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Ola Palma Sola!
Greetings Westminster!

December Ola!

Transitional Pastor, Dr. Ted Land

Advent is the beginning of a new year on the
church calendar. Most of us wish that we could
flip the page on 2020, and get on with our lives.
But somehow, we know that things will never
be the way they were before. Some things will
be better. Other things will be worse. Very few
things will be unchanged.
Advent is the season of change: changing from
one year to the next. Changing from Autumn
to Winter. Changing from Halloween and
Thanksgiving decorations to all of the Christmas
decorations we know and love so well. Some
folks put their Christmas decorations and
lights out earlier this year than most. Maybe
they were home from work, or working from

home. Maybe it was a way of shining a little
light into an increasingly darkening world.
Maybe it was the season of hope, and peace,
and joy, and love starting early this year.
We need those. We need hope. Hope that
a vaccine and a cure will be found for the
pandemic plague that afflicts and affects us.
We need peace. Peace between nations, but
peace in our cities most needed this year. We
need joy. There has been so much sadness and
sorrow and loss this year. We need joy in our
hearts and lives. We need love. We need to
love our neighbor as we love ourselves. We
need to love the stranger. We need to love the
outcast. We need to love our enemies. And we
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need to love ourselves.
We will be doing things differently this year than we have ever done them before. We’ve never worn
masks to worship before. We’ve never sat at a distance from others. We’ve never not sung hymns and
carols of the season.
The candles of Advent will be lit by people who have been staying safe at home during the pandemic.
They join us virtually each Sunday. We will join them as they remind us of this holy season. We will
see their faces. They will not see ours. But if they were with us in the Sanctuary, we all would be
masked.
Our Longest Night/Blue Christmas/Service of Remembrance will be on Monday, December 21.
And we don’t know how we will manage it this year, but it will be different. Still at the Palma Sola
Botanical Park, at 4:30 in the afternoon.
Christmas Eve, because of the pandemic, will be limited to fifty persons per service who call or email
the Palma Sola Church office for reservations, but at two services, one at 4:30, another at 6:30. We
let our light shine in the darkness, though this year our light may not be candles.
Advent is the time when we remember Christ’s coming. Advent is the time when we yearn for Christ’s
coming again. Come, Lord Jesus!

WESTMINSTER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
• The Facility Use Agreement between WPC and PSPC is accepted after a few revisions were
made.
• Westminster held their final worship service in their sanctuary on October 25. It was a very nice
service and R.C. Smith, the previous interim pastor, did a wonderful job. A former pastor who
is now retired came and spoke on the history of WPC and at the close of the service, a ceremony
with the Bible, cross, chalise, plate and candle snuffer was carried out of the sanctuary.
• Westminster will hold a ceremony for the memorial garden transferral to PSPC. This ceremony
will be held before the end of the year.
• We continue our collection of Angel Tree contributions for angels in the community at
Christmas time.
• The next session meeting will be held on December 14 at 1 pm. Staff will let the elders know
whether it will be via zoom or in person at WPC.
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MISSION UPDATE

Hello Friends and Family!
Hope that you and your family had a peaceful
Thanksgiving yesterday! We enjoyed our day eating good
food and ending it with watching “Miracle on 34th Street”
to begin the Christmas season!
We are so incredibly thankful to God for all of you who
have come alongside us in this journey to open Lambs of
God Children’s Home. God has continued to provide and
we have felt your prayers and been encouraged by your
love and sweet notes to us.
We have another opportunity to get involved in opening
the children’s home. If you have been waiting for the right
time to get involved, this may be it! Before receiving our
license, we will need to have it set up and ready to receive
children. So, we’ve created a Christmas Wish List for you
to help us do that!
The Christmas tree above is filled with ornaments.
Each ornament represents an item that we will need to
purchase. We’d love for you to choose an ornament, and
donate that amount through Hope for Home! (Choose
Individual Support F-Z and click on our name. Once
on the PayPal page, you can note which ornament you
“purchasing” in the notes section or simply send me a
message noting which ornament. If you would rather
send in a check, there is an address on the donate page.
Be sure to put a note with your check that it is for the
Norton Home and which ornament.) Thank you so much
for helping us prepare our home for God’s Little Lambs!
Thank you for sharing this wish list with the people in
your life, as well!

TO PURCHASE AN ORNAMENT

• Choose a gift you would like to donate to Lambs of God
• Go to https://hopeforhome.org/donate.html and click on “Individual
Support (F-Z)“ and choose our name from the drop down list to donate the
amount you desire. (Let us know which ornament you are purchasing by
adding a note to the Paypal page or sending us a quick note

Men’s Group
DECEMBER 2020
Join us via ZOOM every
1st & 3rd Thurs at 8AM

Traveling Light
by Max Lucado

How Psalm 23 helps you
release burdens you were
never intended to bear.

DECEMBER 3 | LESSON 15
Slippery Sheep and Healed Hurts: The
Burden of Disappointment

DECEMBER 17 | LESSON 16
Jam Session: The Burden of Envy
Call Ron Dickerson for a Zoom invitation
(941) 792-9104

Palma Sola DOES It!
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Drive-Thru Collection of

Christmas Shoeboxes and Cards
DEC. 5TH
10A-12P
Our Palma Sola DOES It (Done On Every Sunday)
for November is collecting stuffed shoe boxes to give
to clients served by Meals on Wheels PLUS. The
filled boxes will be delivered to seniors through the
holidays, and are sometimes the only gift they will
receive.
You may return your filled shoebox to the church in
a contact-less drive-thru. Place your shoe box in the
trunk of your car, drive into the church east parking
lot, and volunteers with gloves and face masks will
remove it from your trunk. You may also return your
Troop Support Christmas cards in the drive thru.

TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
Celebrate the 12 Days of Christmas by giving gifts to
someone you don’t even know!
Decorate an open cardboard box with Christmas
wrapping paper – or use a large gift bag! Deliver the
box/bag in the December 17 Drive Thru or bring
to the church by December 27. All of the gifts will
be taken to Our Daily Bread for distribution at the
Loaves and Fishes pantry.

Flower Calendar 2021
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The Flower calendar for 2021 is now
available in the Palma Sola Office. Please
call the church office to sign up.
- Daphne-Anne Haynes

Garage Sale Thank You
I would like to thank everyone for their participation in the garage sale’ Thanks to all
who contributed their articles. Thank those
who helped set up and price the goods’ hit
a home run.Thanks to those who helped on
Friday and Saturday to sell them. A special
thanks to Andrea Harmon. When I was not
able to stand at home plate, she hit a home
run. Gregg Pead thanks he said we raised
over $1,400.00.
It is too bad we could not store what was left.
- Al Zimmer

Palma Sola Book Club
LOVE A GOOD BOOK? LOVE TO TALK ABOUT
GOOD BOOKS?

Here’s what to place in your gift box/bag – item by
item each day as you give thanks to God for your own
blessings:
Day 1 – Jar of peanut butter
Day 2 – Jar of jelly
Day 3 – Box of pasta
Day 4 – Jar of spaghetti sauce
Day 5 – Canned corn
Day 6 –Ccanned green beans
Day 7 – Box of mac ’n’ cheese
Day 8 – Box of cereal
Day 9 – 2 lb. bag of rice
Day 10 – Canned soup
Day 11 – Canned chicken
Day 12 – Roll of toilet paper & bar of soap

DECEMBER 14TH | 12 PM VIA ZOOM
Meets second Monday to laugh, share,
and learn. Open to both congregations
and their guests.
View 2021 book list here
INTERESTED?

Contact Vicki Schooley:
(941)792-5672 | VLschooley@gmail.com

Palma Sola Session Highlights
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• Session received a favorable report from our independent accountant from her review of our 2019
financial statements and procedures.
• Approved delaying the regular monthly Communion Service from December 6th until December
13th, due to the absence of Pastor Ted. The pre-recorded sermon will be shown in the Sanctuary on
December 6th.
• Due to anticipated increased family attendance at our Thanksgiving and Christmas Eve
services, Session has approved requiring reservations for these services, and limiting attendance.
Reservations may be made by calling the Church office. Two services will be scheduled for
Christmas Eve, at 4:30 pm and 6:30 pm.
• A verbal report from Finance indicated that Commitment Sunday yielded an encouraging initial
response from our member households. The Stewardship Team is following up with those not
heard from.
• Property and Grounds is actively pursuing efforts to ensure that the campus looks as good
as possible. An advisory group, open to all, is being formed to address the appearance and
landscaping of our interior courtyard. Ideas are solicited.
• The Pastor Nominating Committee is hopeful that its Pastor candidate will be endorsed by the
Presbytery Committee on Ministry on December 8th. If this happens, Session has approved calling
a congregational meeting for December 20th to vote on officially extending the Call. Pastor Ted’s
last Sunday with us will be on January 3rd.
• The Reopening Task Group continues to monitor Manatee County COVID-19 statistics and the
latest advice on virus transmission. In the face of efforts to ensure that our facility is ventilated and
sanitized as effectively as possible, the option to shut down worship nevertheless remains on the
table, as the local spike in case numbers and positivity index increases. The safety of those who
worship with us is of paramount importance.
• Session continues to work on live streaming of our worship service and improving the quality of
sound transmission. New equipment has been ordered and a Presbytery Grant to underwrite part
of this cost has been requested.
• Our Facility Use Agreement with the West Manatee Fire Department will end in the Spring
next year. Session would like to begin efforts soon to ensure that this office space is filled. Ideas for
tenants, and/or realtor contacts useful in this effort, are earnestly solicited.
• Due to anticipated increased family attendance at our Christmas Eve service, Session has
approved holding two services, at 4:30 pm and 6:30 pm on December 24th, and requiring
reservations for these services. Due to social distance spacing, attendance will be limited to 50
persons. Reservations may be made by calling the Church office.

Outreach Update
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While the Corona virus is keeping us home from social activities, it hasn’t stopped us from reaching out to those
in need. Your donations and monetary contributions are benefitting those in our local community and beyond.
LET’S LOOK AT WHAT WE HAVE DONE:
• Collected warm wear for Turning Points in a contactless drive through.
• Contributed funds towards the Pallet Program for Rise Against Hunger.
• Helped fund the mobile food truck program for Meals On Wheels.
• Wrote Christmas cards for the military to bring a little joy during the holidays.
• Filled Christmas Shoe Boxes for Meals On Wheels.
• Supported the Salvation Army Angel Tree Program.
• Wrote Pen Pal letters to the 2nd graders at Palma Sola Elementary School and purchased two cases of Pediasure
for a family in need.
• Contributed $500 for Christmas joy bags for 0-14 year old children and food for Mision Peniel.
• Hosted Movie Night at PSPC’s own drive in movie in the parking lot, featuring the movie “Hidden Figures”.
• Outreach offering for October and November was Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.
Are we living God’s will? Indeed. What a wonderful gift!
LET’S LOOK AHEAD:
• Outreach offering for December is the Christmas Joy Offering.
• D.O.E.S. (Done On Every Sunday) IT is the 12 Days of Christmas Food Drive for Our Daily Bread which
begins December 5th and runs through December 27th. Lists with the needed items are in a featured message in
this newsletter and in the narthex. Items can be dropped off in the narthex or church office or at our contactless
drive through in the east parking lot on December 19th from 10-12.
• Our Daily Bread Christmas socks wrapping and card writing will be done by Amy Pedon. Funds from last
year’s “Cookie Walk” fundraiser will be used to purchase the socks and wrapping. Thanks Amy!!!!
• Money from the education and literacy budget will be used to purchase gifts and gift cards for the Adopt-AFamily Christmas Program for needy students at Palma Sola Elementary School.
Keep sending the love to God’s people. Blessings for a Joyous Christmas.

OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT PHOTOS
HIDDEN FIGURES
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DECEMBER OUTREACH OFFERING
PC(USA)’s Christmas Joy Offering!

God saw the great needs of the world and offered a perfect gift, Jesus Christ. In Jesus, we receive the perfect
gift of God being with us, and of being with those in need—the gift of being together when we are near, and
being together when we are apart.
When we give to the Christmas Joy Offering, we share our love with the leaders of our Church — past,
present and future.
• 50% of your gifts make it possible for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools
and colleges equipping communities of color.
• 50% of your gifts provide assistance for current and retired church workers and their families with critical
financial needs.

12136-20-306

This year, we will not be providing special envelopes for this offering. Please give generously
• In the regular offering envelopes during worship,
• By check mailed to the church office, with “JOY ” in the memo line, or
• Through Online Giving

The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is with us, through the generous
gifts that support church leaders among us, retired, present and future, who have
pointed us to God. Even as we support our current and former church leaders
through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, God is calling new
leaders for our Church and world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges equipping communities of color — offering students the
means for a brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their talents
and skills to serve God, the Church and the world for years to come.

WAYS TO GIVE

Through your congregation

Text JOY to 56512 to learn more or donate

Online at pcusa.org/christmasjoy

The Christmas Joy Offering is one of four annual
special offerings. The church-wide Special Offerings
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) play an important
role in defining what it means to be a connectional church in the 21st century, bringing together the
diversity of the PC (USA) to focus and take faith-based action on shared concerns. The Special Offerings
offer opportunities for partnership, learning, and witness and they profoundly affect the life of the church
as a collective witness to Jesus Christ’s love for the whole church.
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Palma Sola Church Sanctuary Christmas 2019
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December Birthdays & Anniversaries

DEC 2
		
DEC 3
DEC 4
DEC 5
DEC 6
DEC 8
DEC 7
DEC 10
DEC 11
DEC 12

Richard Haynes (WPC)
Jean Scott (WPC)
Richard Bergman
Jeanette Lindo
Sandy Crandall (WPC)
Lael Wilson
Betty Butler (WPC)
Eugene Adams
Robert Ball
Zan Mustaine
Tekla McClimon
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DEC 16
DEC 17
DEC 19
DEC 21

Beverly Zimmer
Florence Barnhard (WPC)
Priscilla Arvidson (WPC)
Lynne Smith
Robert & Myrna Felix
DEC 22 Peter White
DEC 24 Sherri Kramer (WPC)
DEC 26 Annick Roberts (WPC)
		Don & Maggie Forster
DEC 30 Jim & Darlene Haas
DEC 31
Jack & Nancy Slocum

3 Cents A Meal
For years Westminster has taken part in 3 cents a Meal. We donate the accrued funds on the last Sunday in a 5
Sunday month. We will start on 1 January which happens to have 5 Sundays.
On 31 January if you take part, place a check made out to either church in an envelope marked 3 cents a Meal in
a Narthex basket or pew basket.
Money goes to Beth El, Mision Peniel and Our Daily Bread.
Donation for January is $2.73.
May is the next 5 Sunday month.

PSPC Memorial Garden
Anyone who would like to serve on the Memorial Garden Committee please contact Mark Wolf (792-3588).
Our Garden has several purposes. It is a Garden where the cremains of loved ones may be placed with their
names, date of birth, and date of death engraved on a plaque kept in the glass hallway that overlooks the
Garden.
Our Garden is also a place for prayer, meditation, and healing as well as a place for services and fellowship.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
Palma Sola & Westminster!
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DecemberSermon Schedule

Led by Transitional Pastor: Dr. Ted Land

DEC. 6
Communion Sunday

GABRIEL: THE SECOND
ADVENT ANGEL

DEC. 20
THE FOURTH ANGEL
OF ADVENT

DEC. 24

Christmas Eve Service

A HEAVENLY HOST OF
ANGELS
There will be two Christmas Eve services:

4:30p and 6:30p

Attendance limited to 50 people in each.
Please call the church office (941-7923141) or email to make reservations to
attend.
If you plan to attend one of these services,
please visit our COVID-19 Status and
Safety Practices page.
The page includes a safety selfquestionnaire to answer before coming to
the service.

DEC. 13
THE THIRD ANGEL OF
ADVENT

DEC. 21

Blue Christmas Service

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE
Palma Sola Botanical Park
December 21, 4:30 pm.
All are welcome!
Palma Sola Botanical Park is located next to
the north entrance of Robinson Preserve. The
service will be held outdoors on the back deck
of the Galleria, the building with the front
porch visible from the parking area. The back
deck may be reached through the Galleria, or
by a path leading around the right side of the
building.
Social-distancing will be practiced, and
attendees are asked to wear face masks.
Palma Sola Presbyterian has conducted this
service in Palma Sola Botanical Park for several
years.

DEC. 27
OLD FOLKS

Pre-Recorded Sermons are posted on YouTube every Sunday. Links
to the Live Stream & Pre-Recorded Services are available in the
Sunday Message and on the PSPC website

Newly Elected Officers
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At a Congregational Meeting of Palma Sola Presbyterian Church on November 1st, the following members
were elected as officers for the Class of 2022:
Elders:
• Ron Dickerson – Property & Grounds
• Donna Lesch – Outreach (2nd term)
• Linda Martin – Personnel
• Gregg Pead – Finance
• Roy Williams – Clerk of Session
Deacons:
• Don Azbell
• Betty Bashaw
• Diane Honeman
• Jeanette Lindo (2nd term)
• Tim Pedon (2nd term)
• Vicki Schooley
• Sonia Wegner
2022 Church Nominating Committee:
• Mary Montano, current Elder Representative
• Sue Corbett
•Elenita Musgrove
Thanks to all for your willingness to serve and lead Palma Sola into the future!

THANK YOU!

PLAN FOR GIVING

The Stewardship Team wants to thank
you for your plan for giving cards. We are
thankful to God for your support.

A Friendly Reminder: Please bring your
2020 Plan for Giving up-to-date. For a summary of your 2020 contributions, please
call the church office or email Gregg Pead
at peedethree@gmail.com. A summary will
be sent to you in email.
Thank You! - Finance Team

- Stewardship Team

Palma Sola Presbyterian
Church
-December Newsletter 2020-

Westminster Presbyterian
Church
-December Newsletter 2020-

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-792-3141
pspchurch.org

3011 19th Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34205
941-748-2848
wpcbradenton.com
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

01

THU

02

Outreach Team
3pm

FRI

03

SAT

04

Drive-Thru
Collection of
Christmas
Shoeboxes and
Cards 10a-12p

8am on Zoom

Renewal Team
6:30p

06

Communion
Sunday

07

08

09

10

11

12

15

16

17

18

19

Worship
Service
10am

13
Worship
Service
10am

Palma Sola
Book CLub
12p

20

Worship
Service
10am

21

WPC SESSION
1pm

WPC @
Our Daily Bread

FINANCE TEAM
3:30P

PSPC
SESSION
6:30pm

22

8am on Zoom

23

28

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

Drive-thru
Collection
of 12 Days of
Christmas Food
Boxes 10a-12p

25

26

24
Christmas Eve
Services
4:30p & 6:30p
with reservations

Blue Christmas
Service 4:30pm

27

Worship
Service
10am

14

05

29

30

31

The Church Office is Open
Monday - Thursday | 9am-1pm

Please email palmasolachurch@verizon.net or call
941-792-3141
For more information, please visit pspchurch.org. Click here to view past and present Bible Study
and Worship Service recordings, and the online Calendar

