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AUGUST 2021 NEWSLETTER

Palma Sola Presbyterian & Westminster Presbyterian Churches

Have you ever used the in-flight tracking 
feature while traveling?  Each time I fly I 
like to check in from time to time using 
the program at my seat.  When the pilot 
announces that we’ve begun our initial 
descent I tend to look more often as we 
near our destination.  The final fifteen 
minutes of descent turn into the moments 
of greatest anticipation; it’s perplexing why 
the flight tracker says we’re five miles out 
and we’re flying at more than a hundred 
miles an hour, but it takes another five 
minutes before we touch down.  

I know that it’s more than the simple 
mathematics of speed and distance that 

governs our landing.  The pilot must take a 
number of other factors into consideration 
to ensure a safe landing.  When, at last, the 
wheels touch down and we taxi to the arrival 
gate there is an excitement: we’ve finally 
made it!

COVID-19 pandemic conditions have 
persisted for nearly eighteen months resulting 
in the suspension of many of our worship 
rituals.  It has been a long flight.  People 
getting vaccinated have been key to reducing 
the pandemic but hasn’t eradicated it.  

As of this writing, we find ourselves in a time 
when COVID cases are increasing among 
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unvaccinated and in few instances among those who are vaccinated; likely delaying the hoped for 
“return to normal”.  We are being encouraged to practice once again certain behaviors we had hoped 
would be going away.   

It has been a joy to hear your voices in the spoken responses of the Call to Worship and prayers 
each week.  It was a treat to sing together on July 4.  But we’re not at our destination yet.  There are 
still concerns about the spread of the current variant that is much more transmissible than previous 
ones.

I know that we long to sing in worship.  I know that we long to share communion like we used to. I 
know that we anxiously await the moment when this flight will end.  In the meantime, we need to 
make an intentional re-entry that considers the changing conditions of our flight.

I hope to have the return of liturgists in our worship service this Fall.  I appreciate the leadership of 
a variety of people during our worship.  Liturgists lead various portions of the service, including the 
Call to Worship, the Prayers, and Scripture readings.  We will reinstitute these leaders as conditions 
allow us to safely do so.  

We look forward to the return of choir and handbells in worship leadership, and we hope to add the 
return of congregational singing sometime this Fall.  Each element we add to our congregational life 
must be gradual to assure that everyone remains safe.

For now, let’s monitor our journey, knowing that our destination is in sight even if it takes us longer 
than we’d like to arrive.

August Outreach Offering 
Our Outreach Offering for August will go to the Food Bank of Manatee, the largest hunger relief 
organization in Manatee County.  The Food Bank provides nutritional assistance and supportive 
services to individuals in need by distributing food through over 65 local non-profit partner agencies 
and food pantries.  The Food Bank has provided over 30 million pounds of food since 1985 for local 
children, families, and seniors.

You may donate to the Food Bank:

• during the worship service, in your offering envelope,

• by mailing a check to the church office with “Food Bank” in the memo line, or
• Palma Sola members may also contribute through online giving 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbaef7k6xZFbutKWY8R75FgiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQv90eMfaeUjLW_Qly1QvukM=&ver=3
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WESTMINSTER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Celebration of Pastor Edward ’s Birthday
and Workshop for Worship Assistants

Sunday July 25, 2021
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Church Cook Out Photos 

Palma Sola DOES It!
Our DOES It (Done On Every Sunday) project for August is collecting clinic and classroom supplies for 
our mission partner Palma Sola Elementary School.  Collection bins are in the Narthex through August 29th 
or you can drop off your donations at the church office M-TH from 9 am – 4 pm.  Thank you for helping to 
make the new school year GREAT!
      
The following items are needed:
• Small prizes for Panther Paws – stampers, stickers, small puzzles, slap bracelets, sunglasses, other small toys
• Pens and pencils         • Copy/print paper
• Crayons | 8 pack jumbo crayons      • Wide rule paper
• 8 pack Crayola washable markers      • Safety scissors
• Dry erase markers         • Hand sanitizer/anti-bacterial wipes
• Glue sticks         • Tissues
• Composition books/notebooks       • Adhesive bandages

Remember Your Pledges
Members, please remember to make contributions to your church’s general fund. 

You may contribute during worship in an offering envelope, or mail checks to your church office:
Palma Sola & Westminster: 6510 3rd Ave W., Bradenton FL 34209

Palma Sola members may also contribute through online giving

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbaef7k6xZFbutKWY8R75FgiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQv90eMfaeUjLW_Qly1QvukM=&ver=3
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            SESSION HIGHLIGHTS BELOW  ARE FROM THE JUNE SESSION MEETING 

•  Heartily endorsed plans by the Renewal Team for an Ice Cream Social on July 18th.
•  Approved the purchase and installation of a keypad entry system on the exterior door under 
the canopy entrance on Second Avenue for controlled access by those who use our facility. 
Access codes will be assigned to individuals or organizations and monitored to provide a secure 
environment, as well as protection for our building.
•   Approved our first facility use Agreement to occupy a small portion of the space vacated by 
the Fire department on the second floor of the Office.
•   Accepted up-dated recommendations from the COVID Safety Team to ensure the safety and 
well-being of our congregations during worship. Included was the serving of coffee outdoors on 
the front porch before and after worship.
•  Conversion of the ACS Financial Program to a cloud-based ACS REALM program has been 
completed. The People system database for this new program has been up-dated and will be 
accessed when the Administrative Assistant position is fully on-board and training can be 
scheduled.

Palma Sola Session Highlights

Palma Sola Book Club

Book Club meets on second 
Monday to laugh, share, and learn. 
Choose a book from our new 2021-
2022 book list and join us for an 
upcoming, fun session!

View Current 2021 book list here

For more information, call Vicki 
Schooley at (941) 518-2315.

      AUG 9 | 12 - 1PM    SEPT 13 | 12 - 1PM

Men’s Group

Please contact Rich Wachunis 
(941) 567-5041 for information

You are invited to attend the Morning Men’s 
group. Get to know the men you see in 

church. Share your story. Enjoy fellowship.

Starting in September at 8:30AM  
SEPT 2 -  social fellowship & breakfast 

   at Poppi’s Restaurant
SEPT 16- social and Christian topic 

discussions at PSPC.

Attend one or both gatherings each month.

https://www.pspchurch.org/editoruploads/files/Other/Palma_Sola_Book_Club_2021_List(1).pdf
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Outreach Update

It seems like I wrote “Summer is almost here” yesterday, and now it’s August. The Outreach Team has 
focused on food security by collecting items and donations for Meals On Wheels and The Food Bank of 
Manatee. Thank you for your generous donations. Now we are getting ready for the kids to head back to 
school. —Donna Lesch, Chair

Members of the joint WPC and PSPC Outreach Team: Don and Linda Azbell, Liz Brackmann, Patti 
Dawson, Myrna Felix, Andrea Harmon, Joyce Johnson, Gregg Pead, Janice Saylor, and Vicki Sokolich. 
We need more members from WPC!  If interested, call Donna (941) 795-4457.

Summer Success and Socials
• We all enjoyed fellowship and making new friends at our June Cookout and July Ice Cream Social. 
We ate well and finally visited with one another after long separation.
• In May, $205.80 was collected for the 3 Cents a Meal program. This money will go to Beth El, Misión 
Peniel, and Our Daily Bread. The next collection will be August 29, since August is a five-Sunday month.
• In July, we raised $342 for the Food Bank serving about 50 ice cream sundaes, which will be added to 
the Outreach Offering collected in July and August. Thank you to all who planned and helped, especially 
Myrna, who organized everything on THE DAY!
       • School supplies for Beth El Farmworker Ministry were  
                collected in July. An additional 47 backpacks were purchased  
                to supplement the items collected. Donations were delivered  
                to Beth El last week.
       • 12 volunteers are now serving at Our Daily Bread, two   
       volunteers on each Friday. Thank you for your service.   
       If you wish to be part of the action, contact Don Azbell by  
       phone (941) 242-5759 or email azbell57@verizon.net.
• An additional $400 was spent from PSPC’s Community Outreach account to buy needed items for 
Turning Points to add to the May collection of toiletries.
• Donations were made from PSPC’s Missionary Support Account: $2000 to the Parkers and $3000 to 
the Nortons.

Coming Up in August 
• Our Outreach Offering continues to be for The Food Bank of Manatee.
• Our DOES It for August is collecting school and clinic supplies for our Palma Sola Elementary School. 
A list of needed items will be in the Narthex and the Midweek and Sunday messages.
• We join together for a dinner and beach walk gathering at Manatee Public Beach, Friday, August 6th at 
6 pm. Please sign up in the Narthex. 
• Food Bank Volunteers are needed to help sort donations M-Th, and produce on Friday. If you’d like to 
help, call Myrna (941) 748-1118 for more information.

Outreach Update

mailto:azbell57%40verizon.net?subject=
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Outreach Update

Request for Recommendations for 2022 PSPC Officers
The Church Nominating Committee is beginning the process of preparing a slate of officers to serve 
Palma Sola Presbyterian Church into our future.  As part of this process, we seek input from the 
congregation.  

As you prepare your recommendations, we ask that you prayerfully consider who should help lead 
this church.  We need leaders who have the flexibility, vision, and vitality to lead us forward in God’s 
good will for this congregation!

Church members may recommend one or more people, who must be church members.  Let us all 
embrace the diversity in our congregation as we consider our next class of leaders.  To help you with 
your recommendation, we have included a brief description of the character, responsibilities, and 
time commitment for each office.

Deacon
a person who exhibits spiritual character and sound judgment while participating in a ministry 
of compassion, witness and service.  A Deacon will be a spiritual shepherd to those in need, sick, 
friendless, and in distress.  Deacons meet every other month and are responsible for contacting the 
members on their shepherding list to make sure they are aware of events happening at PSPC.  They 
are to recognize birthdays, anniversaries and to relay any individual concerns back to the Church.  
They will require a minimum of 3 hours a month in shepherding plus 1 hour every other month in a 
Deacon’s meeting.

Elder
a person of wisdom, maturity of faith, and compassion, who will serve on session and exercise 
leadership in governing and leadership by example.  Together, with the teaching elder (pastor), 
they are responsible for the life of our congregation as well as the whole church.  Elders will attend 
a monthly session meeting, be a member of a standing committee, and will periodically serve 
communion.

Congregational Nominating Committee Member (CNC)
a person of wisdom, maturity of faith, and sound judgment.  The committee will meet in late summer 
and fall to solicit recommendations for church leaders (Deacons, Elders, CNC).  They will contact 
prospective nominees to discuss the office for which they are being nominated to serve.  They will 
then prepare a nomination recommendation list (slate) to be presented to the congregation.

Please contact Mary Montano by August 22nd with any recommendations you may have at 941-
761-1373 or pspcworship@gmail.com.  The Congregational Nominating Committee thanks you for 
your assistance in providing us with this information.  Please pray for this committee as we also pray 
for God’s guidance in recommending those who will lead our church.

mailto:pspcworship@gmail.com
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AUG 1  Lael & Ernest Wilson
AUG 2 Marian Anderson 
  Gilbert Smith
AUG 4  John & Joyce James (WPC)
AUG 5  Dan Mustaine
  Beth Stone (WPC)
AUG 6  Liz Brackmann
AUG 8 Joyce Johnson (WPC)
  Tammy Barr (WPC) 
AUG 10  Rich Wachunis
AUG 11  Don & Georgie Townsend (WPC)
AUG 12 Nancy Slocum
  Jan McGowan
  Marilyn Gillette
  

  Barbara Harris (WPC) 
AUG 14  Rev. Peter MacFarlane (WPC)
AUG 15  Nancy Shimandle (WPC)
AUG 17  Gail Dickerson 
AUG 18  Pam Insani (WPC)
  John & Linda Progar (WPC)
AUG 19  Jean & Emmett Scott (WPC)
AUG 22  Peter & Carol MacFarlane (WPC)
AUG 24  Roy & Jo Williams
AUG 25  Suzanne Tyrrell
AUG 27  Joan and Gene Sommerfeld (WPC)
AUG 28  Evelyn Nelson
AUG 29  Nancy Regal (WPC)
AUG 31  Ron McLeod

Volunteers Needed 
to begin planning renewal of church grounds

A new team is being formed for a first phase of planning, as we enter budgeting for 2022 and also anticipate 
applying for a Presbytery Blessings Grant in 2022. New grounds features and plantings can refresh our look, help 
us better connect with our neighborhood, and reduce landscape maintenance costs. If you have interest, ideas or 

experience to contribute to this 2-to-3-month effort, please call Ron Dickerson.

P&G Update 
If you haven’t noticed, check out our new roof! It should be all complete as of this 
newsletter. We did it in 2 phases, each a week long, with 3 weeks in between. It 
shingles are a new light brown color that are rated highly by the not-for-profit Cool 
Roof Rating Council for lessening energy needed to cool a building’s interior. Next, 
gutters will be reinstalled and repaired, with a leaf guard added by September. 

We have also added a keypad to the northside awning door to control entry and 
track authorized people with a code rather than keys. This was necessitated to keep 
intruders from slipping in during the evening meetings of scouts and Creative Arts 
Academy. Keypad entry will also be used by those who sign up for office space use.

An area we can make more invitingNative plants that need less maintenance
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Palma Sola Presbyterian Church 
-August Newsletter 2021-

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
-August Newsletter 2021-

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209

941-792-3141
pspchurch.org 

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209

941-748-2848
wpcbradenton.com

Thank You Note from Cedarkirk
We recently received a handwritten thank you 
note from Matthew Shick, Executive Director of 
Cedarkirk, for PSPC’s donation of $1200. Our 
Cedarkirk weekend in early March 2020 was most 
memorable and we look forward to returning 
to Cedarkirk soon with our new friends from 

Dear Members of Palma Sola Presbyterian,

Thank you for your generous donation to Cedarkirk’s ministry. This last year has been a difficult one for us, 
as it has been for you. Knowing that, your gift means all the more to us. 

We appreciate our partnership with your congregation and the long history this ministry shares with you. 
As we embark on our 50th year of ministry, your gift helps us ensure that we can preserve and build on the 
rich history of this place. 

It is humbling to be good stewards of the resources you have entrusted to us. We can’t wait to host you at 
camp soon.

With deepest thanks, 
Matthew Shick | Executive Director

Did you know there is special Sanctuary seating
in the fourth row, at the pew ends next to the side 
aisles, for those with walkers and wheelchairs?

Worship Accommodations 

Save the Date!
Sunday, October 10 is this year’s Rally Day!
A special morning of breakfast, worship and discussion,
as together we mobilize to “Be the Church.”

https://www.pspchurch.org
http://wpcbradenton.com
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29 30 31     
       

 
 
 
 

Church Dinner on 
the Beach 6pm 

Worship 
Service - 10am

Outreach Team 
3pm

Comms Team 
1pm

Palma Sola
Book Club

12p

WPC SESSION 
1pm

PSPC SESSION 
6:30pm

FINANCE TEAM
3:30P

Renewal Team
6:30P

Worship
Service - 10am

Worship 
Service - 10am

Resources 
Team - 11:30a

The Church Office is Open 
Monday - Thursday | 9am - 4pm

View the online church Calendar for latest information about Sunday worship services, Bible study, outreach and 
other events. Livestreamed and recorded worship services may be viewed at Online Worship.

Worship 
Service - 10am

Stewardship Team 
2:30p

Worship 
Service - 10am
(Communion)

Newsletter 
Input 

Deadline

https://www.pspchurch.org/calendar/#!
https://www.pspchurch.org/worship/services.cfm

