
Palma Sola Presbyterian Church of Bradenton, FL 

OLA, PALMA SOLA! 
         

    It has been my honor and my pleasure to know two Pulitzer Prize winners. The one 

I’ve known best and longest is Doug Blackmon, who won for a book he wrote, Slavery 

By Another Name. Doug chronicled the history of the convict labor system in the 

prisons of the South from Reconstruction through World War II.  I’ve known Doug 

since he was nine years old, was his pastor for a number of years, officiated at his 

wedding and I remain a huge fan of his work.  Doug has worked for the Atlanta 

newspapers, the Wall Street Journal, PBS, and the University of Virginia.  

    The other Pulitzer Prize winner was Don Whitehead.  Don was a friend of my uncle, 

Raymond Walker.  Don won two Pulitzers for his work as a war correspondent during 

World War II.  In his “retirement years”, Don wrote a regular column for my home-

town newspaper, the Knoxville News-Sentinel. 

    One of his columns that I remember after more than forty years was about 

October.  He said that if he only had one month to live, and could pick his month, he 

would pick October. Autumn weather, Fall foliage, college football, those were a few of 

his reasons. 

    Well, if I could pick one month to live, I would pick November.  November begins 

with All Saints Day, when some churches in some Christian traditions remember all the 

saints, especially the ones that have died during the last twelve months. 

    It continues with Veterans Day, which I still remember as Armistice Day, which 

honors those who served in the military, keeping our nation free.  I recall parades on 

November 11 in my childhood where there were still Civil War Veterans from both 

sides riding in convertibles in the parade, and veterans from World War I and World 

War II marching in what remnants of uniforms they still had, or that they could still fit 

into.  My parents were both World War II veterans, and my brother, Jeff, is an Air Force 

veteran,  

    We’ll be honoring the veterans of our church family on November 8, when we have 

a special movie night on Veterans Day weekend. 
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    My birthday celebration follows close behind Veterans Day, and I’m always thankful 

to God for another year of life.  November of 1974 marked the beginning of my first 

bout with cancer, and 45 years later, each anniversary is a milestone on a journey that 

could have ended much sooner. 
 

    November is Stewardship Season, and most pastors dread that.  I don’t.  I enjoy 

hearing about all the things the church is doing in the name of Jesus in the community 

and in the world with the tithes and offerings of the people of God, and I enjoy 

celebrating God’s gifts to us. 
 

    But the main reason I love November is Thanksgiving!  I love Thanksgiving!  I love to 

be able to sit around the table with family and friends, eating all of the wonderful things 

that thanksgiving Dinner represents.  Turkey, dressing, cranberry sauce, pumpkin pie, 

pecan pie, and for the last thirty years or so, swamp cabbage!  

     What I really love most about Thanksgiving is gathering with my church family to 

sing those old familiar hymns of thanksgiving to God.  I’ll preach the sermon I’ve 

preached so many times, based on a text from the prophet Habakkuk, and we will give 

thanks to God for another year, another harvest, another blessing. 

    I’ve been told Palma Sola Church doesn’t usually have a Thanksgiving Service.  Well, 

we are going to this year!  It will be on Wednesday, the 27th, at 4 P.M.  We will gather in 

the sanctuary.  I don’t expect the church to be full.  But our hearts will be full of thanks 

to God, and hopefully with the joy that comes from worshipping God.   
 

    Eight years ago in November, I retired!  I gave away a couple of pulpit robes, all my 

suits, and most of my library.  I thought I was just about finished with my ministry.  I had 

just been diagnosed with cancer again.  Different kind, different place, different 

treatment.  I thought that might be my last November, my last Thanksgiving service.   
 

    Well, God was not finished with me yet. I found myself preaching almost every 

Sunday during my year of retirement.  I think in seven different churches in Peace River 

Presbytery.   I filled in for my friend Craig Countiss when he was having chemotherapy, 

and for the then-pastor at Northminster Church when he had Army Reserve duty 

once a month.       
 

    November of 2012 found me embarking on my first interim pastorate, at Marianna, 

Florida.  A year later, I added the job of Coordinating Presbyter for the Presbytery of 

Florida to my resume.    
 

    I sometimes think that November has been the best month of the year most of the 

years of my life, except for the June when I married Polly, and the January when our 

son, Kris, was born.  
 

    Thank you, Lord, for another November! 
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 FELLOWSHIP HALL   
 

November 7th & 21st 
7:00 am 

 

Come and join us for our lively 
discussions on the Life Lessons 

from Acts by Max Lucado. 
 

See schedule on Page 12! 
 

MEN’S MINISTRY 
 

MEETING NOVEMBER 12th 

9:00 am - 12:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

 

We will be sewing play clothes for 
migrant preschool children. 

We would love to  have more sewers  to 
show Christ’s love to                           
the children in need.   

Nancy Slocum 
792-4884 

slocumnl@msn.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PACKING 

EVENT 10/24 

AT AGAPE 

FLIGHTS 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiz64HKzoraAhVRX60KHWDNDkcQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.forgetemplecogic.org%2Fmens-ministry&psig=AOvVaw0MytcxRGfZl2LZm2CBjl4A&ust=1522175086109215
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Palma Sola made a big commitment to our food security focus by hosting a Rise Against 

Hunger meal packing event on October 12th. Over 90 volunteers including scouts, Palma 

Sola Elementary families, Creative Arts Academy students and others joined together to pack 

14,256 life giving soy and rice meals. These meals will be sent all over the world to feed 

those in need. It was a day filled with music, laughter and lots of fun! Thanks to all who attended! 

Highlights of October: 
 Palma Solan's donated almost 300 books which were distributed to children attending this 

year's Remote Area Medical clinic. RAM provides free health, dental, and vision care to the 

uninsured and served over 1600 people at their most recent event in Manatee County.  

 We matched adult pen pals with 90 second grade students at Palma Sola 

Elementary for this school year! We also showed our appreciation for teachers and staff by 

helping with dinner and providing home baked desserts for Parent/Teacher Conference night, 

as well as a "blessing" dinner for one lucky teacher.  

 We welcomed Oasis Charter Middle School to the neighborhood with breakfast for 

teachers and staff on their recent Record Day. We look forward to exploring ways to 

partner with them in the future.  

 We hosted a fun jam session and sing along for the Bradenton Ukulele Movement 

group led by member Janice Saylor. What a great way to share our beautiful campus with 

others in the community!  

 We packed 210 Thanksgiving meal care packages to be sent through Agape Flights to 

missionaries in the Caribbean. Each meal contained a heartfelt message of gratitude and 

support written during our new Write from the Heart outreach ministry. This small 

gesture means so much to those who are far away during the holiday season. Thanks to all 

who participated!  

 From our September Outreach Offering and budgeted funds, support in the amount of $876 

was sent to Bible Mission USA. With your generosity, Bibles and other religious materials 

will be given to all in need. Way to go!  

 Through your pocket change donations, $643 was sent to F.E.L.T. to provide weekend 

backpacks of food for hungry school children in Manatee County. 

Upcoming in November: 
 Movie Night, Friday, November 8th! Gather in 

Fellowship Hall at 7 pm, grab some popcorn and a drink and 

enjoy a night of fellowship and fun with a showing of the 

movie Unbroken: Path to Redemption, the continuation of 

the Louis Zamparini story first told in the book Unbroken. The 

movie is free and open to the community. Invite a friend and 

join together to celebrate and honor our veterans on this 

special evening. 

Outreach Ministry  Team Update   



 
Page 5 November 2019 

 

 Our Outreach Offering for November will go to Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance to help with hurricane relief in Florida and elsewhere. 

Contributions will be added to our October collections to make an even bigger 

impact. 

 Our Palma Sola DOES It (Done On Every Sunday) for November is 

collecting stuffed shoe boxes to give to clients served by Meals on Wheels PLUS 

this Christmas. Pick-up a Christmas wrapped shoe box and wish list in the Narthex starting 

on 11/3, fill it up and return it to the Narthex by Sunday 12/1. Items can include lotion, lip 

balm, toothbrush/toothpaste, books and puzzles, fuzzy slippers. stationery, holiday themed 

items and more - whatever will fit! Filled boxed will be delivered to seniors throughout the 

holidays, and is sometimes the only gift a senior will receive. 

Outreach Ministry  Team Update   

Mark your calendar for these  

Special Holiday Events! 

 

Creative Arts Academy  

Christmas Party: 
Friday, December 6th at 6 pm in Fellowship Hall. Join CAA students and their families for 

dinner and entertainment as they share the sounds of the season. Free - all welcome! 

Anna Maria Island  

Concert Chorus & Orchestra: 
Sunday, December 8th at 2 pm in the Sanctuary. A Glorious Hallelujah! featuring selections 

from Vivaldi and Handel. Tickets on sale now at www.amicco.org. 

Ongoing: 

 The cart for non-perishable food donations for Our Daily Bread is always available in the Narthex. 

Fill the cart with pasta, rice, cereal, canned food/drinks and more to help provide food for those in 

need. 

 We continue to collect Campbell's Soup labels and Box Tops for Education to donate to Palma Sola 

Elementary School. See the display and collection box in the Narthex for specific instructions.  

 As always, your pocket change contributed in the yellow pew envelopes will benefit F.E.L.T. (Feeding 

Empty Little Tummies). 

http://www.amicco.org
https://www.qeliz.ac.uk/latest-news/shoe-box-appeal-2/
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Outreach Ministry  Team Update   

 

RISE 

AGAINST 

HUNGER 
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Outreach Ministry  Team Update   

Movie Night 

November 8th 
 

      

 

     Gather in Fellowship Hall at 7:00 pm, grab some popcorn and 
a drink, and enjoy a night of fellowship and fun with a showing 
of the movie Unbroken: Path to Redemption, the continuation 
of the Louis Zamparini story first told in the book Unbroken.   

     The event is free and open to the community.  Invite a friend 
and join together to celebrate and honor our veterans on this 
special evening. 

THE (BUMS) 

BRADENTON 

UKULELE 

MOVEMENT 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjrhe_GyO7kAhUCTd8KHeZ5BbQQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Ficon-library.net%2Ficon%2Fmark-your-calendar-icon-18.html&psig=AOvVaw3UdCBIgo32OmryjZOG27et&ust=1569589982664822
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   Who speaks for God?  In Old Israel, the prophets did.   
   Who were those prophets?   
                 What did they have to say?   
                 How was God’s word received?   
   What do they have to say to us today?  
  
 

     Starting Wednesday, October 2, Transition Pastor Ted Land will be teaching a Bible 
study series on the prophets.  Class will be held in the Jack Wolf  Room (the Parlor) and 
will be held from 1:30-3:00 pm and from 6:15 to 7:45 pm each week.  A synopsis will be 
provided for each class. 
 

 

  October 2      INTRODUCTION TO OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY 

  October 9     AMOS THE SHEPHERD OF TEKOA 

  October 16      HOSEA: FIRST OF THE LATTER PROPHETS? 

  October 23  JOEL: A SHORT LITTLE BOOK 

     OBADIAH: THE OBSCURE PROPHET  

  November 6    JONAH: A WHALE OF A TALE 

  November 13    NAHUM: THE UNKNOWN PROPHET 

  November 20    MICAH: THE THREE KINGS PROPHET 

  November 27    HABAKKUK: THE PROPHET OF THANKSGIVING 

  December 4  ISAIAH I: THE PROPHET OF ADVENT 

  December 11     ISAIAH II: THE PROPHET OF ADVENT 

  December 18     ISAIAH III: THE PROPHET OF ADVENT 

 

 

 

 

 

Novermber Highlights 

PROFILES OF THE PROPHETS 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiutcS5gO_kAhUwWN8KHa1SAWEQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.folfcrc.com%2Fevents%2Fevent%2F64%2Fbible-study%2F2018-07-11&psig=AOvVaw3P5y0D5QvZR3m8JVDs0lVb&ust=1569604987424523
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 Appointed an Ad Hoc Team to consider ways to up-grade the marquee sign at the church. 

Proposals are being studied to make the sign more visible and attractive. 

 Resources has completed its preliminary work to categorize the space usage by outsiders 

at the church, to ensure that appropriate agreements are in place. An up-dated Facility 

Use Request Form, with Guidelines, was approved for accepting requests from 

organizations asking for one-time and occasional use of our facilities. 

 Session approved the use of Fellowship Hall by the Supervisor of Elections to be used as 

a polling place for three scheduled elections in 2020. 

 Session has also approved the use of church facilities by the Anna Maria Island Chorus 

and Orchestra Organization (AMICCO) for their schedule of rehearsals and concerts 

already underway. An up-dated Facility Use Agreement has been approved for their 

signature. 

 Session approved a proposal from the Pastor Nominating Committee for the minimum 

effective salary, and a maximum effective salary negotiating range, for the new Senior 

Pastor position. 

 

 As a consequence of numerous recent problems, Session 

approved leasing a new office copier. The new lease will be at a 

slightly lower monthly lease cost, and the per-copy cost for copies 

above the prescribed maximum will be considerably less costly. 

 
 

 

 

 

 October Session Highlights 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcarwad.net%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fstyles%2F225x120%2Fpublic%2Ffree-thanksgiving-turkey-clipart-145122-9991341.gif%3Fitok%3D5-s2Uunk&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcarwad.net%2Fwallpaper-221028&docid=MrOwbY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjUx4SKk7PlAhUQCawKHZ3eAqsQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gograph.com%2Fvector-clip-art%2Fphotocopier.html&psig=AOvVaw0QAXW4d_KF8OVXPf_uCpNH&ust=1571946342650740
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Right Here...                       

November 17, 2019 

Palma Sola Stewardship Team is excited to invite you to three upcoming events:  

 The first week of November we are having small, in-home gatherings to share our plans 

for worship, congregational care, missions and outreach.    

 On November 17th is our Consecration Sunday worship service where we will receive 

your plan for giving support and gratitude.   

 Following the worship service we will have a catered celebration luncheon in Fellowship 

Hall.   

We hope you will attend all three events! 

Please save this date for a special 

December event! 

“Christmas Wrapping Party” 

Saturday, December 14th 

10:00 am—12:00 noon 

In Fellowship Hall 

Beverages, light snacks and goodies will be provided. 

Any extra goodies to share are welcome. 
 

Amy Pedon, in partnership with the Outreach Team, invite 

all Palma Solans and their friends to a special Christmas 

party.  We will wrap gifts and prepare Christmas cards for 

Amy and Tim to take to children and adult clients of Our 

Daily Bread on Christmas eve morning.   

Please join us for fellowship and fun as we gather together 

for this heartwarming project. 
 

  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj0pa3RzsLeAhUJ5oMKHTNuBj4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F360006563949300402%2F&psig=AOvVaw3aSUEmYxS6WfT7jzp_e-By&ust=1541691412721125
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Join us for a fun time of fellowship and study as we 
learn to apply God’s Word to our lives as men! 

 

For questions or info,  

contact Don Azbell (941-447-9854). 

 

     TEXT:  Life Lessons from Acts by Max Lucado 

     TIME:  7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. 

     LOCATION:  Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

    

 

 

   

     

Palma Sola Presbyterian Men’s Group 

- Meeting Schedule -  

November - December 2019 

DATE LESSON NO. LIFE LESSONS 

11/7 5  Looking to Jesus (Acts 7:51-60) 

11/21 6  The Holy Spirit’s Leading (Acts 8:26-40) 
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Currently operating out of eleven locations through 

Sarasota and Manatee counties, including Palma 

Sola Presbyterian Church, our services include: 

Individual Psychotherapy for Children and Adults 
Couples Counseling 
Employee Assistance Programs (EAP) 
Pre-Marital Counseling 
Family Therapy 
Family Mediation 
Psychological Assessment 
Clergy Continuing Education 
Programs for Congregations 
Grief Counseling 
Workshops Tailored to the Needs of Your Small 

Group or Workplace.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our administrative office is located in Sarasota and is 

open Monday through Thursday from 8:30 am 

– 4:00 pm and 8:30 am - 2 pm on Fridays.  

Counseling hours are available by appointment. Please 

call (941) 926-2959 during our administrative hours 

to speak with our office staff if you have questions or 

to arrange counseling. 

Most Insurance Accepted 

Spanish Speaking Counselor Available 
 

Need based Client Assistance Fund allows clients not 

using insurance to be seen at reduced fees. 

 

PSPC Book Club 
 

LOVE a GOOD BOOK? LOVE TO TALK ABOUT 
GOOD BOOKS? 

 

WHO?   OPEN to ALL-Palma Solans & Guests 

WHAT? Monthly gathering to laugh, share, learn!  

WHEN? Second Monday 

WHERE? Church Media Center/Library 
 

QUESTIONS?  

Call Vicki Schooley—792-5672 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 11TH 
 

The Winter of Our Discontent 
 

by John Steinbeck 

 

 MEETING:  5:30 PM 

November 12th 

 

MEETING:  6:30 PM 

November 19th 
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Happy November Birthdays & Anniversaries 

November 20th 
Martha Johnson 

Stephanie Grant 
 

November 21st 
Bea Wilshe 

November 22nd 
Linda Martin 

Mary Jane Handlin 

Shelly Harripersaud 

November 25th 
Russ Montano 

November 30th 
Bob Hayward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fall 2019 Daylight Savings Time Changes  
 

Sunday, November 3rd! 

November  2nd 
Roberta Maloney 

November  3rd 
Bill Twomey 

 

November 13th 
Jack Slocum 

Mark & Chris Wolf 
 

November 14th 
Paul Harripersaud 

Transitional Pastor Ted Land 

November 16th 
Janice Fritzmeier 

November 17th 
Bev Danley 

https://clipartxtras.com/download/50415bc8c63c4ad83e70f20cfc96fdaca0055d73.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiFzIK-wbDlAhVDCKwKHZh5AtgQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F254664553908286619%2F&psig=AOvVaw3kabC-vFdKZuCjnPnwMAT3&ust=1571855828551108
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 1 
 

 
 

2 
 

 

  

 

3 
10A  

Worship 
Communion 

Sunday 

4 
 

6:30P PNC  

         (Media Center)    

 
 

5  
 

1:30P Prayer Group 

         (Media Center) 

6:30P Renewal Team 

         (Media Center) 

7P  Boy/Cub Scouts 

6 

1:30-3P  (Parlor) 

   P of P Bible Study 

6:15-7:45P  (Parlor) 

   P of P Bible Study 

6:30P Choir  

       (Choir Room) 

7 
7A Men’s Ministry 

11A  

Communications 

Team (Media Ctr) 

2:00P 

Finance/Endowment 

8 
7P  Movie Night 

      (FH) 

  

9 

 

 

10 
10A  

Worship 
 

11 
11:00A Book Club     

            (Media Ctr) 

6:30P PNC             

            (Media Ctr) 

 
 

     

12 

9A-12O Dorcas 

1:30P Prayer Group 

3:00P Outreach             

     Team (Media Ctr) 

5:30P Deacons 

7P  Boy/Cub Scouts 

13 
1:30-3P  (Parlor) 

   P of P Bible Study 

6:15-7:45P  (Parlor) 

   P of P Bible Study 

6:30P Choir  

       (Choir Room) 

 

 

14 
7A Men’s Ministry 

9A-3P Peace Presby. 

9:30A-12P Ukulele 

          Meeting (FH) 

9:30A-12:30P B.U.M.    

          Meet-Up (FH) 

2:30P Stewardship 

 

15 
 

16 
 

17 

10A  

Worship 
Celebration 

Luncheon 

 

18 
6:30P PNC             

           (Media Ctr) 

4:00P B.U.M. Info  

         Meeting (FH) 

 

 

 

19 
1:30P Prayer Group 

6:30P Renewal Team  

6:30P Bradenton   

        UkuleleConcert 

         (FH) 

7P Boy/Cub Scouts 

20 
1:30-3P  (Parlor) 

   P of P Bible Study 

6:15-7:45P  (Parlor) 

   P of P Bible Study 

6:30P Choir  

       (Choir Room) 

21 
 

 

22 
 

 

23 
 

  

24 
10A  

Worship: 
Christ The 

King Sunday 
 

25 

6:30P PNC             

            (Media Ctr) 

 

 

 

26 

1:30P Prayer Group 

7P  Boy/Cub Scouts 

 

 

 
 

27 
4P Thanksgiving  

        Service 

 

 

 

 

28 
Office Closed! 

Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

 
 

29 
Office Closed! 

 
 

30 

Sue is on 

vacation!            

Back on 11/12! 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjVo5z1pL_lAhULQK0KHStCDdIQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.houstonherald.com%2Fnews%2Fcommunity-thanksgiving-service-sunday-night-at-melba%2Farticle_29c22156-eb3a-11e8-b8ec-7fa


 PALMA SOLA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 6510  3rd Avenue West 
 Bradenton FL  34209 
 (941) 792-3141 
 www.pspchurch.org 
 

 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


