
Palma Sola Presbyterian Church of Bradenton, FL 
Pastor:  Rev. India C. Dennis 

  

6510 Third Avenue West, Bradenton, FL  34209 

My dear Palma Solans, 

Can it be March ALREADY? The first two months of 2019 have flown by and now we 

approach the Lenten season, which starts on Ash Wednesday, March 6. During this season of 

reflection on our mortality and need for a Savior, we’ll continue our journey through 

Matthew’s Gospel. Because we rarely take the time in the church to reflect deeply on Jesus’ 

last week of life, I will be leading us through Matthew’s account of the last week of Jesus’ life. 

We will begin with Jesus’ anointing at Bethany and watch him as he faces betrayal and denial, 

agonizes over God’s will, is arrested, denied, tried, sentenced, crucified and then dies. This is an 

old, old story; this THE old, old story, the story that not only reveals to us the depths of the 

love of God for his creation, but that also  teaches us much of what it means to follow this 

Crucified One, a “man of sorrows, acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53). 

If you would like to read and prayerfully consider the texts we’ll attend to each Sunday, below 

are the texts and topics. Because this Lenten series will cover the events up to and including 

Jesus’ death on the Cross, I have entitled it RANSOM, based on Matthew 20:28: “…the Son of 

Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a RANSOM for many.” 

Sunday, March 3 (Communion Sunday/Girl Scout Sunday): Matthew 7:13-29: Sermon 

on the Mount/TORAH 2.0: Living Right: Making Choices!  

Sunday, March 10: Matthew 26:1-16: Guard Your Hearts (***I will be away that week, but my 

colleague, friend and mentor, the Rev. Dr. Ron Fritts, will preach and in my absence. Please give 

Ron and his wife Chris a very warm Palm Sola welcome!) 

Sunday, March 17: Matthew 26:31-75: RANSOM: Jesus Arrested, Tried, and Denied 

Sunday, March 24: Matthew 27:11-26: RANSOM: Jesus Tried and Sentenced 

Sunday, March 31: Matthew 27:27-38: RANSOM: Jesus Mocked and Crucified 

The deepest and highest call of our discipleship is to “take up our cross daily and follow 

Jesus.” What that looks like and what that requires of us will become evident as we see Jesus 

take up his cross for us as he follows God’s will for him. Join us and invite your friends to join 

us as we soak our hearts and minds in this holiest of all stories. 

Ransomed …and grateful, 

Indy 
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 As your session works with Peace River Presbytery to plan the transition 

after my retirement on June 2 and your Future Story Team plans the process (on 

March 7) that they will use to prepare a draft of the Congregational Mission 

Study (the core document that lays the groundwork for the call of your next 

pastor), I want to call you to REFRESH your commitment to follow the Lord as a 

member of this congregation. We are prayerfully doing all we can to make this 

time as smooth as possible, but we need your help!!! 

 In a recent article by Thom Rainer, church consultant and revitalization 

expert, he emphasizes that church renewal is not just about having a God-

anointed and God-called pastor, but it is also impossible without key 

commitments from members of the church. Consider how you may live out these 

“I will’s” in the upcoming months: 
 

I will PRAY for the session, the Future Story Team, the congregation and the 

pastor God will call to Palm Sola. 

I will WORSHIP with my church family weekly, if not out of town or ill. 

I will GROW together with others in study and fellowship. 

I will SERVE where God leads with the gifts God has given me. 

I will GIVE generously to support the church and its mission during this 

EXCITING time. 

I will NOT BE a church DROP-OUT. 

I will AVOID the trap of CHURCH-IANITY by keeping my relationships with 

Jesus fresh. 

I will MAKE a DIFFRENECE in the lives of my fellowship believers at Palma 

Sola, in my spheres of influences, in my community and God’s world. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                  

Call to Commitment! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjs7oyJnNzgAhXshOAKHS0_D4QQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.poetrysoup.com%2Fpoem%2Fgods_world_888572&psig=AOvVaw18p_R-OCoeqrDt6Qdtf2Ib&ust=1551367383361238
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Our annual pen pal party with the 2nd grade students at Palma Sola 

Elementary School will be on Thursday, April 4th from 9:30 until 

11:30.  Please meet in the sanctuary promptly at 9:30 (or before). After 

brief words and introductions from Indy, we will proceed into fellowship 

hall for a craft activity and snacks with our pen pals.  We are collecting $5 

per pen pal to purchase a book on kindness for each student.   

 

Invite your friends and family and join us for 

popcorn and treats on 

Friday, March 8th, at 7 p.m.  

in Fellowship Hall, 

 Movie Night! 

for a free showing of the movie          

All Saints.  All Saints is based on the 

inspiring true story of salesman-turned-

Pastor Michael Spurlock, the tiny church 

he was ordered to shut down, and a 

group of refugees from Southeast Asia.  

Together, they risked everything to plant 

seeds for a future that just might save 

them all. 

PEN PAL PARTY 

We are also providing desserts for the teachers on March 21st during the 

parent/teacher conference.  If you would like to make or buy a dessert,             

please sign up in the narthex.    

Thank you so much for your support!  
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Journey through the Bible with Pastor Indy! 

Wednesdays, 3/13—5/15 

1:30-3:00 p.m. & 6:15-7:45 p.m.  

The Life of Jesus & Kingdom of God                        

(9 weeks: 5 then 4 weeks) 
BOTH CLASSES WILL BE HELD IN THE CHURCH PARLOR 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US, EVEN IF YOU DIDN’T PARTICIPATE                                    

IN THE FALL SESSIONS! 
 

3/13: Lessons 22: The Birth of the King  

3/20: Lessons 23: Jesus’ Ministry Begins  

3/27: Lesson 24: No Ordinary Man 

4/3: Lesson 25: Jesus, the Son of God 

4/10: Lesson 26: The Hour of Darkness 

4/17 (HOLY WEEK) 

4/24: Lesson 27: The Resurrection 

5/1: Lesson 28: New Beginnings 

5/8: Lessons 29/30: Paul’s Mission/Paul’s Final Days 

5/15: Lesson 31: The End of Time 

FINDING YOUR STORY IN GOD’S STORY 
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Gene & Jane Mittel’s TLC Bible Study on the 

book of Hebrews will be held on the 3rd 

Thursday of March (21st). 
 

We meet monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 3:00 P.M. to approximately 5:00 

P.M.  Following our meeting, we go out to dinner together at a local 

restaurant.  (Dinner is optional!) 
 

We seek God’s guidance through scripture and lively 

discussion is encouraged.  New members are welcome!  

Call Gene or Jane at 798-3124. 
 

Max Lucado’s study book on Hebrews is $7.50.  You may get 

a copy by calling Gene or Jane. 

 

 

 FELLOWSHIP HALL   
 

1ST & 3RD THURSDAYS 
(March 7th and 21st) 

7:00 am 
 

Come and join us for our 
lively discussions of the book   

of 1 and 2 Peter! 

See schedule on Page 13! 
 

MEN’S MINISTRY 

MEETING MARCH 19TH 
9:00 A.M.—12:-00 P.M. 

We will make shorts for the pre-school 
migrant children.  

We would love to have more sewers to 
show Christ’s love to these               

children in need.  
Please come and sew with us!   

  

Easy sewing—buttons and elastic! 
 
 

 

Nancy Slocum 792-4884  

slocumnl@msn.com 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiz64HKzoraAhVRX60KHWDNDkcQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.forgetemplecogic.org%2Fmens-ministry&psig=AOvVaw0MytcxRGfZl2LZm2CBjl4A&ust=1522175086109215
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Currently operating out of eleven locations through 

Sarasota and Manatee counties, including Palma 

Sola Presbyterian Church, our services include: 

Individual Psychotherapy for Children and Adults 
Couples Counseling 
Employee Assistance Programs (EAP) 
Pre-Marital Counseling 
Family Therapy 
Family Mediation 
Psychological Assessment 
Clergy Continuing Education 
Programs for Congregations 
Grief Counseling 
Workshops Tailored to the Needs of Your Small 

Group or Workplace.  

Our administrative office is located in Sarasota and is 

open Monday through Thursday from 8:30 am 

– 4:00 pm and 8:30 am - 2 pm on Fridays.  

Counseling hours are available by appointment. Please 

call (941) 926-2959 during our administrative hours 

to speak with our office staff if you have questions or 

to arrange counseling. 

Most Insurance Accepted 

Spanish Speaking Counselor Available 
 

Need based Client Assistance Fund allows clients not 

using insurance to be seen at reduced fees. 

As food security continues to be an issue in Manatee 

County, our First Sunday Collection (received all 

month long)  in March will go to            

OUR DAILY BREAD. 

First Sunday Collections 

 

PSPC Book Club 
 

LOVE a GOOD BOOK? LOVE TO TALK ABOUT 
GOOD BOOKS? 

 

WHO?   OPEN to ALL-Palma Solans & guests 

WHAT? Monthly gathering to laugh, share, learn!  

WHEN? Second Monday 

WHERE?  Church Media Center/Library 
 

QUESTIONS?  

Call Vicki Schooley—792-5672 

 

 

March 11th 
 
 

Pachinko 
 

by  
Min Jin Lee 



Page 7 March 2019 

 



Page 8 March 2019 

 



 
Page 9 March 2019 

 

 

 

 Three members of the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry (COM) met with the Session 

on February 19th to discuss the process for our pastoral transition and review the plans of 

the Future Story Team to conduct a Mission Self-study and congregational Survey of the 

skills needed by our new pastor.  Our immediate first step is to prepare a job description 

and salary offer for a temporary pastor who will be hired by the Session. The COM will 

assist us in locating a qualified candidate to serve, hopefully coming on-board soon after 

Pastor Indy’s departure.   

 Approved a formal request for the COM to dissolve the pastoral relationship between 

Palma Sola and Pastor Indy. This action must be done by the Presbytery at the request of 

our congregation and will occur at a future congregational meeting. 

  Approved the church’s participation in the Rise Against Hunger meal-packing event to be 

held on Saturday, October 12th , from 10 am to 12 noon in fellowship Hall. 

 Inasmuch as the work of the Ad Hoc Music & Design Team has been completed, Session 

approved a motion to disband this group with thanks and appreciation for their work on 

behalf of the blended music program.   

 Received a report from Communications that a direct-mail piece promoting our Lenten 

Season activities is being produced and will be mailed soon. This is the second such 

publicity mailing to be made and is part of our efforts to increase awareness of our 

presence in the Community. 

 Property & Grounds has received the preliminary report from its Property Condition 

Survey. While details will be studied further, the report advised that our property is being 

well-maintained and is in excellent condition for its age. 

 As we expect to see an up-tick in visitors during the Lenten season, Session solicits any 

suggestions on ways to ensure that our campus looks its best at this time.  
 

 

Session Highlights...February 

 

 

2019 MEETINGS:  5:30 PM 

March 19th 

      May 21st       

                 September 17th 

                       November 19th 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj0hebr2fLfAhXpct8KHfZ1ByoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcasaweb.org%2Fmark-your-calendar-4%2F&psig=AOvVaw0ena-NtF0NwYTP3dQ4SaC8&ust=1547741803401810
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The Outreach Team helped organize several events in February that blessed our community and 

reached out to others in fellowship and fun: 

 We began the month with a wonderful visit from the Revs. Scott and Elmarie Parker, our 

sponsored missionaries in Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq.   The Outreach Team hosted a dinner for 

the congregation on Friday the 8th followed by a discussion and presentation by the Parkers on 

current work they are leading in the region.  Thank you to Chris and Mark Wolf and Myrna 

Felix for providing the wonderful middle-eastern themed dinner – what a special treat!  We 

were blessed to have Rev. Elmarie Parker preach on Sunday the 10th and enjoyed being led in 

an especially moving adaptation of The Lord’s Prayer directed for those she helps to serve.  

Once again the people of Palma Sola showed their generosity, donating over $2000 in a special 

collection to support their “Strong Kids” trauma ministry.  Thank you for your welcoming 

spirit and support of our missionaries and this visit.  A special THANK YOU goes to Dennis 

and Vicki Schooley for hosting the Parkers in their home while they were here with us.  You 

are the BEST! 

 Pen Pal letters were returned again including adorable Valentine wishes from the students. 

 You helped re-stock the clinic at Palma Sola Elementary School by donating adhesive bandages, 

underwear, extra clothes and snacks through our Palma Sola DOES It! program. 

 We hosted a yummy FREE pancake breakfast for the congregation after worship on Sunday 

the 24th to support the CROP Hunger Walk in Manatee County.  Almost $800 was raised for 

hunger relief both locally and around the world.  A BIG shout out to those who participated 

in the walk over the Green Bridge that afternoon.  A good time was had by all!  And thanks 

again to our awesome kitchen team for all your hard work.  We could not have done it 

without you! 

 

We have MANY opportunities coming up for mission, service and fellowship through the church:  

 Our March Palma Sola DOES It (Done On Every Sunday) project is collecting baby formula 

and baby cereal for The Food Bank of Manatee.  In 2018, The Food Bank of Manatee 

distributed Emergency Nutrition baskets that helped feed nearly 500 babies.   

 All types of formula are needed— concentrate, ready to feed—and all varieties of baby cereal 

as well.  Collection bins will be in the Narthex 3/3—3/31. 

 MOVIE NIGHT on Friday, March 8th! Gather in Fellowship Hall at 7 pm, grab some popcorn 

and a drink and enjoy a night of fellowship and outreach with a showing of the movie All Saints.  

The event is free and open to the community.  Invite a friend and see you there! 

 Palma Sola is again providing desserts for the teachers on March 21st during Parent/Teacher 

Conference night.  Please see the sign-up in the Narthex if you would like to make or buy a 

dessert to help bless a deserving teacher. 
 

 

 

Outreach Ministry Team Update   
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Outreach Ministry Team Update   

 

 Want to learn what that JOYFULL NOISE is all about?  Please join students and parents 

from the Creative Arts Academy for dinner and entertainment on Friday, March 22nd at 6 pm 

in Fellowship Hall.  The Creative Arts Academy meets weekly at Palma Sola and is a non-profit 

organization that provides performing arts training for children in low socio-economic families.   

Dinner and entertainment is FREE!  For planning purposes, please sign-up in the Narthex if 

you are able to attend.   

 On March 30th we will host our spring Hope Seeds packing event!  Join us in Fellowship 

Hall from 10-11:30 am to assemble seed packets to be distributed all over the world.  All 

supplies are provided and friends are welcome!  Hope Seeds is a Christian, charitable ministry 

that seeks to improve the nutrition of the poorest in the world by providing quality garden 

seed and agricultural education through Christian missionaries and organizations.  All work is 

done sitting at tables!  Please sign-up in the Narthex if you plan on attending this fun and 

worthwhile project. 

 As food security continues to be an issue in Manatee County, our First Sunday Collections in 

March will go to Our Daily Bread.  Donations will be added to those from January and 

February. 

 Fill the cart!  The grocery cart for non-perishable food donations for Our Daily Bread is 

always available in the Narthex. 

 We continue to collect Campbell’s Soup labels and Box Tops for Education to donate to 

Palma Sola Elementary School!  See the display and collection box in the Narthex for specific 

information. 

 Pocket Change for Missions envelopes are always available in the pews with proceeds 

benefitting F.E.L.T. (Feeding Empty Little Tummies). 
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PROPERTY & GROUNDS 

 

 We had tree trimming on our tri-year schedule this week. Our tree maintenance has been 

very successful with our storms since we have had no damage from winds in the last three 

years. We will continue to do this every three year. 

 The Boy Scouts have been cleaning out the playground area and plan to use it for scouting 

activities. It is looking much better with the tires gone and fencing removed inside the yard. 

 Our sprinkler system is being maintained this week for our annual checkup and repairs 

needed. There were many stopped up heads and some timer issues. All have been resolved 

and our yard will begin looking better with proper watering! 

 We purchased three new restroom signs for the Glass Hallway restrooms and have mounted 

them. They are more visible to our guest and our members! 

 We had the Fellowship hall exterior door rekeyed this to alleviate the issue with only a 

master key could open it. Now all outside door keys can use this door again. 

 We replaced the printer that was in the administrator’s office when it died. The new one it 5 

times faster than the one we had that was installed in 2010. 

 Our property assessment report has been completed. We employed a church assessment 

expert to do this work. He did say that this was the best maintained church facility for its age 

that he had ever seen! This same sentiment was also given by Paul Grier when he went thru 

our facilities. There is nothing major in the report. All or the issues are exterior things we 

need to address. We will work with session to determine just what issues we will work on in 

the next 12 months. 

 We will be looking at new LED lighting in the hallways leading from the sanctuary to the back 

hallway. They will be installed soon and have motion detectors to turn them on when anyone 

enter these areas. 

 We had a thermostat die in the sanctuary and had it replaced. Our annual complete A/C 

inspection and maintenance of coil cleaning and filter replacement has been done without any 

major issues found. 

We are blessed that we have several Home Owner Associations renting the fellowship hall on a 

monthly basis. This gives us exposure to the HOA members close to us and it is an extension of 

our missions in our community. 
 

We will have signed our contract with West Manatee Fire District 2/27/2019. They will be doing 

renovations to the upstairs in March and looking to move in April1, 2019. This is a blessing that 

will help with our P&G expenses for the next couple of years. We look forward to having them 

share space with us! 
 
Thanks, and God Bless our beautiful Church,  

 

Lee Martin  

Property and Grounds Chairperson 

leemartin3rd@gmail.com 
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3rd:     Dick Rifenburg 

3rd:   Peter & Vicki Sokolich 

5th:   Janice Saylor 

6th:   Sam & Marcia Campbell 

7th:   Susan Corbett 

8th:   Dorothy Simes 

12th:   Libby Saile 

13th:   Fran Hensley 

14th:   Peggy Meador 

15th:   Paul & Aline Goodrich 

17th:   Cal Schafer 

18h:   Steve Coolahan 

19th:   Glyn Oldham 

19th:   Patty Dawson 

25th:   Rich & Phylllis Wachunis 

26th:   Ron & Indy Dennis 

28th:   Linda Azbell 

30th:   Mary Ann Jones 
 

 

To my dear Palma Sola Family 
 

     Thank you for ALL your wonderful prayers, 
positive thinking, beautiful flowers, delicious 
dinners and most of all... constant LOVE, after 
our December car accident. 
 

     We’re very blessed not to have had more 
damage to ourselves from the accident. 
 
 

     Blessings and Love, 
 
 

     Jim and Darlene Haas 
     and Banjo( family pup  
     along for the trip)  

 

 

 

We extend our condolences  
to the family of 

 

Bill Bashaw 
who died 

February 9, 2019   

Wally Scannell                  
who died 

February 21, 2019 

 

Birthdays  
& Anniversaries 

HAPPY MARCH 
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Join us for a fun time of fellowship and study as we 
learn to apply God’s Word to our lives as men! 

 

For questions or info,  

contact Ron Dennis (941-251-3606) or Don Azbell (941-447-9854). 

 

     TEXT:  1&2 Peter by Max Lucado 

     TIME:  7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. 

     LOCATION:  Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

    

 

 

   

Palma Sola Presbyterian Men’s Group 

- Meeting Schedule -  

For First Half of 2019 

DATE LESSON NO. LIFE LESSONS 

   3/7 3   The Cornerstone 

   3/21 4   Following  Jesus’ Example 

   4/4 5   Holy Living 

   4/18 6   Loving People 

   5/2 7   Joyful Service 

   5/16 8   Trusting God Through Trials 

   6/6 9   Grace to the Humble 

   6/20 10   Self-Discipline 

   7/11 11   False Teachers 

   7/25 12   God Is in Control 
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A message from the Rev. Paul Eckel: 

To purchase copies or sponsor a need of Bible Mission USA, 
contact 941-685-5814, or go to BibleFree@yahoo.com. 

Thank you for your faithful support! 
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PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

NOVEMBER 15TH 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE!!! 

H 

E 

L 

P 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

  

1 
 

2 
8:30A-12-00P 

KAPPA Charter        

 

 

  

3 
 

10A  

Worship 
Lord’s Supper 

 

 

4 
 

 
 

5 
12:30P Art Group 

1:30P Prayer Grp 

3:00P Outreach 

5:00P Girl Scout 

7:00P Boy Scouts 

7:00P Cub Scouts 
 

6 
 

6:30P Choir 

7 
 

7A Men’s Ministry 

11A 

Communications 

       Team 

6:00P 

Future Story Team 

 

8 
MOVIE NIGHT! 

7:00p (FH) 

9 
        

 

 

10 

10A  

Worship 

11 
11A Book Club 

       (Parlor) 

         

 

  

   

12 

12:30P Art Group 

1:30P Prayer Group 

5:00P Girl Scouts 

7:00P Boy Scouts 

7:00P Cub Scouts 

13 
1:30P The Story 

6:15P The Story 

6:30P Choir 

 

 

 

 

14 
6:45P Finance 

 

 

 

 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
10A  

Worship 
 

 

18 
 

19 
12:30P Art Group 

9:00A Dorcas 

1:30P Prayer Grp 

5:00P Girl Scouts 

6:30P Session 

7:00P Boy Scouts  

7:00P Cub Scouts 

20 
1:30P The Story 

6:15P The Story 

6:30P Choir 

21              
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE! 

 

7A Men’s Ministry 

3:00P TLC-Mittel 

6:45P Finance 
 

22 
6:00P Dinner (FH) 

Creative Arts 

Academy 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

24 
10A  

Worship 
 

 
 

25 
10:30A Book Club 

(Power of Presence) 

3-5P Wisteria 

    (HOA) (FH 

26 
12:30P Art Group 

1:30P Prayer Grp 

5:00P Girl Scouts 

6;30P Worship 

7P Boy/Cub Scouts 

27 
1:30P The Story 

6:15P The Story 

6:30P Choir 

28 
2:00P Mango Park 

          HOA (FH) 

29 30 
8:30A-11:30A 

    Hope Seeds, 

Event: 10A-11:30 

     (FH) 

       31 
10A  

Worship 
 

The Bible is daily bread.                       

Not just occasional cake.. 



 PALMA SOLA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 6510  3rd Avenue West 
 Bradenton FL  34209 
 (941) 792-3141 
 www.pspchurch.org 
 

 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


