
 

OLA, PALMA SOLA!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was the best of times and the worst of times.  I think that is close to what Dickens 

wrote in The Tale of Two Cities. 

 

The beaches are open.  But there is no place to park.  Some businesses require masks to 

enter.  Some businesses all employees are wearing masks, some are “mask optional.”   

 

I’ve got five masks now.  I can color coordinate with my shirt!  Polly washes them in 

between wearing. I’ve learned how to wear them without fogging up my glasses! 

 

On the weekend that the President urged churches to re-open, two churches that had 

been previously opened closed, one because of the death of their pastor from COVID-19.  

Vandals burned a church in Holly Springs, Mississippi, which stayed open throughout the 

past two months.     
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But church burnings are nothing new in Mississippi. During the near-decade that I served 

churches in Mississippi, there were a number of them.  

 

On that same weekend, the Mescalero Apache Nation in New Mexico closed down in a 

lockdown that is the most restrictive I have heard about.  The main cash cow for the tribe 

is the Inn of the Mountain Gods, a hotel and casino. It is closed.  Tribal police are 

blockading roads restricting entry to the reservation, and members of the tribe are to 

remain in their homes or on their property in the village.  Only one member of each 

household is allowed to exit. And that only during a twelve hour period on either Tuesday 

or Thursday.  The fuel center and tribal store remain open for travelers and essential 

business.  No, there has not been an outbreak. But as vulnerable as other Native American 

communities in New Mexico and Arizona have been, Mescalero leaders are trying to 

prevent infection of their people. 

 

I traveled through that reservation almost weekly during the two years that I served the 

Presbytery of Sierra Blanca.  The mountain for which the Presbytery is named is visible 

from “the rez.”  I’ve eaten in the tribally owned and operated “Old Road Café” a number 

of times, and bought gasoline at the fuel center (no Federal or State taxes!)  I’ve even 

eaten at the restaurant in the Inn of the Mountain Gods a time or two. 

 

As eager as I am for us to return to “normal” worship in our sanctuary, I know it will not 

be normal.  It won’t be the same.  Masks?  Masks optional?  Social distancing?  How will we 

receive the offering?  How will we serve communion?  Will we sing? 

 

When the Jews returned to Jerusalem from the exile in Babylon, they had to rebuild from 

the ground up.  They had nothing left of the temple or its trappings.  But they had their 

faith.  They had their scriptures.  They had the desire to worship God. 

 

When we return from our coronavirus exile, we will have our faith, we will have our 

scriptures, we will have our desire to worship God.   

 

What else really matters? 

 

Your Transitional Pastor, 

Ted Land      
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 Approved study of “The Apocryphal Jesus” for adult Christian education in the Fall.  

 Encouraged everyone to network with each other to relieve boredom during the 

pandemic shutdown. The Office is still seeking pictures from the congregation of how 

members are occupying their time and being inspired (see May Newsletter) during 

the shutdown. Please send photos via E-mail. 

 The church calendar of events and meetings will be kept on the website in the future 

to facilitate its publication and up-dating. 

 A projection of year-end revenue and expenses, based on two months of operations, 

shows a possible deficit of about $19k. 

 Finance will explore offering an on-line contribution option to facilitate making gifts. 

 Recognizing the important role that the church secretary plays in communicating 

with church members and Community partners, approved an expanded Position 

Description for the Administrative & Communications Assistant position.  

 The surge caused by a lightening strike on the FPL grid did considerable damage to 

the electronics and lighting in the office area. The damage has all been repaired, 

unfortunately at a cost about equal to our insurance deductible. 

 Discussed Renewal’s proposal for how to worship safely in the Sanctuary based on 

established faith-based safety measures, and possible start dates. The Session has set 

a target date of June 21st, subject to review at its next meeting of current Manatee 

County conditions and our ability to meet safety guidelines. 

 An Ad Hoc Reopening Task Group was appointed to define precautions necessary to 

comply with National and State safety guidelines, and to ensure all recommended 

safety measures are in place before returning to worship.  

MAY SESSION UPDATE 
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A DAILY PRAYER LIST 

FOR ALL OF US 
 

 Pray for our first-responder and 

medical workers who care for the sick 

on the frontlines of the war against 

this novel coronavirus. 

 Pray for our national, state, county and 

city leaders, as they attempt to cope 

with this unprecedented crisis. 

 Pray for the researchers and scientists 

developing vaccines, treatments and 

containment practices, who work 

knowing every day counts. 

 Pray for those who work on farms, in 

distribution centers, as truck drivers, 

in grocery stores—and in all areas 

necessary for supplying us with what 

we need. 

 Pray for teachers who must teach in 

new ways, and recent grads who face a 

challenging future. 

 Pray for those who are working while 

striving to keep themselves, fellow 

workers, customers and their families 

safe.  

 Pray for those who are ill, and those 

who are lonely, isolated, frightened, 

anxious, neglected, and unaware. 
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU:  

 

I would like to thank you for 

your cards, e-mails and telephone 

calls I have receive since the loss 

of my mother Shirley Pead and 

my sister Pamela Pead Lunde.  

- Gregg Pead  
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 The Greek philosopher Heraclitus said many years ago, “the only constant in life, the 

only thing we can be sure of, is change.”  This is true, not only in life, but also in the 

organization of church Sessions. 

 As many of you may know, Elders Doug Johnson and Steve Coolahan needed to 

relinquish their roles on the Session recently to devote more time to work or 

personal affairs, respectively. Their time of service and diligence in carrying out their 

Session responsibilities has been invaluable in supporting our church’s mission and 

values. Both played key roles in the work of our church and we are deeply grateful 

for their service. Their departures left Session vacancies in the Finance Liaison 

(Johnson), and in the Chair of Personnel (Coolahan) positions.  

 Subsequently, Session has appointed Gregg Pead, currently Chair of the Finance Sub-

group, to act as Finance Liaison to the Session. Inasmuch as Gregg also participates in 

processing all personnel paperwork, he graciously volunteered to also perform as 

Acting Chair of Personnel for Session. In both of these capacities, Gregg will serve 

until the election of new Elders later this year, and their installation in 2021. Our 

thanks to Gregg for his devotion to Palma Sola and his untiring willingness to 

support the ongoing work of his church. 

OUTREACH UPDATES  
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Your Outreach Team met via Zoom on May 12th to plan how to reach out to our 

community locally and abroad.  We are sending $2000 to the Parkers, our 

missionaries in Lebanon, Syria and Iraq. PSPC supports their missionary work 

through Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA). We are also sending $3000 to Carl and 

Lisa Norton, previously members of PSPC, who work in the San Lucas region of 

Guatemala where they partner with orphanages and children’s homes to provide love 

and care to displaced children. To read more, go to our website under Supported 

Missionaries. 

 

To support our local community we sent $454 to Our Daily Bread from your 

generous donations January through March Outreach Offerings.  In April and May, you 

donated $175 to One Great Hour of Sharing.  It was decided to spend $500 from 

our budget for additional food relief locally. 

 

During this uncertain time, the Outreach Team continues to reach out to our 

community on behalf of this church and serve those in need.  Because of the health 

concerns and constraints associated with COVID-19, we have had to become more 

flexible with our outreach plans.  Budgeted funds and resources are being redirected to 

where they are most needed right NOW.  We are also in the process of organizing 

opportunities for our members to connect and enjoy fellowship through online and 

other small group gatherings.  Please know the Outreach Team is doing everything we 

can to try to reach out in service and love during this time. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

 Dorcus – sew masks for church members. 

 Dive Into Reading Program through the Anna Maria Oyster Bar in the month of 

June.  Despite schools being closed, they have the blessing of Manatee School District 

for Dive Into Reading Virtual using Zoom Webinars for ALL rising 3rd grade students.  

To learn more and sign up go to the link: http://www.DiveIntoReading.net  

 Call a church member who may be as lonely as you are, to catch up on their life 

and offer friendship and support if needed. 

 Volunteer for Meals on Wheels or Turning Points. 

 

OUTREACH UPDATE 

https://www.pspchurch.org/partners/missionaries.cfm
https://www.pspchurch.org/partners/missionaries.cfm
http://www.DiveIntoReading.net
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Make A Special Offering 

 Outreach Offerings in May and June go to Meals On Wheels Plus.  In the midst of 

this unprecedented circumstance, Meals On Wheels is working to fulfill the rising 

needs and costs for programs to ensure essential nutrition to home bound seniors, 

children, and families who do not have access to meals.  Please be generous by 

making your check out to Palma Sola Presbyterian Church with the Memo “MOW” 

and send it to the church. 

Blessings from our team. Stay safe and stay well.  We love you! 

OUTREACH UPDATE CONT.  

Small Group Fellowship 
Friday, June 12th at 6:30PM  

Socially Distant Style  

Miss seeing your friends at Palma Sola?  

Want to venture out in a safe and 

appropriately distanced manner?  The 

Outreach Team is inviting you to a small 

group gathering in the church parking lot.  

Bring a chair (and your own 

refreshments if you want) and join with 

others 6 feet apart for an hour of 

fellowship and catching up.  Face 

coverings are welcome but not required.  

For health and safety reasons, space is 

limited to the first 10 people who RSVP.  

 

 Claim your spot by contacting 

Andrea Harmon at 941-761-9847 or 

aharmon5@tampabay.rr.com.   

 

PSPC Book Club 
 

LOVE A GOOD BOOK? LOVE TO TALK 
ABOUT GOOD BOOKS? 

JUNE 8th  | 11am  | ZOOM  

WHO? OPEN to ALL-Palma Solans & 
Guests 

WHAT? Monthly gathering to laugh, 
share, learn!  

WHEN? Second Monday of every month 
 

QUESTIONS?  

Call Vicki Schooley: (941)792-5672 

vlschooley@gmail.com    

https://mealsonwheelsplus.org/
mailto:aharmon5@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:vlschooley@gmail.com
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As many are struggling with employment and economic losses as the result of 

recent shutdowns associated with COVID-19, Palma Sola Church would like to 

remind everyone about our Benevolence Assistance Program through the 

Dreyer Trust.  

 

Through the generosity of former member Elwood G. Dreyer, the Dreyer Trust 

was formed in 2015 to provide short-term assistance to those in need.  

Available to both Palma Sola Church members and residents of Manatee 

County, the trust awards one-time grants for healthcare, housing, and other life 

expense shortfalls.  Christian Care Alliance of Manatee (formerly Manatee 

Religious Services) screens and verifies the needs of applicants for approval by 

the PSPC Finance Team.   

 

If you or someone you know might be in need of assistance, contact Christian 

Care Alliance at 941-752-4271 or www.cca-manatee.us and use the “Contact” 

drop down. 

DREYER TRUST  

http://www.cca-manatee.us
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June 4th 

Russ & Mary Montano 

Calvin & Ella Schafer 

June 7th 

Bob & Diane Hayward 

June 8th 

Darlene Haas 

Richard Pratt 

Paul & Shelly Harripersaud 

June 9th 

Don & Linda Azbell 

June 15th 

Gregg and Lorrie Pead  

June 16th 

Judy Giles 

June 19th  

Bob Miller 

June 26th  

Don Forster 

June 27th  

Anita Smith 

June 30th  

Ann Twomey  

As we shelter at home, we are 

reminded that God’s infinite love calls 

us to give joyfully and generously to do 

his will on Earth. 

Thank you for supporting the 

continuing work of the Church by 

mailing your pledges and offerings to 

the church office: 

6510 3rd Ave W. Bradenton FL 34209 

PASSING A VIRTUAL OFFERING PLATE  
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In Acts 9:36-42 we learn the story of Dorcas, 

also known as Tabitha.  Dorcas was a 

Christian woman from Joppa who was known 

for her acts of charity, including making 

garments for those less fortunate.  Dorcas is 

a fine example of how we are called to meet 

the needs of those around us.   

 

For nearly 50 years, the women of Palma Sola 

Church have been answering this call by 

sewing clothes for preschool aged migrant 

children.  The Dorcas sewing group meets 

monthly from September through May in 

Fellowship Hall to sew tops, shorts, and pants 

that are distributed by the Manatee County 

Schools Migrant Education Program.  Many 

hands are needed to cut out patterns, sew on 

buttons, and construct needed items.  All 

fabrics, patterns, instruction and other 

materials are provided.  There is a job for 

everyone - regardless of experience, and it is 

a wonderful time of fellowship and service.   

 

The Dorcas group plans to begin meeting 

again on September 8th and continue through 

May on the second Tuesday of the month 

from 9am- noon in Fellowship Hall.  Friends 

are welcome! Currently, several members 

have been sewing outfits at home.  

 

If you would like to get in on the fun this 

summer, contact Nancy Slocum and she will 

help get materials to you.  Nancy can be 

reached at 941-792-4884 or 

slocumnl@msn.com.  

MISSION SPOTLIGHT: DORCAS 

mailto:slocumnl@msn.com
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 The church had  a major electrical surge Saturday April 25 about 10:30 pm. West 

Bradenton had an exceptionally large lightning strike. We are not sure whether we took 

the strike, or it hit the power grid and it came thru the power panels and the phone 

lines. 

 We lost the internet system and many pieces of equipment that included the WIFI 

equipment throughout the entire church. The Spectrum modem was damaged and 

replaced by Spectrum. One of our phones was destroyed and all our hot spots were 

lost. Some of our wiring was damaged and had to be repaired. We have replaced 

damaged equipment and repaired the entire internet and WIFI systems. They are back 

up and working. 

 The Fire Alarm system was also completely knocked out. We have most of the system 

back in order and hope to have all the replacement equipment and wiring done early 

next week. 

 The kitchen stove hood was damaged and needed rewiring and the fire alarm wiring for 

it was also damaged and had to be replaced. 

 Ten of the Exit signs were damaged and are being replaced. 

 We have a $2,500.00 deductible on our insurance, we will file for whatever we can get 

over the deductible amount.   

Our Total damage replacement cost to date is as of 5/25/20 are $3,653.79 

 Deductible                        $2,500.00 

 Claim Amount to Date                                                             $1,153.79 

 We have completely removed all the restroom items in the small dual restroom. This 

area is being converted into a secure storage area for our records that now reside in 

several areas of the church. Steel shelving will be set up to handle all of the banker 

boxes of records we must keep for many years by law! 

 Our cleaning crew has been busy cleaning different areas of the church with 

disinfectants, in preparation for our reopening, whenever that occurs. 

 We have on order hand sanitizer stations that are backordered until July. As soon as we 

get these stations and the sanitizer, we will install them in the 25 locations we have 

identified in the church. 

 Mark Wolf replaced all the chancel over head lights with new LED spots. The lighting 

really brings out the colors of our banners and lights up the entire stage for the choir.  

 

P&G UPDATE  
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PUZZLED about what to do with all that extra time  at 

home?  We are pleased to introduce our new:  

Palma Sola Puzzle Program!   
Gregg Pead has organized and made  available 50+ puzzles of 

various skill levels (250 – 1000 pieces) that can be checked 

out and returned through the church office.   

Contact, Faraja at the church office to specify puzzle piece 

preference, confirm contact info and pick-up details.   

Delivery is also available if needed! 

Call the church office to  

reserve your puzzle TODAY!  

941-792-3141 
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 PALMA SOLA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 6510  3rd Avenue West 
 Bradenton FL  34209 
 (941) 792-3141 
 www.pspchurch.org 
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