project has been part of 
Westminster Presbyterian Church’s Mission and Outreach program 
for a number of years. 

We have provided gifts for 30 to 50 children each year. Members have 
chosen an “angel” and shopped for gifts to be given at Christmas. 

This year, as we did last year, Westminster is asking members of 
both Westminster and Palma Sola to provide monetary donations so 
that The Salvation Army can provide gifts to those Manatee County 
“angels” whose tags don’t get chosen from a tree. 

Donate by making out a check to WPC or PSPC with “Angel Tree” 
in the memo line. You may place your donation in your offering 
envelope during worship, or mail or deliver it to the church office by 
November 29. 

If you have questions, please call Joyce Johnson (941) 792-2393

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbaef7k6xZFbutKWY8R75FgiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQv90eMfaeUjLW_Qly1QvukM=&ver=3
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Agape Flights Note Card Writing

	 •	 	 	

Our missionary partners, Carl and Lisa Norton, have shared the news of 2 events! The official 
opening of their new home for children with special needs, and the arrival of the first two children, 
Abdy and Keily. They are building sponsorship teams to care for these children. 

Click here to learn more: Serving the Shepherd, Loving His Lambs.

The Nortons, former members of Palma Sola Presbyterian, have been working for years in the San 
Lucas region of Guatemala. They have partnered with orphanages and children’s homes to provide 
love and care to displaced and special-needs children, hosted Bible groups, and taught reading. 
Palma Sola supports their missionary work through Commission To Every Nation (CTEN). 

Lambs of God Children’s Home Opens!

Forming a New Safety Team
A new Joint Campus Safety Team is being 

formed to 
1) improve on-campus preparedness 

for medical emergencies 
2) plan for congregational 

(and possibly neighborhood) care when 
extreme weather events such as hurricanes 

occur, and 
3) recommend safety protocols to church 

leadership during major infectious 
disease events such as COVID.

Members of Westminster and Palma Sola 
who would like to contribute to this effort 
are asked to contact Pastor Edward. Folks 

experienced or trained in handling medical 
emergencies and planning for hurricane 

response are especially needed. The team’s 
primary activity to set up safety plans, 

procedures and supplies is expected to take 
six to eight months.

https://nortonsinguatemala.blogspot.com/
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	 •	 	 	

Fellowship resumed October 31st, with coffee and a lite nibble before worship. Join us afterward in the 
Fellowship Hall for more conversation and more food (of course)—to enjoy. 
A sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex for volunteers to help with snacks to share.
Scripture says that is because we’re better together than we are alone. (Romans 12:4-5)

In Person Fellowship Begins 

Palma Sola Book Club

This month, Book Club begins meeting in 
the church library in-person and on Zoom 
via the library computer. Join in for fun 
conversation and refreshments, even if you 
haven’t read the book! 

View Current 2021 book list here

For more information, call Vicki Schooley 
at (941) 518-2315.

      NOV 8 | 12 - 1PM     DEC 13 | 12 - 1PM

Men’s Group

Please contact Rich Wachunis 
(941) 567-5041 for information

You’re invited to attend the Morning Men’s 
Group. Get to know the men you see in 

church. Share your story. Enjoy fellowship.

November Meetings start at 8:30AM  
NOV 4 -  social fellowship & breakfast 

   at Poppi’s Restaurant
NOV 18 - social and Christian topic 

discussions at PSPC.

Attend one or both gatherings each month.

With the great changes and challenges the world has been experiencing, never has the call for Being 
the Church seemed more important. We are grateful for God’s provisions, and all the ways He has 
guided us to care for each other and our community in difficult times. 

With the combined strengths of both the Palma Sola and Westminster congregations, and the leadership of 
our new pastor, Rev. Edward Dunn, we are excited that in 2022 our congregations will continue to:
 • offer worship and study in different formats and locations, 
 • open our campus and hearts to all people,
 • strengthen connections and discipleship, 
 • work with our mission partners to serve those in need, 
 • strive to care for all God’s Creation with energy, imagination, and love. 
Please prayerfully reflect on what resources, time, and talent you can contribute to us all Being the 
Church in the coming year.

Stewardship Dedication will be Sunday Nov. 14

Reflecting on Stewardship

https://www.pspchurch.org/editoruploads/files/Other/Book_List__21-_22.pdf
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NovemberBirthdays & Anniversaries
NOV 2 Roberta Maloney
NOV 3  Bill Twomey
  Susan Lance 
NOV 6  Juanita Starkweather 
NOV 7  Chris Lance  
NOV 13  Jack Slocum
  Mark & Chris Wolf
NOV 16  Janice Fritzmeier 
NOV 17  Bev Danley
  Marilyn Hilton 
  John James  
  Georgina Townsend 
NOV 22  Mary Jane Handlin 
  Linda Martin
NOV 25  Mary Montano 
NOV 30  Faraja Keyes
 

Palma Sola Presbyterian Church 
-November Newsletter 2021-

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
-November Newsletter 2021-

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209

941-792-3141
pspchurch.org 

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209

941-748-2848
wpcbradenton.com

Join Our Church Family Teams!
Bring your interest, skills, experience, and joy to a team! Much of the work of our churches is 

done by joint teams and their subgroups. WPC and PSPC members are encouraged to join. To 
learn more, make a suggestion, or volunteer, contact the leaders listed in the link below.

TO VIEW THE JOINT PSPC & WPC TEAMS CLICK HERE 

Contact Sandra at 
(941)792-3141 and she will 
make arrangements with 

Gregg Pead

Choir Informational Meeting
An informational meeting about beginning a new choir will be held 

Sunday, November 21 
following worship in the Sanctuary. 

All voices are needed! 
Join Woody to discuss plans for the new year and this exciting time.

https://www.pspchurch.org
http://wpcbradenton.com
https://www.pspchurch.org/about-us/leaders_teams.cfm
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Outreach Team 
3pm

Palma Sola
Book Club

12p

WPC SESSION 
1pm

PSPC SESSION 
6:30pm

FINANCE - 3:30P

Renewal - 6:30P

Resources-11:30a

Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday | 9am - 4pm
View the online church Calendar for latest information about Sunday worship services, 
Bible study, outreach and other events. Livestreamed and recorded worship services may 

be viewed at Online Worship.

Worship Service 
10am (Communion)

Stewardship 
Team - 2:30p

Newsletter 
Input 

Deadline

The Bible in 90 
Days - 2p

The Bible in 90 
Days - 2p

The Bible in 90 
Days - 2p

Thanksgiving 
(Office Closed)

Personnel Team 
1pmZoom Fellowship 11:30a

PSPC DEACONS - 
6:30pm 

VETERANS DAY

Comms 1pm

In-Person 
Fellowship 11a

Worship Service 
10am

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a

Worship Service 
10am

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a

Worship Service 
10am

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a

PSPC Cong. Mtg 11a

Consecration
 Sunday

1st Sunday of 
Advent 

Morning Men’s 
Group 8:30a

(Office Closed)

Morning Men’s 
Group 8:30a Hope Seeds 

Packing
9:30a

In-Person 
Fellowship 11a

Stewardship 
Team - 2:30p

In-Person 
Fellowship 11a

WPC Cong. Mtg 11a

In-Person 
Fellowship 11a

Choir Info. Mtg - 11a

Daylight 
Saving Ends

Stewardship Dedication

https://www.pspchurch.org/calendar/#!
https://www.pspchurch.org/worship/services.cfm

