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 Ola Palma Sola! 
JULY 2020 NEWSLETTER

Palma Sola Presbyterian & Westminster Presbyterian Church

Pastor’s Message | by Dr. Ted Land

Virtual Communion will take 
place July 5th!

For many years, the monthly piece that 
I composed for church newsletters was 
entitled Notes from a Cluttered Desk. If 
you have ever been in my office/study, 
you know why!

A year ago, when I came to Palma Sola 
Presbyterian Church, I was looking for a 
catchy title for my monthly contribution 
to the newsletter, and somehow we came 
up with a greeting, OLA, PALMA SOLA!  

This newsletter marks a new milestone, 
a new adventure, not just for me, but for 
two congregations.  This will be my final 
OLA, PALMA SOLA! It is my honor and 
privilege to WELCOME, WESTMINSTER!

A monthly message from 
Transitional Pastor, Dr. Ted Land. 

July Ola!

Welcome Westminster!

As my colleague in ministry and brother in 
Christ, R.C. Smith, is completing his service 
at Westminster Presbyterian Church, that 
congregation will be “nesting” with Palma 
Sola.  We will have two congregations, 
worshipping together.  I will continue as 
Transitional Pastor for Palma Sola. I will 
moderate both Sessions, and both boards 
of deacons will continue to function as 
they have been.  Teams, committees, 
programs, activities, fellowship events 
will be open to everyone.  The Pastor 
Nominating Committee already models 
this, with two members from Westminster 
joining those from Palma Sola.  So does 
the Nesting Transition Team, which has 
been working for several months.
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Sandra Buntin will continue in the office 
at Westminster for the foreseeable future. 
Faraja Keyes is now the Administrative 
and Communications Assistant for Palma 
Sola.

Billy Burke, John Tarpey, and Mark Allebach 
will continue to provide music for our 
services as the Praise Band, and Elenita 
Musgrove will provide special music on 
her cello.  Woody Johnson will be with us 
on the organ for a couple of Sundays in 
July, and will be back in September.  

A year ago, I would never have imagined 
this.  Nor could I have imagined that we 
would be entering our fourth month 
of on-line pre-recorded sermons and 
worship services and Bible studies.  

When will we be able to worship together 
in the sanctuary? 

The Palma Sola Session at its May meeting 
appointed a Re-Opening Team, which was 
comprised of Elders Elizabeth Brackmann, 
Gail Dickerson, Andrea Harmon, and Mary 
Montano.  After a comprehensive study of 
information from the Center for Disease 
Control, World Health Organization, 
State of Florida, Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and several other sources, their 
recommendation to the June Session 
Meeting was not to set a definite or even 
projected date for reopening our facilities, 
and resuming worship in the sanctuary.  
Rather the Session adopted criteria for 
resuming in-person worship:  Manatee 
County’s new case levels of COVID-19 must 
be on a downward trajectory for fourteen 
days or its test positivity rate must be at 
or below 5% for 14 days.  Should these 
criteria be met before the next regular 
Session meeting, a ZOOM meeting will 
be called to set a date for resuming in-
person worship.

I am planning to conduct a “virtual 
communion service” on Sunday, July 5.  
Each person will be able to participate 
in their own home.  Each person should 
have their own bread (crackers could 

substitute) and their own cup, which could 
be wine, grape juice, cranberry juice, etc.  
We will conduct the service at the table 
in the Palma Sola Sanctuary, and your 
elements will be blessed along with those 
at the table, and you can partake at home.  

That service will be posted on both the 
Palma Sola Website and the Westminster 
Website.  Indeed, starting July 1, all Sunday 
services and Wednesday Bible Studies 
will be posted on both websites.

Our technology has come a long way 
since Alexander Graham Bell spoke the 
words “What hath God wrought?” on the 
first public telephone communication.
The question rings down through the 
years.  What has God wrought?  How 
has God blessed us with technology, to 
allow us to share not only God’s word, but 
the Lord’s Supper, when we are isolated/
quarantined/safer at home?

Your Transitional Pastor, 
Ted Land 

We’re having WPC & PSPC 

via ZOOM!

Details will be sent in the 
Mid-Week Message 

Following our Virtual Communion Service
ON SUNDAY JULY 5TH

Fellowship Time 
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A Farewell Message
Words of Encouragement | Pastor R.C. Smith 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies 
of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.   Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God 

– what is good and acceptable and perfect.
I wish I could claim these words as my own but, of course, they are 

not.  The Apostle Paul wrote this appeal to the Christians in Rome, a 
church he had yet to visit.  Chapter 12 of his letter to the Romans is all 
about encouragement, and also about attitudes and actions that are 

necessary for Christians to live together in profitable harmony.

I have been greatly blessed by my year’s sojourn with the gracious 
people of Westminster Presbyterian.  As the congregation approaches 

the 96th anniversary of its founding, a new undertaking awaits.  The 
nesting arrangement with Palma Sola Presbyterian will begin on 
July 5, with the two congregations joining together for worship.  

Unfortunately, for the foreseeable future, worship will continue to be 
a pre-recorded video accessible from Palma Sola’s website.  As time 
goes on, there will be more joint activities and planning.  Eventually, 
when Westminster’s property has been sold, that congregation will 

fully relocate to Palma Sola’s campus.  

There will be snags along the way!  When two people live under the 
same roof, there are always disagreements.  Multiply that by two 

congregations!  (I’m sure you get my point.)  So, allow me to quote Paul 
once more: Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 
good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in 
showing honor.  My sacred imagination revels in the thought of the 
two congregations having a “contest” to see which group is better 
at “showing honor” to the other.  The good people of Palma Sola, 

especially, will have a difficult task, but Westminster will need extra 
effort, too.

I will join with you in praying for God’s blessing and guidance in this 
unique adventure.  I pray that you will be led to call a new pastor who 
will graciously guide both congregations into a new future…together.  
And I pray that God will grant to all of you a new vision of the mission 

that you are to carry out…together.  

And I close with this further encouragement from Paul:  Do not lag in 
zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.

God Bless You All!
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◊ The July Newsletter will include news 
and information for the Westminster 
congregation. It will be the first issue to 
be distributed to both congregations, 
as we await the opportunity to worship 
together.

◊ On the recommendation of the Finance 
Team, Session approved adding a plan 
for accepting online contributions to 
the church’s website. We will use the 
Presbyterian Foundation to collect 
and process these donations for us.

◊ The projection of year-end revenue 
and expenses, after three months of 
shutdown due to the corona virus, 
shows a possible deficit of less than 
$10k. This is down considerably from 
the projection last month and reflects 
the on-going solid financial support 
from our membership during this 
difficult time. 

◊ Session endorsed a recommendation 
from the Ad Hoc Reopening Task 
Group that a date for resuming in-
person worship not be set at this time. 
In its review of the local environment 
with regard to reopening, the group 

found that in the past week, Manatee 
County’s 14-day-average COVID-19 
new cases had increased to levels 
last experienced back in mid-April, 
when a high point for new cases was 
being experienced. The downward 
trajectory that qualified Manatee for 
Phase 1 reopening back in early May 
had been reversed. Consequently, 
worship will not resume on June 21st, 
which had been previously targeted. 
We will continue to video record 
worship and post the service on the 
website.

◊ Looking ahead, Session approved 
the following recommended criteria 
for when in-person worship services 
would resume: 1) Manatee County’s 
new case levels (in either the 7-day or 
14-day moving averages) must have 
a downward trajectory for 14 days, or 
2) its test positivity rate must be at or 
below 5% for 14 days, following WHO 
testing recommendations. The Task 
Group will be tracking these metrics 
and will advise when reopening 
worship might be appropriate.

PSPC’s Session & Members Welcome 
Westminster Presbyterian! 

June PSPC Session Highlights 



January 2020 - Green Concept Page 5 

At a special called meeting of Peace River 
Presbytery, the relationship between Rev. 
Glen Bell and First Presbyterian Church 
of Sarasota was dissolved. Rev. Bell has 
moved to Louisville, Kentucky, to be 
near his new grandson. Glen’s children 
live in Louisville and Indianapolis. His 
wife, Anne, recently retired. Rev. Bell is 
too young to collect a full retirement 
pension.

At the called meeting, Peace River 
Presbytery voted to authorize a voluntary 
Love Offering to supplement the 
severance approved by the congregation 
of First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota 
intended to provide financial support 
prior to obtaining new employment.
Rev. Bell served as the liaison between 
the Presbytery Committee on Ministry 

and the Pastor Nominating Committee 
of Palma Sola Presbyterian Church. He 
helped refine the Church Information 
Form that has attracted many fine 
prospects for this church’s next pastor. 
He suggested questions the PNC might 
ask and questions they might be asked 
in interviews. His counsel and guidance 
were invaluable. 

Palma Sola’s Session approved a Love 
Offering be received by our church to 
show our gratitude for the time, energy, 
intelligence, imagination, and love that 
Glen Bell gave during the time he assisted 
the PNC. Checks should be made payable 
to Palma Sola Presbyterian Church, with 
the notation that they are for the Glen 
Bell Love Offering.

LOVE OFFERING FOR REVEREND GLEN BELL

Love Offering 

◊ Session approved the PSPC Safety Plan developed by the Task Group. This Plan 
sets procedures for ensuring that in-person worship in the Sanctuary is conducted 
consistent with precautions advised by the CDC. Information and specific requests 
for those attending future worship services will be provided both congregations 
ahead of such services. The Task Group will continue its work on subsidiary safety 
plans to cover: 1) Staff and visitor safety in the office spaces, through specific 
practices and requirements, 2) post-worship cleaning requirements, and 3) what 
to do if Staff, congregational members or visitors to the building become infected 
or have contact with a known or confirmed COVID-19 case.

◊ Session endorsed the notion that the campus remain closed to outside groups 
who use our facilities, until such time that corporate worship was reestablished.

◊ Session approved a contribution of $500 to a Presbytery Love Purse for the Rev. 
Dr. Glen Bell, former Senior Pastor at First-Sarasota and COM Liaison to our PNC. 
The congregation will be invited to contribute, as well.

◊ Session endorsed the Pastor’s interest in offering an “at home communion” as 
part of the July 5th virtual worship service.

June Session Highlights - Cont. 
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Outreach Offering  
Food Security is one of Palma Sola Church’s focus areas for community outreach and 
support.  The need in our community is great – now more than ever.  Our Outreach 
Offering for July and August will go to one of our main mission partners in this 
cause, The Food Bank of Manatee.

The Food Bank is operated by Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee and is the largest 
hunger-relief organization based in Manatee County.  The Food Bank provides 
nutritional assistance and supportive services to individuals in need by distributing 
food through over 65 local non-profit partner agencies and food pantries.  The Food 
Bank has provided over 30 million pounds of food since 1985 for local children, families, 
and seniors.  

With the unprecedented circumstances related to COVID-19, the need for food has 
grown exponentially. Families that have never needed help in the past now find 
themselves struggling to find nourishment and care. In response to this greater 
need The Food Bank of Manatee is providing Food4Families—COVID-19 relief kits 
that contain 6 meals that will feed a family of five breakfast, lunch, and dinner for 4-5 
days.  These relief kits are distributed every Friday at multiple locations.  

EMERGENCY FAMILY 
PROGRAM
food boxes for families in crisis 
with immediate needs.  Each 
box provides food for a family 
of five for one week.

BABY BASKET PROGRAM
critical care items such as 
formula, baby food, diapers, 
wipes and toys for infants up to 2 
years old in critical need

MOBILE PRODUCE PANTRY
a mobile produce pantry on 
wheels goes into food desert 
communities and distributes 
fresh produce to children and 
families to promote improved 
health, lower obesity rates and 
reduced medical costs.

SACK SUMMER HEALTH PROGRAM
According to the Manatee County School 
District, over 60% of students in Manatee 
County rely on Free and Reduced 
breakfast and lunch programs during the 
school year. When school is not in session, 
there is limited access to nutrition. The 
Sack Summer Hunger Weekend Food 
program helps bridge this gap. In 2019, 
more than 126,000 meals were directly 
distributed to food-insecure students in 
Manatee County..

To support The Food Bank through 
Palma Sola, please mail your check 

with memo “Food Bank” to the church 
office.  Thank you for helping to feed 

the hungry in Manatee County!
For more info
Contact Andrea Harmon 
aharmon5@tampabay.rr.com
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Christianity’s 
Family Tree 

Class

=Check out The
Norton Family  

Blog

Have you ever wondered 
what other Christian 

denominations believe 
and why?

If so, come to an eight-
week study beginning in 
September; in the Parlor 

(or possibly on Zoom)
Wednesdays 2:00-3:00 

pm
with leaders Betty 

Bashaw and Marilynn 
Gillette

The class will use a 
DVD curriculum by 

Adam Hamilton, called 
Christianity’s Family Tree

We hope you will grow 
in your faith and your 
appreciation of other 

Christians through 
participation in this 

class.

Dear Palma Sola Family,

Hello! I hope you all are doing well!! It’s a crazy time all 
over the world. Here in Guatemala we are still under fairly 
strict restrictions. We are only allowed out of our homes 
for essential travel and then only in our department ( like a 
county.) Masks are required if you leave the house. There is 
also a curfew from 5pm to 5am each day.

But we are well! And the children in the orphanages are 
well. We have been supporting the efforts of two of the 
orphanages we work work to feed those who can’t get food. 
They have clearance to travel throughout the country. Carl 
also helped one of the directors move her children’s home 
across town and set up security cameras. 

Our children are doing well. Junior is having a bit of trouble 
adjusting to our family due to all the trauma in his past. We 
are slowly working through many issues. Until the lockdown, 
he was going to therapy twice a week. We hope to be able 
to restart that soon. We praise God that He called us to be 
Junior’s family and we stand expectantly that He will see 
us through this season of healing for Junior! This month 
will make 7 months that he has been with us! Willy is doing 
great, making lots of improvements in all areas! He is talking 
more now and can communicate his needs! He has another 
appointment for his kidney this month. The girls have 
finished their year of homeschool and are enjoying extra 
time to play games and do arts and crafts! Noah graduated 
high school!! He is registered for an online University since 
his plans of returning to Florida in May got messed up due 
to the pandemic! Not sure when he will return now. Our 
older girls are doing well. Alia graduated from Johnson 
University and will be attending Vanderbilt Divinity School 
in the fall.  Lacy and Jordan are doing well in England. 
They have restrictions to work from home, as well. They are 
keeping busy with their church and ministry.

We want to thank you so much for your very generous 
donation to our family and ministry. We are thankful to God 
for providing for us! We are blessed by our relationship with 
PSPC and thankful that you all continue to support us, pray 
for us, and encourage us!!

Blessings,
Carl and Lisa (And family!)

Mission Upddate

CLICK 
HERE

nortonsinguatemala.
blogspot.com
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Passing of Peace
When we return to in-person worship, new habits will have to be established to follow 

recommended safety guidelines.  Along with avoiding handshakes and hugs, the 
passing of the peace and liturgical responses should be reconsidered.  While you are 
worshipping at home, practice the hand movements below, and you will be ready to 

share the love of Christ with others in person.

Peace

Despite our social distancing, your Outreach Committee is still at work virtually.  Most 
of our live activities have been put “on hold” or postponed until we see a reduction in 
COVID-19 cases.

• We are planning a Drive Away Hunger Food Drive at the church in the east 
parking lot on July 11th from 10-12.  See the featured article and list of items to 
donate.

• Join an Estate Planning Seminar via Zoom – Friday, July 31, 2020 from 10-11 am 
via Zoom. Attorney James Johnson will give an informative presentation that 
will assist with living will, health care surrogate, power of attorney, and last will 
and testament.  Mr. Johnson is a Florida Bar Board Certified Elder Law Attorney 
with Greene Hamrick Quinlan & Schermer, P.A.  Please contact Gregg Pead at 
peedethree@gmail.com for more information or to receive the link to this free 
presentation.

• The Outreach Offering collection was $700 in April and May for One Great Hour of 
Sharing.  Thank you. 

• The Outreach offering for July and August is for the Food Bank.  Please make your 
checks payable to the church and write Food Bank in the memo space.

Outreach Update

Be With You
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Traveling Light 
by Max Lucado

LOVE A GOOD BOOK? LOVE TO TALK ABOUT 
GOOD BOOKS?

Men’s Group Palma Sola Book Club

How Psalm 23 helps 
you release burdens 

you were never 
intended to bear.

Meets second Monday to laugh, share, 
and learn. Open to both congregations 
and their guests.

View 2020 book list here. 

INTERESTED? 
Contact Vicki Schooley: 
(941)792-5672 | vischooley@gmail.com

July 2 | Lesson 5 
I Will Give You Rest: The Burden of 
Weariness
July 16 | Lesson 6 
Whaddifs and Howells: The Burden of 
Worry
August 6 | Lesson 7  
It’s a Jungle Out There: The Burden of 
Hopelessness
August 20 | Lesson 8 
A Heavenly Exchange: The Burden of 
Guilt

July & August 2020 
Join us at 8AM this 

Summer for:

Call Ron Dickerson for a Zoom invitation 
(941) 792-9104

JULY 13TH | 11AM via ZOOM

OUR OFFICE

Westminster’s  custom is 
to have 2 fresh bouquets 
donated by members in 
the santuary. When in-

person worship resumes a 
sign-up procedures will be 

announced 

Upon signing up a letter 
will be sent with directions 

on dedication, etc. 

2 Bouquets = $30 
(Can be divided in 2) 

Payment is due the Sunday 
of display 

Passing A Virtual
Offering Plate

As we shelter at home, we are reminded 
that God’s infinite love calls us to give 

joyfully and generously to do his will on 
Earth.

Thank you for supporting the continuing 
work of the Church by mailing in your 

pledges and offerings to the church office:
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PSPC has established online giving option 
through the Presbyterian Foundation. You 
may now give to Palma Sola Presbyterian 
Church by clicking on the icon at the bottom 
of our website, or scanning our Quick 
Response (QR) code with your smartphone 
camera.

This will take you to the donation page. 
Following a simple process, you may donate 
to PSPC’s general fund or make an Outreach 
Offering using your debit or credit card. 

Two percent of what you give goes to the 
Presbyterian Foundation for administration. 
The Presbyterian Foundation will send a 
donation acknowledgement of the tax 
deductible gift. The QR code will appear in 
our publications, including our new pew 
card shown on this page. 

You may also be interested in giving online 
using your smart phone. To learn more about 
this read,  How it Works and FAQs. Features 
include being able to set up recurring gifts 
and view your giving history. This video 
describes the process of downloading the 
app and setting up an account. 

JULY  1 GEORGE SAILE
  BURT TUPPER 
JULY 5  LOIS LEE 
JULY 6  STEVE & BARB    
  COOLAHAN
JULY 7  MIKE & TRACY STARCHER 
JULY 11 GENE & MYRNA ADAMS 
JULY 13 PAUL GOODRICH
JULY 14 NILA CAMERON
  MARILYN MCLEOD
  RODGER SMITH

JULY 15  PAUL ATHERTON
  MILLICENT RILEY  
JULY 17 VICKI SCHOOLEY 
JULY 23 RON & MARILYN    
  MCLEOD
JULY 25  DIANE HONEMAN
  SANDRA ATHERTON
JULY 28 ALAN MARGREITHER
JULY 29 ANNA MAE JONES
JULY 30 JOAN SOMMERFELD

July Birthdays & Anniversaries

Online Giving 

WEBSITE GIVING 
ICON

QR CODE 
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PUZZLED about what to do with 
all that extra time  at home?  We 
are pleased to introduce our new:

Palma Sola Puzzle 
Program! 

Gregg Pead has organized and 
made  available 50+ puzzles of 
various skill levels (250 – 1000 
pieces) that can be checked out 
and returned through the church 
office. 

Contact, Faraja (941-792-3141) at 
the church office to specify puzzle 
piece preference, confirm contact 
info and pick-up details. 

Delivery is also available if needed!
?
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Palma Sola Presbyterian 
Church 

- July Newsletter 2020-

Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

- July Newsletter 2020-

6510 3rd Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34209

941-792-3141
pspchurch.org 

3011 19th  Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34205

941-748-2848
wpcbradenton.com

July 11, 10am – 12pm
Drive through PSPC’s contactless Drive 
Away Hunger food drive for the Food Bank 
of Manatee on Saturday, July 11th. Take 
the opportunity to feed people in need in 
Manatee County by sharing items from 
your cabinets, or shopping for items, from 
the list below.  Get your neighbors involved 
to help those in need.  Drop off is in the 
east parking lot of the church; items will 
be removed from the trunk of your car. 
Thanks in advance!

• Canned fruits and vegetables
• Mac ‘n’ cheese
• Peanut butter and jelly
• Boxed rice and pasta
• Canned soups
• Canned meats
• 100% fruit juices
• Breakfast bars and trail mix
• Oatmeal
• Powdered milk
• Applesauce
• Dried beans
• Healthy cereal

Acceptable Donations
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Please email palmasolachurch@verizon.net or Call/Text Faraja: 941-413-9005 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 
  1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

For more information, and to view video-recorded worship services  
and Bible lessons, go to pspchurch.org. 

 The Church Office is Temporarily Closed   

ALL MEETINGS WILL BE CONDUCTED ON ZOOM  

Palma Sola 
Book Club 

11a 
ZOOM MEETING 

FINANCE TEAM  
ZOOM MEETING—

6p 

BIBLE STUDY 
Online 

PSPC SESSION        
ZOOM MEETING 

nneewwsslleetttteerr  
ddeeaaddlliinnee  

BIBLE STUDY 
Online 

BIBLE STUDY 
Online 

Online 

Online 

Online 

Online 

 

MMEENN’’SS  
GGRROOUUPP  88aa  
Zoom Meeting  

MMEENN’’SS  
GGRROOUUPP  88aa  
Zoom Meeting  

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
ZOOM MEETING—1p 

PERSONNEL 
ZOOM MEETING – 

10a 

DEACONS ZOOM 
MEETING 

DRIVE AWAY 
HUNGER—10a 

BIBLE STUDY 
Online 

RENEWAL ZOOM 
MEETING—6:30p 

PNC —6:45p 

PNC —6:45p 

PNC —6:45p 

PNC —6:45p 

 WPC SESSION        
ZOOM MEETING 

ESTATE PLANNING 
SEMINAR on 
ZOOM —10a 

P&G  ZOOM 
MEETING—6:30p 


