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Adios Palma Sola
Farewell Westminster!

A Farewell Message
Transitional Pastor, Dr. Ted Land

On the first Sunday of our new year, I will complete
my service to Palma Sola and Westminster
Churches. That will be the conclusion of 5 postretirement positions I have held since November
2012.
As an interim or transitional pastor, one’s task is
to work oneself out of a job. The best ending is
for the congregation to call a new pastor, who will
start a new ministry just as soon as possible. I am
delighted that Edward Dunn will be coming to
Palma Sola Church in the middle of January.
I am grateful for the hard work of the Pastor
Nominating Committee, to come to the conclusion
of their search for the person God is calling to lead
into the future. It has not been easy.

I was particularly impressed with something one
member of the PNC said. Gail Dickerson told the
PSPC Session that in some ways, the pandemic
had made their work easier. They could do
ZOOM interviews, and I think they did more than
three dozen total. They could watch on-line and
livestreamed services. They did not have to travel.
They did not have to pay the expenses of bring in a
prospect in for an interview.
Different PNCs different churches, different
Presbyteries, handle the calling of a new pastor
differently. And times have changed.

When I was called to the church in which I was
ordained community, and on Sunday morning I
preached for the congregation. They voted (not
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unanimously) to call me as their next pastor.
That’s the only time I’ve ever preached a “trial” or “candidating” sermon.
I was a known quantity to the Leland, Mississippi Church that called me away a little less than 3
years later. Their PNC came to hear me preach in Aberdeen, and went back to recommend to the
congregation that they call me, and they did.
My next two pastorates followed the “neutral pulpit sermon’ model. I preached in St. Albans, West
Virginia, for the congregation which called me to Montgomery, West Virginia. The Arcadia church,
where I served for 26 years, had me preach at Palmetto.
Edward Dunn was called on the basis of what the Pastor Nominating Committee saw, and heard, and
felt, and what they communicated to the congregation. I am impressed with him. I am impressed
with his hope for the future of you folks whom I have come to love and value.
Adios, and its French equivalent Adieu, literally are commending the person from whom you are
parting to God’s care. A Deo in Latin. Farewell expresses a hope for a safe journey or voyage.
So I commend you folks to God’s care, and pray that you will fare well in the future.
Pastor Ted Land
3618 Greenfield Dr, Mariana, FL 32446

A MESSAGE FROM REVEREND DUNN
Greetings, Happy New Year, Hi, Aloha!
There are many words to use when welcoming one another and as
2021 begins we may express our welcome with a sigh of relief at least
in some respects. I offer my “hello” in these beginning days of the
New Year, although still a new and unseen part of this church family.
I’m not sure which word you’d like to hear but whatever it is, know
that my meaning is an expression of gratitude that you have chosen to
include me in this congregation’s life.
I plan to arrive in Bradenton during the week that follows January 3rd
and to be ready to lead worship on Sunday January 17.
I look forward to the time when we can say “Hi!” in person.
Until then... Blessings,
Edward

WESTMINSTER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Inaugural Sunday Service
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Led By Reverand Edward Dunn
JAN. 17

Scripture Lesson: Genesis 1:1-5 & Matthew 5:1-6
SERMON: This Little Light of Mine

12RSVP
Daysis ofREQUIRED
Christmas
Mision
JoyOffice
Bag orCollections
for&
this
service,Peniel
pleaseChristmas
call the PSPC
email
palmasolachurch@verizon.net. Links to the Live Stream are available in
the Sunday Message and on the PSPC website

Palma Sola DOES It!
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Undie Sundays in January
The Palma Sola DOES It (Done On Every
Sunday) project for January is collecting
underwear to donate to clients of Turning
Points. Every Sunday in January we will
be collecting NEW men’s and women’s
underwear in all sizes (small and medium are
the most requested).
Drop your undies in the bins in the Narthex,
bring them to the church office Tues. or
Thurs. 9-12 through January 31st, or drop
them off in our Sat. Jan. 23, 10-12 Drive Thru.
Turning Points provides a variety of free
services designed to help individuals and
families on their path to financial stability and
independence.
Grab your undies and help a person in need!

January “Couch Reach”
- Prayer Shawls
If you have extra time on your hands at home
these days and a desire to help others, join our
“Couch Reach” Team!
This month’s volunteer opportunity that can
be done from the comfort of your own home is
the revival of the Prayer Shawl Ministry. Prayer
Shawls embrace and comfort, providing a gift
of hope and peace during illness, loss, or other
major life event.
You may choose to knit, crochet, sew or craft in
some fashion a Prayer Shawl or Prayer Lap Robe
as a blessing for someone God has chosen but
you don’t know personally. Basic instructions
can be found on the PSPC website, in the church
office, or by contacting Andrea Harmon
941-761-9847 or aharmon5@tampabay.rr.com.
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JANUARY WORSHIPJanuary
SERVICE

Due to COVID-19, in-person worship is suspended for
January 3 and 10.
January 3 (LIVE STREAM)
•Dr. Ted Land, Transitional Pastor
• Elder & Deacon Installation
January 10 (PRE-RECORDED)
• Rev. Melana Scruggs, PRP General Presbyter
January 17 (IN PERON & LIVE STREAM)
• Rev. Edward Dunn, Senior Pastor
•50 worshippers by reservation
To reserve, please call 941-792-3141 or email
palmasolachurch@verizon.net.

Thank You!

My husband and I we are very grateful to
our fellow church members. Thank you
for all of your support and keeping him in
your prayers while he was in the hospital
and after surgery.
- Myrna Felix

Men’s Group
JANUARY 2021
Join us via ZOOM every 1st
& 3rd Thurs at 8AM

Traveling Light
by Max Lucado

How Psalm 23 helps you
release burdens you were
never intended to bear.

JANUARY 7 | LESSON 17
God’s Loving Pursuit: The Burden of Doubt

JANUARY 21 | LESSON 18
Almost Heaven: The Burden of Homesickness
Call Ron Dickerson for a Zoom invitation
(941) 792-9104

Palma Sola Session Highlights
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• Approved a Lenten Bible Study proposal by our new Pastor Edward Dunn, as well as worship
services on Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday.
• Mindful of increased attendance during the Christmas Season, Session considered ways to
improve communication of our Worship Safety Practices, as well as thoughts for minimizing
aerosol inhalation in the Chancel. Increased ventilation and air flow remains a strong deterrent to
virus distribution.
• Noted that a projection of year-end financials showed the possibility of a small surplus. Members
were asked to review their pledge status and ensure that it is up-to-date.
• Having completed their work for the coming year, the Stewardship Committee will stand-down
until the 2022 campaign. There are still a few households that pledged this year which have not
been heard from. It is hoped that we will receive their continued support before finalizing the
operating budget.
• A press release covering our combined Palma Sola/Westminster contribution to the RIP Medical
Debt relief program has generated considerable local interest in the media. A nice article appeared
on the front page of the Bradenton Herald.
• Corporation Trustees were elected for 2021.
• Elders-elect for next year were examined as to their personal faith and knowledge of their
ministry, prior to their being installed on January 3rd.

Palma Sola Book Club
LOVE A GOOD BOOK? LOVE TO TALK ABOUT GOOD BOOKS?

JANUARY 11TH
12 PM VIA ZOOM
Meets second Monday to laugh,
share, and learn. Open to both
congregations and their guests.
View 2021 book list here
INTERESTED?

Contact Vicki Schooley:
(941)792-5672
VLschooley@gmail.com

The Apocryphal Jesus
Class Interest & Sign Up

We know that after Jesus’ birth there is a gap until
he is 13. There is another gap until his cousin John
baptizes him. One more after resurection.
Al Zimmer will reboot The Apocryphal Jesus class
if members are interested and sign up. Class dates
and times will be determined if at least 5 sign up
for this class.
Please email palmasolachurch@verizon.net or call
Al Zimmer directly at 941-792-8859
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Memorial Garden Ceremony
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On Tuesday, December 22, Pastor Ted conducted an Externment Service at the Westminster
Presbyterian memorial garden and an Interment Service at the Palma Sola Presbyterian memorial
garden. Soil was moved from the Westminster garden to the Palma Sola garden, and the
Westminster plaque of the names of those memorialized has been placed in the glass hallway.

- SAVE THE DATE FOR SOUPER SUNDAY Sunday February 28!
For a $5 ‘Souper Bowl’ takeaway lunch to raise funds for CROP Hunger Walk

JANUARY OUTREACH OFFERING
This month, our offering goes to Our Daily Bread of Bradenton to support free meals and
a food pantry for those in need. Our Daily Bread staff and regular volunteers serve hearty
meals seven days a week, 10 to 11:30 am. At Our Daily Bread’s self-serve food pantry, clients
can shop free once a month for fresh produce and other food items of their choice. Over 20,00
people a year are served by the pantry. With food insecurity stemming from the economic
impacts of COVID-19, the need is great.
You may donate to Our Daily Bread:
• during the worship service, in your offering envelope,
• by mailing a check to the church office. with “ODB” in the memo line, or
• Through Online Giving

Outreach Update
January 2020 - Green Concept
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Another year to bless those less fortunate and also serve together in joy and hope. Your Outreach Team
has opportunities each month for you to donate or volunteer. We are so blessed as a congregation that
we can serve with little acts of kindness while still remaining safe and protecting others during the
pandemic.
During the month of December:
• Outreach Offering was the Christmas Joy Offering that went to leaders of the church—past, present
and future.
• Our DOES IT (Done on every Sunday) project was purchasing food items for the 12 Days of Christmas
for Our Daily Bread.
• We used the proceeds from our Christmas Cookie Walk last year to purchase 200 pairs of men’s socks,
75 pairs for women and 25 pairs for children for Our Daily Bread. The wrapping and distribution was
done as an annual project by Amy and Tim Pedon. Thanks Amy and Tim.
• $400 from our General Mission Account was used to purchase items for the Christmas Joy Bags for
children 5-9 at Mision Peniel. The Outreach Team purchased $500 in gifts total. This money was raised
at the garage sale organized by Al Zimmer. An additional check of $1000 will be sent to them for food.
Thank you to Don and Linda Azbell who drove the gifts down to Immokalee.
• PSPC contributed $490 towards the Salvation Army Angel Tree which was a joint project with
Westminster Church and promoted by Joyce Johnson
• Christmas cards (17 packs or 225 cards) were written to the military during our “Couch Reach” project
for the month.
• $500 from the Food Security budget was sent to Meals On Wheels for their mobile food truck project.
• 50 shoe boxes were filled for Meals On Wheels during the month of November and at our contactless
drive through December 5th.
• $90,490 has been spent from the Dryer Trust this year to help those in need in Manatee County with
expenses.
WOW—did you realize what we did as a church together? Thank you. You blessed a lot of people during
this special time of year.
What we can do in January:
• The Outreach Offering for January will be for Our Daily Bread.
• The DOES IT Project will be “Undie Sunday” for Turning Points. See the feature article in this
newsletter.
• The “Couch Reach” project will be making prayer shawls or lap robes. See details in the feature
message.
• Pen pal letters from the second graders at Palma Sola Elementary are waiting for our response. Please
return yours on Sunday, January 17th or in the January 23rd Drive Thru.
• Look for our “Souper Sunday” on February 28th. Members of our Outreach Team will
prepare soup, bread and dessert for purchase of $5 as a fundraiser for CROP Hunger Walk.
Pick up will be in a contactless drive through after church.

Happy New Year!

Blessings for health and happiness. Let’s continue to share our love and gratitude through reaching out
to those less fortunate.
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Medical Debt Relief Update
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In the first week of December, 750 qualifying residents in Manatee County received an unexpected
Christmas gift, a letter from RIP Medical Debt announcing elimination of their medical debt due to
a donation made by Palma Sola Presbyterian and Westminster Presbyterian churches.
Beginning December 7, RIP Medical Debt Relief mailed letters to all 750 qualifying residents in
Manatee County, announcing elimination of their medical debts as the result of a donation made
by Palma Sola Presbyterian and Westminster Presbyterian.
In the same week, the PSPC Comms Team sent a press release on the story, including quotes by
Pastor Ted, to several local editors and reporters, and distributed it to national newswires and
newsletters through on online press release service.
On December 10, the Bradenton Herald ran the story on the front page of its print and online
editions, and a short article also appeared in the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, in print and online
editions. Here’s the text of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune article:
Churches pay off medical debt for Manatee County families
Published 6am ET, December 10, 2020
Palma Sola Presbyterian Church and Westminster Presbyterian Church have cleared $1,456,877 in
medical debt for 750 Manatee County residents and their families through a $14,000 donation to
RIP Medical Debt.
The churches teamed with RIP Medical Debt to clear medical debt at the rate of $1 for every $100
of debt. This week, RIP is sending letters announcing the debt forgiveness to recipients of the relief.
Across the U.S., more than $1 trillion of medical debt is owed, a number that is escalating rapidly
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Nationwide, organizations and individuals are leading campaigns to raise money to help RIP
Medical Debt forgive medical debt. For more information, visit ripmedicaldebt.org.
This spring, Palma Sola Presbyterian Church contacted RIP Medical Debt to inquire how it might
help Manatee County residents struggling with medical debt and learned that an achievable
donation amount would cancel the debt of all qualifying residents in the county. Those who qualify
earn less than two times the federal poverty level, have debts that are 5 percent or more than their
annual income, or face insolvency.

You can read the Bradenton Herald article and press release by clicking on these links:
Bradenton Herald Article
Press Release
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January Birthdays & Anniversaries
JAN 1
Sherril Scannell
		Roy Williams
		
Zan & Dan Mustaine
		
Jon Progar (WPC)
		
Susan Taylor (WPC)
JAN 3
George Clark
		
Don Townsend (WPC)
		
Ed Richter (WPC)
JAN 4
Diane Clark
JAN 5
Phyllis Redford (WPC)
		
Valerie Beechy (WPC)
JAN 6
Andrea Harmon
JAN 11
Bill Hilton
		
Emmett Scott (WPC)
JAN 13
Chuck Danley
		Cindy Perez		
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JAN 14
Woody Johnson (WPC)
JAN 17
Karen Jones (WPC)
JAN 19
Elenita Musgrove
		
Betty Wolfe (WPC)
JAN 21
Marilyn & Bill Hilton
		Mary Morse (WPC)
		
Nancy Atherton (WPC)
JAN 22
Mary Jane Shiplett
JAN 23
Gerald Jones (WPC)
JAN 27
Vicki Elzer
JAN 28
Chuck Elzer
		Dennis Schooley
JAN 29
Gene Sommerfeld (WPC)
JAN 31
Al Zimmer

MISSION UPDATE FROM THE NORTONS
We hope that you and your family are enjoying Christmas!
We were able to attend an in-person Christmas service last
night! It was great to get out and celebrate the birth of Jesus.
Well, it has been a crazy month around here. 2 weeks ago we
received a message from the owner of the house that we were
to rent in February. Their family had some type of situation
and they decided not to move out and rent out their home.
We know that God is in control, but honestly, we were all
super disappointed, as we were already planning out each
room. So we are back to searching for homes. We have two
very good prospectives and will be hearing back from the
owners after Christmas with the possibility of starting the
lease on January 15!
Both would meet all our needs and are the same price as the other one. And both have the added bonus of
awesome roof top terraces with great views of the volcanoes!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

We thank you all who have joined our team of supporters to help us with the cost of the home!

Palma Sola & Westminster!

We are praising the Lord that all of the ornaments from our Christmas Wish List were covered. We will be
able to purchase all we need to set up the home before we welcome in the children.
Thank you to all of you who gave!!
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3 Cents A Meal
For years Westminster has taken part in 3 cents a Meal. We donate the accrued funds on the last Sunday in a 5
Sunday month. We will start on 1 January which happens to have 5 Sundays.
On 31 January if you take part, place a check made out to either church in an envelope marked 3 cents a Meal in
a Narthex basket or pew basket.
Money goes to Beth El, Mision Peniel and Our Daily Bread.
Donation for January is $2.73.
May is the next 5 Sunday month.

IF YOU ARE OVER 65, SIGN UP TO BE VACCINATED!
Vaccination of those over age 65 began on December 30 in Manatee County. You may go
to the Manatee County Public Safety website on Mondays at 2pm for announcements of
COVID-19 vaccine availability and to obtain a “ticket” for an appointment. The website
provides information on appointment dates, locations, and what to bring.
THANK YOU!
Many thanks to all Westminster and Palma Sola members who donated
to The Salvation Army Angel Tree. Our congregations donated $1415
to be used for the “forgotten” angels since we were not able to get out
and shop this year. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
- Joyce Johnson

Palma Sola Presbyterian
Church
-January Newsletter 2021-

Westminster Presbyterian
Church
-January Newsletter 2021-

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-792-3141
pspchurch.org

3011 19th Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-2848
wpcbradenton.com
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Fri.
1

3 Communion 4

5

Sunday

Outreach Team
3pm
Mid- Week Study
2pm

Worship
Service - 10am

New Elder & Decon
Installation

10

Pre=
Recorded
Worship
Service
Youtube Oniy

17

Inaugural
Worship
Service
10am

24

6
Epiphany

11
Palma Sola
Book Club
12p

18

12
P& G TEAM
6:30P

19

Martin Luther
WPC @
Our
Daily Bread
KIng Day

26

8

9

15

16

Comms Team
1pm

14

Mid- Week Study
2pm

FINANCE TEAM
3:30P

20

21

22
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

8am on Zoom

27

2

8am on Zoom

13

WPC SESSION PSPC SESSION
1pm
6:30pm

25

7

New
Years
Day

Sat.

28

29

23
Drive-Thru
Collection
of Undies
and Pen Pal
Letters

30

Worship
Service
10am

31
Worship
Service
10am

The Church Office is Open

Monday - Thursday | 9am-1pm
Please email palmasolachurch@verizon.net or call 941-792-3141

For more information, please visit pspchurch.org. Click here to view past and present Bible Study and
Worship Service recordings, and the online Calendar

