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Palma Sola Presbyterian & Westminster Presbyterian Churches

Tying up Bows and Loose Ends
Reverend Edward Dunn

“There’s so much to do and so little time to do it!” Why do I keep saying the same thing every year when
December arrives? I don’t think its entirely because I procrastinate (Ok, to be honest, procrastination
probably plays more than I want to admit!) Maybe it’s because I plan and hope to do so much, and there
is too little of me, or time to get everything accomplished. Writing for a double edition of the Grapevine
for December and January feels overwhelming but also a bit freeing.
I think that’s why most of our New Year’s Resolutions never get resolved; or begin with earnestness only
to fade away or fizzle out. We want to do so much…maybe too much leading us to feel overwhelmed and
resulting in our quitting what we had resolved to accomplish.
So what should I do to avoid being overwhelmed? Slow down. Consider what is FIRST and then order
everything else accordingly. So I’ll take my own advice and share the FIRST you need to know:
First, and I mean FIRST! Express gratitude. The people of this community – the members of Palma Sola
and Westminster, and my neighbors at Wildewood Springs – have been a tremendous blessing to me this
year. You have welcomed me, supported me, kidded me, and gently reminded me that I am human and
still under a bit of construction. Thank you all for this year together and I look forward to many more! I
wish you all a Merry and Blessed Christmas and a wonderful New Year.

Second, which I include in FIRST but…you know something has to be second. Acknowledge that I don’t
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do this
alone. I am grateful for the staff I get to work alongside. We’re continuingJanuary
to grow
and learn ways
of being efficient and caring. Woody and Billy, Elenita, Mark, and John share their musical gifts and
make our worship service a blessing. Debbie and Joyce and the Bell Choir provide a moment of worship
for this pastor on Sundays. And Elena and Chris, Faraja, Scott, Elise, and Sandra pull so much together
behind the scenes for our church.
The end of 2021 brings the retirement of Sandra Buntin as the Administrative Assistant for our
congregations. Sandra has been an integral part of the staff of Westminster for eighteen years. It has
been my pleasure to work with her during this year. She has been steady and wise companion through
the transition from Westminster’s building to Palma Sola’s offices. I wish her happiness in retirement
including days to sleep in, to travel, and read good books, and spend time with family and friends.
Third, which could be second, or FIRST if you need it to be so…I invite you to join our special events in
December. Celebrate. Whether it is at our weekly Sunday service or a special service of the season, pause
and celebrate God’s gift to us.
We will share in a Longest Night Service on Tuesday, December 21st at 5:00p.m. at the Palma Sola
Botanical Park. This service is not for everyone; it is a quieter, reflective service in which those who find
the holidays to be a time of loneliness or grief over lost loved ones or broken relationships are invited to
come and just “be” in the moment.
Our Christmas Eve services will be held at 4:00p.m. and 7:00p.m. Each service will include the singing
of carols and reading of Scripture. The 4p.m. service will include a story for younger persons. The 7p.m
service will include the debut of our Chancel Choir.
Fourth, which really should be FIRST, (Hey! slow down…focus…)
Blessings to you all this holiday season!

December Sermon Schedule

			

Led by Reverend Edward Dunn

DEC 5		
Luke 3:1-6 |			
“The Arrival of a Messenger”
			Malachi 3:1-4		Communion					
		
DEC 12 		

*Guest Preacher*

DEC 19 		
Micah 5:2-5 |		
“Celebrating Christmas on God’s
			Luke 1:39-55		terms”
DEC 26		
Luke 2:15-20 |		
“The After Christmas Story” 			
			Luke 2:41-52			
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A WARM WELCOME

AWAITS YOU THIS

ADVENT SEASON

CHRISTMAS EVE

Praise Band | Cello | Brass
Bells | Piano | Choir | Organ

Palma Sola Session Highlights
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• Approved allowing the Boy Scouts to sell poinsettias outside after worship on December
5th and 12th at a price of $8 each. The congregation is encouraged to purchase their seasonal
poinsettias from the Scouts.
• Approved allowing the Cub Scouts to have a Fund-raising Movie Night in the church
parking lot on Friday, December 17th. They will accept a donation to attend, and sell popcorn
and refreshments.
• Heartily endorsed approval to have the choir begin practicing on December 1st ahead of
the Christmas Eve Services, and to sing without masks on Christmas Eve and regularly at
worship thereafter.
• Approved a motion to make wearing masks optional at worship immediately, while
continuing to maintain the current seat spacing protocol in the Sanctuary. This action will be
reconsidered should the local positivity index rise above 5%.
• Unanimously approved plans to pursue Earth Care Certification as a congregation by
signing the Earth Care Pledge in support of the PCUSA General Assembly’s Call to Restore
Creation. More information on how members will be invited to participate in this initiative
will be forthcoming next year.
• Noted that a satisfactory review of the church’s 2020 Financial Statements and procedures
has been obtained from Jeanette Edwards, CPA.

Westminster Session Highlights

• Session recieved a letter of retirement from Sandra Buntin.

• Congregational Meeting occured Sunday, November 28, 2021.
• Joyce James and Burt Tupper elected as Elders to the Class of 2024

A NOTE OF THANKS
Thank you for those who have mailed their pledges, offerings and gifts
to the church office.
- Finance Team
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Hanging Of The Greens
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Outreach Update
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‘Tis the season for giving and new beginnings. We are thankful to be here and share God’s gifts with
those less fortunate. Here are some opportunities to “Be The Church”, closing out the old year and
starting 2022.
Thank you all for your gifts of time, talent and donations. In November we packed 4300 seed packets
for Hope Seeds and contributed $500 towards the project from our budget, we donated to Bible
Mission USA, and filled 75 shoe boxes with Christmas gifts for Meals On Wheels. We collected $359
for F.E.L.T. and the church donated an additional $500 from our food security budget. Money was
also collected for gifts for the Angel Tree Project for Salvation Army, a Westminster tradition.
Opportunities for giving and socializing in December (plus what your church is donating)
• Our Outreach Offering for December will be for the Presbyterian Mission Agency’s Christmas
Joy Offering.
• D.O.E.S. IT (done on every Sunday) will be collecting items for the 12 Days Of Christmas for Our
Daily Bread. See this list on the following page.
• The Creative Arts Academy will present a Christmas program on December 11th from 3-5 PM.
Join us for music, caroling, sweets and beverage. Open to friends and family.
• The boy scouts are holding a movie night fund raiser on December 17th. There will be
two showings: “Shrek The Halls” and “The Santa Claus Movie”. A suggested donation of $2 is
reccomended and consessions will be available for purchase. Bring your friends and family.
• We donated $500 from our budget to Mission Peniel to purchase gift cards for Christmas.
• $250 will be used from our budget to purchase socks and candy canes which Tim and Amy Pedon
wrap and give to people at Our Daily Bread.
• Christmas gifts were purchased for two families with 3 children each for Palma Sola Elementary
School’s Adopt-A-Family Program.

Outreach Update

January Outreach
• Outreach Offering from January-March will be for Our Daily Bread.
• 3 cents a Meal, a Westminster project, donations will be collected on the fifth Sunday, January 30th.
• D.O.E.S. IT for January will be collecting books to create an onsite library for clients at Turning
Points.
• A MindSet Class teaching skills for brain boosting will be offered on January 10th and 11th from
10AM until 12 in fellowship hall.
• Consider volunteering to serve a meal at Our Daily Bread on Fridays. Contact Don Azbell if you
would like to help. We have a nice mix of folks from both congregations who are there.
Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Thanks to you, others will enjoy a gift, a meal, or a poinsettia because you care!!!

December DOES It!
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Our DOES It (Done On Every Sunday) project for December is making 12 Days of Christmas food
gift bags to donate to those in need this holiday season. Take a large fabric reusable grocery bag and
place the following items in it – item by item each day as you give thanks to God for your own blessings:

Day 1 – jar of peanut butter
Day 2 – jar of jelly
Day 3 – box of pasta
Day 4 – jar of spaghetti sauce
Day 5 – canned corn
Day 6 – canned green beans
Day 7 – box of mac ‘n’ cheese
Day 8 – box of cereal
Day 9 – 2 lb. bag of rice
Day 10 – canned soup
Day 11 – canned chicken
Day 12 – roll of toilet tissue & bar of soap
Return your bags to the Narthex or church office by December 26th. Filled bags will be taken to
Our Daily Bread for distribution through the Loaves and Fishes food pantry.

December Outreach Offering
Our Outreach Offering for December will go to the Presbyterian Mission Agency’s
Christmas Joy Offering. God saw the great needs of the world and offered a perfect gift,
Jesus Christ. In Jesus, we receive the perfect gift of God being with us, and of being with
those in need. When we give to the Christmas Joy Offering, we share our love with the
leaders of our Church – past, present, and future:
• 50% of your gifts make it possible for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian
related schools and colleges equipping communities of color.
•50% of your gifts provide assistance for current and retired church workers and their
families with critical financial needs.
You may donate to Christmas Joy Offering:
• during the worship service, in your offering envelope,
• by mailing a check to the church office with “Christmas Joy” in the memo line, or
• Palma Sola members may also contribute through online giving
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Hope Seeds & After Worship Fellowship
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January DOES It!
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Our DOES It (Done On Every Sunday) project for January is collecting books to create a onsite
library for clients at Turning Points. All types of books – fiction, non-fiction, how-to’s, spiritual,
picture books, etc. are needed for men, women and children.
Clients will be able to borrow or keep books of interest that will help improve reading skills, life
skills, or just facilitate the joy of reading. The new year is a great time to clean out your closets and
shelves for gently used books (or purchase new!) and make an impact in the life and education of
our community members.
Drop donations in the bins in the Narthex or bring items to the church office through January 30th.

January Outreach Offering
Our Outreach Offering for January will go to Our Daily Bread of Bradenton to support
free meals and a food pantry for those in need. Our Daily Bread staff and regular
volunteers (that’s us on Friday’s!) serve hearty meals seven days a week from 10-11:30
am. At Our Daily Bread’s self-serve food pantry, clients can ship free once a month for
fresh produce and other food items of their choice. Over 20,000 people a year are served
by the pantry. With food insecurity stemming from the economic impacts of COVID-19
and other supply chain issues, the need is great.
You may donate to Our Daily Bread:
• during the worship service, in your offering envelope,
• by mailing a check to the church office with “ODB” in the memo line, or
• Palma Sola members may also contribute through online giving
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Want to learn more about cognitive aging and how to stimulate memory and thinking?
MindSet stands for Mental stimulation, Interacting with others, Nutrition, Do for others, Sleep,
Exercise, and Time out for self.

January 10th and 11th from 10am to 12pm

Certified Dementia Practitioner Katie Scott will address normal cognitive aging and memory
deficiencies and teach skills to exercise your brain and develop healthy habits and stimulating
environments. Held in the Church Fellowship Hall, this program is free. Class size is limited and
reservations are required to promote social distancing.
Contact Katie Scott at 941-366-2224 ext. 123 or sign up in the Narthex.

Palma Sola Book Club

Men’s Group

January 2020 - Green Concept

DEC 13 | 12 - 1PM

JAN 10 | 12 - 1PM

Book Club meets in the library, inperson and on Zoom using the library
computer. Join any second Monday for fun
conversation and refreshments. Find the
book selected for the month in our book
list.
View Current 2021-22 Book List

For more information, call Vicki Schooley
at (941) 518-2315.
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You’re invited to attend the Morning Men’s
Group. Get to know the men you see in
church. Share your story. Enjoy fellowship.

Meetings start at 8:30AM

DEC 2 | JAN 6 - social fellowship & breakfast
at Poppi’s Restaurant
DEC 16 | JAN 20 - social and Christian topic
discussions at PSPC.

Attend one or both gatherings each month.

Please contact Rich Wachunis
(941) 567-5041 for information

Sunday Study “The Dead Sea Scrolls”
Starting January 2nd at 9:00 in the Parlor

Al Zimmer will lead a video course on the Dead Sea Scrolls. Discussion will follow using topics from
the book Understanding the Dead Sea Scrolls by Hershel Shanks.
The first set of Dead Sea Scrolls to be discovered were found by a Bedouin shepherd in 1947 and are
considered among the most important archaeological finds of the 20th century.
What do their discovery mean to us? How does it effect our Old and New Testament?
NO book required.
Come, Learn, Discuss!

December & JanuaryBirthdays & Anniversaries
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DEC 2
Richard Haynes
		Jean Scott
DEC 3
Richard Bergman
DEC 4
Jeanette Lindo
DEC 6
Lael Wilson
DEC 7
Eugene Adams
DEC 8
Betty Butler
DEC 9
Lois & Norman Lee
DEC 10 Robert Ball
DEC 11
Zan Mustaine
DEC 12 Tekla McClimon
DEC 15 Elise Allen
DEC 16 Beverly Zimmer
DEC 17 Florence Barnhard
DEC 21 Lynne Smith
		Robert & Myrna Felix
DEC 22 Peter White
DEC 24 Sherri Kramer
DEC 26 Don & Maggie Forster
DEC 28 Sandra Buntin
DEC 30 Jim & Darlene Haas
		
Chris Felix
DEC 31 Jack & Nancy Slocum
			

January 2020 - Green Concept

JAN 1
Sherril Scannell
		Roy Williams		
		
Dan & Zan Mustaine
		John Progar
JAN 3
George Clark
		Don Townsend
		Ed Richter
JAN 4
Diane Clark
JAN 5
Valerie Beechy
JAN 6
Andrea Harmon
JAN 11
Emmett Scott
JAN 13 Chuck Danley
		Cindy Perez
JAN 14 Woody Johnson
JAN 17 Karen Jones
JAN 19 Elenita Musgrove
		Betty Wolfe
JAN 21 Mary Morse
		Nancy Atherton
JAN 22 Mary Jane Shiplett
JAN 23 Gerald Jones
JAN 27 Vicki Elzer
JAN 28 Chuck Elzer
		Dennis Schooley
JAN 29 Gene Sommerfeld
JAN 31 Al Zimmer

Church Mask Update!
The wearing of masks during worship is now optional at your discretion.
We ask that you maintain the distancing protocol and observe all
necessary safety steps to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus,
especially if a surge in infections begins to appear in our community.
Thank you.

Palma Sola Presbyterian Church
-Dec/Jan Newsletter 2021/22-

Westminster Presbyterian Church
-Dec/Jan Newsletter 2021/22-

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-792-3141
pspchurch.org

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-748-2848
wpcbradenton.com
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The Bible in 90
Days - 2p
2nd Sunday of
Advent

Worship Service
10am (Communion)
In-Person Fellowship 11a

Personnel Team Outreach Team
3pm
1pm

Morning Men’s
Group 8:30a
Renewal - 6:30P
Resources-11:30a

Christmas
Celebration w/
CAA -3p

FINANCE - 3:30P

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a
3rd Sunday of
Advent

Worship Service
10am
In-Person Fellowship 11a

Morning Men’s
Group 8:30a

Palma Sola
Book Club
12p

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a

PSPC SESSION
6:30pm

4th Sunday of
Advent

Worship Service
10am
In-Person Fellowship 11a

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a WPC SESSION
1pm
Worship Service
10am

(Christmas Holiday
Office Closed)

Longest Night
Service
in Palma Sola
Botanical Park
5p

(Christmas Holiday
Office Closed)

Comms 1pm

(Christmas Holiday
Office Closes at 12p)

Cub Scouts of Pack
22 Movie Night
6p

(Christmas Holiday
Office Closed)

Christmas Eve

Candlelight Service
4p

Christmas Eve

Candlelight Service
7p

(New Year Holiday
Office Closes at 12p)

(New Years Eve
Office Closed)

In-Person Fellowship 11a

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a

Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday | 9am - 4pm
View the online church Calendar for latest information about Sunday worship services,
Bible study, outreach and other events. Livestreamed and recorded worship services may
be viewed at Online Worship.

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
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HAPPY NEW
YEAR

Worship Service
10am (Communion)
In-Person Fellowship 11a

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a

(New Year Holiday
Office Closed)

Personnel Team
1pm

Outreach Team
3pm

Book Club
12p

Worship Service
10am

Martin Luther
King Day

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a

In-Person Fellowship 11a

Comms - 1pm

Renewal - 6:30P

Worship Service Mindset Class 9:30 Mindset Class 9:30 Endowment Team
10am
3:00p
Palma Sola
In-Person Fellowship 11a

Morning Men’s
Group - 8:30a

Resources-11:30a

FINANCE - 3:30P

Morning Men’s
Group - 8:30a

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a WPC SESSION PSPC SESSION
1pm
6:30pm

Newsletter
Input
Deadline

Worship Service
10am

In-Person Fellowship 11a

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a

Worship Service
10am
In-Person Fellowship 11a

Zoom Fellowship 11:30a

Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday | 9am - 4pm
View the online church Calendar for latest information about Sunday
worship services, Bible study, outreach and other events. Livestreamed and
recorded worship services may be viewed at Online Worship.

